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About this Book

The book, Great Controversy, of which
this present volume is an abridged edition,
is actually an expanded commentary on
Revelation 12, 13, and 14. That book carefully
explains the prophecies of those three chapters
and their fulfilments down through the centu-
ries,—and on to the end of time.

Step by step, the prophecies in those
three chapters find their fulfillments in the
historical overview given in this book:

¢ The fall of Satan in heaven, and his deter-
mination to destroy the faithful on earth.

* How, after the ascension of Christ and the
end of the Bible, compromises in the early Chris-
tian church deepened into full-scale apostasy.

* The centuries of persecution of God’s faith-
ful ones by the ruling church, which came after-
ward.

* The protection which the “wilderness” of hid-
den places and distant lands gave to the fleeing
Christians.

* The threat of the mark of the beast in these
last days, and the meaning of the symbols in Rev-
elation 13.

* The immense crisis, encompassing the en-
tire world, which the fixing of that mark will pro-
duce.

* The faithful near the end of time who will
meet the specifications of those who will avoid
the mark.

* The special final warning messages given
to all the world in these last days.

A powerful overview of many basic facts
and principles is in the book you now have
in hand.



How Sin Entered the Universe 5

Chapter 1
How Sin Entered

the Universe

It isimpossible to explain the origin of sin so asto
give areason for its existence. Yet enough may be un-
derstood concerning both the origin and thefinal disposition
of sin, to fully make manifest thejustice and benevol ence of
Godinall Hisdealingswith evil. Nothingismoreplainly
taught in Scripturethan that God wasin nowise re-
sponsible for the entrance of sin; that there was no ar-
bitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the di-
vine government, that gave occasion for the uprising of
rebellion. Sin isan intruder, for whose presence no rea-
son can be given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to ex-
cuseit, isto defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or
cause be shown for its existence, it would ceaseto be
sin. Our only definition of sin isthat given in theWord
of God; it is“thetransgression of the law.” It isthe
outworking of aprinciple at war with the great law of love
which isthe foundation of the divine government.

Before the entrance of evil, there was peace and
joy throughout the universe. All was in perfect har-
mony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was su-
preme, lovefor one another impartial. Christ the Word, the
only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father, one
in nature, in character, and in purpose, theonly beingin all
the universe that could enter into all the counsels and pur-
poses of God. By Christ, the Father wrought in the cre-
ation of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things cre-
ated, that are in Heaven, . . whether they be thrones, or
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dominions, or principalities, or powers.” Colossians 1:16.
And to Christ, equally with the Father, all Heaven gave
alegiance. The law of love being the foundation of the
government of God, the happiness of all created be-
ings depended upon their perfect accord with its great
principles of righteousness. God desires from al His crea-
turesthe service of love, homagethat springs from anintelli-
gent appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure
in a forced allegiance. And to all He grants freedom
of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.

But there was one that chose to pervert this free-
dom. Sin originated with him, who, next to Christ, had
been most honored of God, and who stood highest in
power and glory among the inhabitants of Heaven.

Before his fall, Lucifer was first of the covering
cherubs, holy and undefiled. “ Thus saith the Lord God,;
Thou sealest up the sum full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
Thou has been in Eden the garden of God; every precious
stone was thy covering . . Thou art the anointed cherub
that covereth; and | have set thee so; thou wast upon the
holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and downinthe
midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou was created, till iniquity was found
in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12-15.

Lucifer might have remained in favor with God,
beloved and honored by all the angelic host, exercis-
ing his noble powers to bless others and to glorify
his Maker. But, says the prophet, “ Thine heart was lifted
up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom
by reason of thy brightness.” Ezekiel 28:17. Little by little,
Lucifer cametoindulge adesirefor self-exaltation. “ Thou
hast set thine heart as the heart of God.” Verse 6. “Thou
hast said: . . | will exalt my throne above the stars of God,;
| will sit al'so upon the mount of the congregation, . . | will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the
Most High.” Isa. 14:13-14. Instead of seeking to make
God supreme in the affections and allegiance of His
creatures, it was Lucifer’s endeavor to win their ser-
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vice and homage to himself. And, coveting the honor
which the infinite Father had bestowed upon His Son, this
prince of angels aspired to power which it was the pre-
rogative of Christ aloneto wield.

All Heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creator’s glory
and to show forth His praise. And while God was thus
honored, al had been peace and gladness; but a note of
discord now marred the celestial harmonies. The ser-
vice and exaltation of self, contrary to the Creator’s plan,
awakened forebodings of evil inmindsto whom God'sglory
was supreme. The heavenly councils pleaded with Lu-
cifer. The Son of God presented before him the great-
ness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator, and
the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God Himself
had established the order of Heaven; and, in departing fromit,
Lucifer would dishonor his Maker and bring ruin upon him-
sdf. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only
aroused a spirit of resistance. Lucifer alowed jealousy of
Chrigt to prevail, and he became the more determined.

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for
supremacy. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer were
not appreciated asthe gift of God, and called forth no grati-
tudeto the Creator. He gloried in his brightness and exalta-
tion, and aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved
and reverenced by the heavenly host. Angels delighted to
execute his commands, and he was clothed with wisdom
and glory above them all. Yet the Son of God was the ac-
knowledged sovereign of Heaven, one in power and au-
thority with the Father. In al the counsels of God, Christ
was a participant while Lucifer was not permitted thus to
enter into the divine purposes. “Why,” questioned this
mighty angel, “should Christ have the supremacy?
Why is He thus honored above Lucifer?”

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of
God, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit of dis-
content among the angels. Working with mysterious
secrecy, and for atime concealing his real purpose under
an appearance of reverence for God, he endeavored to
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excite dissatisfaction concerning the laws that gov-
erned heavenly beings, intimating that they imposed
an unnecessary restraint. Since their natures were holy,
he urged that the angels should obey the dictates of their
own will. He sought to create sympathy for himself, by
representing that God had dealt unjustly with him in be-
stowing supreme honor upon Christ. He claimed that in
aspiring to greater power and honor he was not aim-
ing at self-exaltation, but was seeking to secure lib-
erty for all theinhabitantsof Heaven, that by thismeans
they might attain to a higher state of existence.

God, in His great mercy, bore long with Lucifer.
He was not immediately degraded from his exalted station
when he first indulged the spirit of discontent, nor even
when he began to present his false claims before the loyal
angels. Long was heretained in Heaven. Again and again
he was offered pardon, on condition of repentance
and submission. Such efforts as only infinite love and
wisdom could devise, were made to convince him of his
error. The spirit of discontent had never before been known
in Heaven. Lucifer himself did not at first see whither he
was drifting; he did not understand the real nature of his
feelings. But as his dissatisfaction was proved to be
without cause, Lucifer was convinced that he was in
the wrong, that the divine claims were just, and that
he ought to acknowledge them as such before all
Heaven. Had he done this, he might have saved himself
and many angels. He had not at thistime fully cast off his
allegiance to God. Though he had forsaken his position as
covering cherub, yet if he had been willing to returnto God,
acknowledging the Creator’s wisdom, and satisfied to fill
the place appointed himin God’ sgreat plan, hewould have
been reinstated in his office. But pride forbade him to
submit. He persistently defended his own course, main-
tained that he had no need of repentance, and fully com-
mitted himself, inthe great controversy, against hisMaker.

All the powers of his mastermind were now bent
to the work of deception, to secure the sympathy of
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the angels that had been under his command. Even
the fact that Christ had warned and counseled him, was
perverted to serve his traitorous designs. To those whose
loving trust bound them most closely to him, Satan had rep-
resented that he was wrongly judged, that his position was
not respected, and that hisliberty wasto be abridged. From
misrepresentation of the words of Christ, he passed to pre-
varication and direct fal sehood, accusing the Son of God of
adesign to humiliate him before the inhabitants of Heaven.
He sought also to make a false issue between himself and
the loyal angels. All whom he could not subvert and
bring fully to his side, he accused of indifference to
the interests of heavenly beings. The very work which
he himself was doing, he charged upon those who
remained trueto God. And to sustain his charge of God's
injustice toward him, he resorted to misrepresentation of
the words and acts of the Creator. It was his policy to
perplex the angels with subtle arguments concerning
the purposes of God. Everything that was simple he
shroudedin mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt upon
the plainest statements of Jehovah. Hishigh position, in such
close connection with thedivineadministration, gave greater
force to hisrepresentations, and many were induced to unite
with himin rebellion against Heaven' sauthority.

God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry for-
ward his work, until the spirit of disaffection ripened
into active revolt. It was necessary for his plans to
be fully developed, that their true nature and ten-
dency might be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed
cherub, had been highly exalted; he was greatly loved by
the heavenly beings, and hisinfluence over themwas strong.
God's government included not only the inhabitants of
Heaven, but of all the worlds that He had created; and
Satan thought that if he could carry the angels of Heaven
with himinrebellion, he could carry also the other worlds.
He had artfully presented his side of the question, employ-
ing sophistry and fraud to secure his objects. His power
to deceive was very great, and by disguising himself
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in a cloak of falsehood he had gained an advantage.
Eventheloyal angels could not fully discern his character,
or see to what his work was leading.

Satan had been so highly honored, and all his acts
were so clothed with mystery, that it was difficult to
disclose to the angels the true nature of his work.
Until fully developed, sin would not appear the evil
thing it was. Heretofore it had no place in the universe of
God, and holy beings had no conception of its nature and
malignity. They could not discern the terrible conse-
quences that would result from setting aside the di-
vine law. Satan had, at first, concealed his work under a
specious profession of loyalty to God. He claimed to be
seeking to promote the honor of God, the stability of
his government, and the good of all the inhabitants of
Heaven. While instilling discontent into the minds of the
angels under him, he had artfully made it appear that he
was seeking to remove dissati sfaction. When he urged that
changes be made in the order and laws of God's govern-
ment, it was under the pretense that these were necessary
in order to preserve harmony in Heaven.

In His dealing with sin, God could employ only
righteousness and truth. Satan could use what God
could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify
theword of God, and had misrepresented His plan of gov-
ernment before the angels, claiming that God was not just
in laying laws and rules upon the inhabitants of Heaven,
that in requiring submission and obedience from His crea-
tures, He was seeking merely the exaltation of Himself.
Therefore it must be demonstrated before the inhab-
itants of Heaven aswell as of all theworlds, that God's
government was just, His law perfect. Satan had made
it appear that he himself was seeking to promote the good
of the universe. The true character of the usurper, and his
real object, must be understood by all. He must havetime
to manifest himself by his wicked works.

The discord which his own course had caused in
Heaven, Satan charged upon the law and gover nment
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of God. All evil he declared to be the result of the divine
administration. He claimed that it was his own object to
improve upon the statutes of Jehovah. Therefore it was
necessary that he should demonstrate the nature of his
claims, and show the working out of his proposed changes
in the divine law. His own work must condemn him.
Satan had claimed from the first that he was not in
rebellion. The whole universe must see the deceiver
unmasked.

Even when it was decided that he could no longer
remain in Heaven, infinite wisdom did not destroy
Satan. Since the service of love can aone be acceptable
to God, the allegiance of His creatures must rest upon a
conviction of Hisjustice and benevolence. Theinhabitants
of Heaven and of other worlds, being unprepared to com-
prehend the nature or conseguences of sin, could not then
have seen the justice and mercy of God in the destruction
of Satan. Had he been immediately blotted from ex-
istence, they would have served God from fear rather
than from love. The influence of the deceiver would
not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of
rebellion have been utterly eradicated. Evil must be
per mitted to come to maturity. For the good of the entire
universe through ceaseless ages, Satan must more fully de-
velop his principles, that his charges against the divine gov-
ernment might beseenintheir truelight by al created beings,
that the justice and mercy of God and theimmutability of His
law might forever be placed beyond all question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe
through all coming ages, a perpetua testimony to the na-
tureand terribleresultsof sin. Theworking out of Satan’s
rule, its effectsupon both men and angels, would show
what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine au-
thority. It would testify that with the existence of
God’s government and His law is bound up the well-
being of all the creatures He has made. Thus the history
of histerrible experiment of rebellion was to be a perpetua
safeguardtoall holy intelligences, to prevent them from being
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decelved asto the nature of transgression, to save them from
committing sin, and suffering its punishment.

To the very close of the controversy in Heaven, the
great usurper continued to justify himself. When it was
announced that with all his sympathizers he must be
expelled from the abodes of bliss, then the rebel
leader boldly avowed his contempt for the Creator’s
law. Hereiterated his claim that angels needed no control,
but should be left to follow their own will, which would
ever guide them right. He denounced the divine stat-
utesas arestriction of their liberty, and declared that
it was his purpose to secure the abolition of law; that,
freed from this restraint, the hosts of Heaven might enter
upon amore exalted, more glorious state of existence.

With one accord, Satan and his host threw the blame
of their rebellion wholly upon Christ, declaring that if they
had not been reproved they would never have rebelled.
Thusstubborn and defiant intheir disloyalty, seeking vainly
to overthrow the government of God, yet blasphemously
claiming to be themselves the innocent victims of oppres-
sive power, the archrebel and all hissympathizerswere
at last banished from Heaven.

The same spirit, that prompted rebellion in Heaven,
still inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has continued with
men the same policy which he pursued with the angels. His
spirit now reignsin the children of disobedience. Likehim
they seek to break down the restraints of the law of
God, and promise men liberty through transgression
of its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of
hatred and resistance. When God's messages of warning
are brought home to the conscience, Satan leads men to
justify themselves and to seek the sympathy of othersin
their course of sin. Instead of correcting their errors,
they excite indignation against the reprover, as if he
were the sole cause of difficulty. From the days of righ-
teous Abel to our own time, such is the spirit which has
been displayed toward those who dare to condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the character
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of God as he had practiced in Heaven, causing Him to
be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced
man to sin. And having succeeded thus far, he declared
that God’s unjust restrictions had led to man’sfall, asthey
had |led to hisown rebellion.

But the Eternal One Himself proclaims His character:
“TheLord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that
will by no means clear the guilty.” Exodus 34:6-7. In the
banishment of Satan from Heaven, God declared His
justice and maintained the honor of His throne. But
when man had sinned through yielding to the decep-
tions of this apostate spirit, God gave an evidence of
His love by yielding up His only begotten Son to die
for the fallen race. In the atonement the character of
God isrevealed. The mighty argument of the cross demon-
strates to the whole universe that the course of sin which
Lucifer had chosen was in nowise chargeable upon the
government of God.

In the contest between Christ and Satan, during
the Saviour’s earthly ministry, the character of the
great deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could so effec-
tually have uprooted Satan from the affections of the heav-
enly angels and the whole loyal universe as did his cruel
warfare upon theworld’'s Redeemer. The daring blasphemy
of hisdemand that Christ should pay him homage, his pre-
sumptuous boldness in bearing Him to the mountain sum-
mit and the pinnacle of the temple, the maliciousintent be-
trayed in urging Him to cast Himself down from the dizzy
height, the undeeping malice that hunted Him from place to
place, inspiring the hearts of priests and people to rgject His
love, and at thelast to cry, “ Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” All
thisexcited the amazement and indignation of the universe.

It was Satan that prompted the world’s rejection of
Christ. The prince of evil exerted all his power and
cunning to destroy Jesus; for he saw that the Saviour’s
mercy and love, His compassion and pitying tenderness,
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were representing to the world the character of God. Sa-
tan contested every claim put forth by the Son of God, and
employed men as his agents to fill the Saviour’s life with
suffering and sorrow. The sophistry and falsehood by which
he had sought to hinder the work of Jesus, the hatred mani-
fested through the children of disobedience, his cruel ac-
cusations against Him whose life was one of unexampled
goodness, al sprang from deep-seated revenge. The pent-
up fires of envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst
forth on Calvary against the Son of God whileall Heaven
gazed upon the scene in silent horror.

When the great sacrifice had been consummated, Christ
ascended on high, refusing the adoration of angelsuntil He
had presented the request, “I will that they also, whom
Thou hast given Me, bewith Mewherel am.” John 17:24.
Then with inexpressible love and power came forth the
answer from the Father’s throne, “Let all the angels of
God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6. Not a stain rested
upon Jesus. His humiliation ended, His sacrifice com-
pleted; there was given unto Him a name that is above
every name.

Now the guilt of Satan stood forth without excuse.
He had revealed his true character as a liar and a
murderer. It was seen that the very same spirit with which
he ruled the children of men, who were under his power,
he would have manifested had he been permitted to con-
trol the inhabitants of Heaven. He had claimed that the
transgression of God’s law would bring liberty and
exaltation; but it was seen to result in bondage and
degradation.

Satan’s lying charges against the divine charac-
ter and government appeared in their true light. He
had accused God of seeking merely the exaltation of Him-
self in requiring submission and obedience from His crea
tures, and had declared that while the Creator exacted self-
denial from all others, He Himself practiced no self-denial
and made no sacrifice. Now it was seen that for the
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salvation of a fallen and sinful race, the Ruler of the
universe had made the greatest sacrifice which love
could make; for “God wasin Christ, reconciling theworld
unto Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. It was seen, aso, that
while Lucifer had opened the door for the entrance of sin,
by his desire for honor and supremacy, Christ had, in
order to destroy sin, humbled Himself and become
obedient unto death.

God had manifested His abhorrence of the principles
of rebellion. All Heaven saw Hisjustice revealed, both
in the condemnation of Satan and in the redemption
of man. Lucifer had declared that if the law of God was
changeless, and its penalty could not be remitted, every
transgressor must be forever debarred from the Creator’s
favor. He had claimed that the sinful race were placed
beyond redemption, and were therefore his rightful prey.
But the death of Christ was an argument in man’s behalf
that could not be overthrown. The penalty of the law fell
upon Him who was equal with God. And man wasfree
to accept the righteousness of Christ, and by a life of
penitence and humiliation to triumph as the Son of
God had triumphed over the power of Satan. Thus
Godisjust, and yet thejustifier of al who believein Jesus.

But it was not merely to accomplish the redemption of
man that Christ came to the earth to suffer and die. He
came to “magnify the law” and to “make it honorable.”
Not alone that the inhabitants of this world might re-
gard the law as it should be regarded; but it was to
demonstrate to all the worlds of the universe that
God’slaw isunchangeable. Could its claims have been
set aside, then the Son of God need not have yielded
up His life to atone for its transgression. The death of
Christ provesitimmutable. And the sacrificeto whichinfi-
niteloveimpelled the Father and the Son, that sinnersmight
be redeemed, demonstratesto all the universe—what noth-
ing less than this plan of atonement could have sufficed to
do—that justice and mercy are the foundation of the
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law and government of God.

In the final execution of the Judgment it will be
seen that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge of all
the earth shall demand of Satan, “Why hast thou rebelled
against Me, and robbed Me of the subjects of My king-
dom?’ the originator of evil can render no excuse. Every
mouth will be stopped, and all the hosts of rebellion will be
speechless. The cross of Calvary, while it declares the
law immutable, proclaims to the universe that the
wages of sin is death. In the Saviour’s expiring cry,
“It is finished,” the death-knell of Satan was rung.
The great controversy which had been so long in progress
wasthen decided, and thefinal eradication of evil wasmade
certain. The Son of God passed through the portals of the
tomb, that “through death He might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14.
Lucifer’s desire for self-exaltation had led him to say, “1
will exalt my throne abovethe starsof God . . | will belike
the Most High.” God declares, “I will bring thee to ashes
upon theearth, . . and never shalt thou be anymore.” Isaiah
14:13-14; Ezekiel 28:18-19. When “the day cometh that
shall burnasan oven”. . “al the proud, yea, and al that do
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave
them neither root nor branch.” Malachi 4:1.

The whole universe will have become witnesses
to the nature and results of sin. And its utter exter-
mination, which in the beginning would have brought
fear to angels and dishonor to God, will now vindi-
cate His love and establish His honor before a uni-
verse of beings who delight to do His will, and in
whose heart is His law. Never will evil again be mani-
fest. Saysthe Word of God, “ Affliction shall not rise up the
second time.” Nahum 1:9. Thelaw of God, which Satan
has reproached as the yoke of bondage, will be hon-
ored asthe law of liberty. A tested and proved creation
will never again be turned from allegiance to Him whose
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character has been fully manifested before them as fath-
omlessloveandinfinite wisdom.

Chapter 2

Christ Predicted
the Future

“1f thou hadst known, even thou, at least in thisthy day,
the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are
hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee,
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,
and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy chil-
dren within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one
stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time
of thy visitation.” Luke 19:42-44.

The disciples had been filled with awe and won-
der at Christ’s prediction of the overthrow of the
temple, and they desired to understand more fully
the meaning of His words. The Lord had told them that
He would come the second time. Hence, at the mention of
judgments upon Jerusalem, their minds reverted to that
coming. And, asthey were gathered about the Saviour upon
the Mount of Olives, they asked, “When shall these
things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the world?” Matthew 24:3.

The future was mercifully veiled from the disciples.
Had they at that time fully comprehended the two awful
facts,—the Redeemer’s sufferings and death and the de-
struction of their city and temple—they would have been
overwhelmed with horror. Christ presented beforethem
[Spring A.D. 31] an outline of the prominent events to
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take place before the close of time. His words were
not then fully understood; but their meaning was to be un-
folded as His people should need the instruction therein
given. The prophecy which He uttered was twofold in
its meaning: while foreshadowing the destruction of
Jerusalem [A.D. 70], it prefigured also the terrors of
the last great day. Jesus declared to the listening dis-
ciples the judgments that were to fall upon apostate Israel,
and especially the retributive vengeance that would come
upon them for their rejection and crucifixion of the Mes-
siah. Unmistakable signswould precede the awful climax.

Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the world
hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and hastening on
to meet the retributive judgments of God. The woes
of afallen race, pressing upon His soul, forced from His
lips that exceeding bitter cry. He saw the record of sin
traced in human misery, tears, and blood; His heart was
moved with infinite pity for the afflicted and suffering ones
of earth; He yearned to relieve them all. But even His
hand might not turn back the tide of human woe; few would
seek their only source of help. He was willing to pour out
His soul unto death, to bring salvation within their reach;
but few would come to Him that they might have life.

Jesus, looking down to the last generation, saw
theworld involved in a deception similar to that which
caused the destruction of Jerusalem. The great sin
of the Jews was their rejection of Christ; the great
sin of the Christian world would be their rejection of
the law of God, the foundation of His government in
Heaven and earth. The precepts of Jehovah would be de-
spised and set at naught. Millionsin bondageto sin, slaves
of Satan, doomed to suffer the second death, would refuse
to listen to thewords of truth in their day of visitation. Ter-
ribleblindness! Strange infatuation!

The Saviour’s prophecy concerning the visitation of
judgments upon Jerusalem isto have another fulfillment, of
which that terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In
the fate of the chosen city we may behold the doom
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of aworld that hasrejected God’smercy and trampled
upon Hislaw. Dark are the records of human misery that
earth haswitnessed during itslong centuries of crime. The
heart sickens and the mind grows faint in contemplation.
Terrible have been the results of rejecting the au-
thority of Heaven. But a scene yet darker is presented in
the revelation of the future. The records of the past,—the
long procession of tumults, conflicts, and revolutions, the
“battle of thewarrior iswith confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood.” Isaiah 9:5. What are these, in contrast
with the terrors of that day when the restraining Spirit of
God shall bewholly withdrawn from the wicked, no longer
to hold in check the outbursts of human passion and sa-
tanic wrath! The world will then behold, as never before,
the results of Satan’srule.

Theworld isno more ready to credit the message for
thistimethan werethe Jewsto receive the Saviour’swarning
concerning Jerusalem. Come when it may, the day of
God will come unawares to the ungodly. When life is
going oninitsunvarying round; when men are absorbed in
pleasure, in business, in traffic, in money-making; when
the religious leaders are magnifying the world's progress
and enlightenment, and the people are [ulled in fal se secu-
rity,—then, asthemidnight thief steal swithin theunguarded
dwelling, so shall sudden destruction come upon the care-
less and ungodly, “and they shall not escape.” 1
Thessalonians 5:2-5.

When Jesus revealed to His disciples the fate of
Jerusalem and the scenes of the second advent, He fore-
told also the experience of His people from the time when
He should be taken from them, to His return in power and
glory for their deliverance. From Olivet the Saviour
beheld the storms about to fall upon the apostolic
church; and, penetrating deeper into the future, His
eye discerned the fierce, wasting tempests that were
to beat upon Hisfollowersin the coming ages of dark-
ness and persecution. In afew brief utterances of awful
significance, He foretold the portion which the rulers of
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this world would mete out to the church of God. Matthew
24:9, 21-22. The followers of Christ must tread the same
path of humiliation, reproach, and suffering, which their
Master trod. The enmity that burst forth against theworld’s
Redeemer would be manifested against all who should be-
lieve on His name.

The history of the early church testified to the fulfill-
ment of the Saviour’'s words. The powers of earth and
hell arrayed themselves against Christ in the person
of Hisfollowers. Paganism foresaw that, should the gos-
pel triumph, her temples and altars would be swept away;
therefore she summoned her forces to destroy Christian-
ity. The fires of persecution were kindled. Christians
were stripped of their possessions and driven from their
homes. They “endured a great fight of afflictions.” He-
brews 10:32. They “had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment.”
Hebrews 11:36. Great numbers seal ed their testimony with
their blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, learned and
ignorant, were alike slain without mercy.

Under the fiercest persecution, these witnesses
for Jesus kept their faith unsullied. A voice came down
to them from the throne of God, “Be thou faithful unto
death, and | will give thee a crown of life.” Revelation
2:10. In vain were Satan’s efforts to destroy the
church of Christ by violence. The great controversy in
which the disciples of Jesus yielded up their lives did not
ceasewhen thesefaithful standard-bearersfell at their post.
By defeat they conquered. God’s workmen were slain, but
His work went steadily forward. The gospel continued to
spread, and the number of its adherentsto increase. It pen-
etrated into regions that were inaccessible, even to the
eagles of Rome. Said a Christian, expostulating with the
heathen rulers who were urging forward the persecution:
“You may torment, afflict, and vex us. Your wickedness
puts our weakness to the test, but your cruelty is of no
avail. It is but a stronger invitation to bring others to our
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persuasion. The more we are mowed down, the more we
spring up again. The blood of the Christiansis seed.”

Thousands were imprisoned and slain; but oth-
ers sprung up to fill their places. And those who were
martyred for their faith were secured to Christ, and ac-
counted of Him as conquerors. They had fought the good
fight, and they were to receive the crown of glory when
Christ should come. The sufferings which they endured
brought Christians nearer to one another and to their Re-
deemer. Their living example and dying testimony
were a constant witness for the truth; and, where least
expected, the subjects of Satan were leaving his service
and enlisting under the banner of Christ.

Satan therefore laid his plans to war more suc-
cessfully against the government of God, by planting
his banner in the Christian church. If the followers of
Christ could be deceived and led to displease God, then
their strength, fortitude, and firmness would fail; and they
would fall an easy prey.

The great adversary now endeavored to gain by
artifice what he had failed to secure by force. Perse-
cution ceased, and in its stead were substituted the
dangerous allurements of temporal prosperity and
worldly honor. Idolaters were led to receive a part of the
Christian faith, while they rejected other essentia truths.
They professed to accept Jesus as the Son of God, and to
believe in His death and resurrection; but they had no con-
viction of sin, and felt no need of repentance or of achange
of heart. With some concessions on their part, they
proposed that Christians should make concessions,
that all might unite on the platform of belief in Christ.

Now the church was in fearful peril. Prison, tor-
ture, fire, and sword were blessings in comparison with
this. Some of the Christians stood firm, declaring that
they could make no compromise. Others were in fa-
vor of yielding or modifying some features of their
faith, and uniting with those who had accepted a part of
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Christianity, urging that this might be the means of their full
conversion. That was atime of deep anguish to thefaithful
followers of Christ. Under acloak of pretended Christian-
ity, Satan was insinuating himself into the church, to cor-
rupt their faith and turn their minds from the Word of truth.

Most of the Christians at last consented to lower
their standard, and a union was formed between Chris-
tianity and paganism. Although the worshipers of idols
professed to be converted, and united with the church, they
still clung to their idolatry, only changing the objects
of their worship to images of Jesus, and even of Mary
and the saints. Thefoul leaven of idolatry, thusbrought into
the church, continued itsbaleful work. Unsound doctrines,
superstitious rites, and idolatrous ceremonies were
incor porated into her faith and wor ship. Asthe follow-
ers of Christ united with idolaters, the Christian religion
became corrupted, and the church lost her purity and power.
There were some, however, who were not misled by these
delusions. They still maintained their fidelity to the Author
of truth, and worshiped God aone.

It required a desperate struggle for those who would
be faithful to stand firm against the deceptions and abomi-
nations which were disguised in sacerdotal garments and
introduced into the church. The Bible was not accepted
asthestandard of faith. The doctrine of religious free-
dom was termed heresy, and its upholders were hated
and proscribed.

After along and severe conflict, the faithful few
decided to dissolve all union with the apostate church
if shestill refused to free herself from falsehood and idola-
try. They saw that separation was an absolute neces-
sity if they would obey the Word of God. They dared
not tolerate errors fatal to their own souls, and set an
examplewhichwould imperil thefaith of their children and
children’s children. To secure peace and unity they were
ready to make any concession consistent with fidelity to
God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly
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purchased at the sacrifice of principle. If unity could be
secured only by the compromise of truth and righteous-
ness, then let there be difference, and even war.

The apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessa-
lonians, foretold the great apostasy which would re-
sult in the establishment of the papal power. He de-
clared that the day of Christ should not come, “ except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin bere-
vealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped,;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. And fur-
thermore, the apostle warns his brethren that “the mystery
of iniquity doth already work.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7. Even
at that early date he saw, creeping into the church, errors
that would prepare the way for the development of the

apacy.
Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and
then more openly as it increased in strength and gained
control of theminds of men, the mystery of iniquity carried
forward its deceptive and blasphemous work. Almost im-
perceptibly the customs of heathenism found their way into
the Christian church. The spirit of compromise and con-
formity was restrained for a time by the fierce persecu-
tions which the church endured under paganism. But as
persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the
courts and palaces of kings, shelaid aside the humble
simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp
and pride of pagan priestsand rulers; and, in place of
therequirements of God, she substituted human theo-
ries and traditions. The nomina conversion of Con-
stantine, inthe early part of thefourth century, caused great
rejoicing; and theworld, cloaked with aform of righteous-
ness, walked into the church. Now the work of corrup-
tion rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing
to be vanquished, became the conqueror. Her spirit
controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and su-
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perstitions were incorporated into the faith and worship of
the professed followers of Christ.

This compromise between paganism and Chris-
tianity resulted in the development of the “man of sin”
foretold in prophecy asopposing and exalting himself above
God. That gigantic system of fal sereligionisamasterpiece of
Satan’s power,—a monument of his efforts to seat himself
upon the throne to rule the earth according to hiswill.

The detector of error having been removed, Satan
worked according to hiswill. Prophecy had declar ed that
the papacy was to “think to change times and laws.”
Daniel 7:25. This work was not slow to attempt. To af-
ford converts from heathenism a substitute for the worship
of idols, and thus to promote their nominal acceptance of
Christianity, the adoration of images and relics was
gradually introduced into the Christian worship. The
decree of ageneral council (Second Council of Nicea, A.D.
787) finally established this system of idolatry. To complete
the sacrilegious work, Rome presumed to expunge from
the law of God the second commandment, for bidding
image wor ship, and to divide thetenth commandment,
in order to preserve the number.

The spirit of concession to paganism opened the way
for a still further disregard of Heaven's authority. Satan
tampered with the fourth Commandment also, and
essayed to set aside the ancient Sabbath, the day which
God had blessed and sanctified (Genesis 2:2-3), and in
its stead to exalt the festival observed by the hea-
then as “the venerable day of the sun.” This change
was not at first attempted openly. In the first centuries the
true Sabbath had been kept by all Christians. They were
jealousfor the honor of God. And, believing that Hislaw is
immutable, they zealously guarded the sacredness of its
precepts. But, with great subtlety, Satan worked through
his agentsto bring about his object. That the attention of
the people might be called to the Sunday, it was made
a festival in honor of the resurrection of Christ. Reli-
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gious services were held upon it; yet it was regarded as a
day of recreation, the Sabbath being still sacredly observed.

To prepare the way for the work which he designed
to accomplish, Satan had led the Jews, before the advent
of Christ, to load down the Sabbath with the most rigorous
exactions, making its observance a burden. Now, taking
advantage of the false light in which he had thus caused it
to be regarded, he cast contempt upon it as a Jewish
institution. While Christians continued to observe the Sun-
day asajoyousfestival, heled them, in order to show their
hatred of Judaism, to make the Sabbath a fast, a day of
sadness and gloom.

In the early part of the fourth century [A.D. 321],
the emperor Constantine issued a decree making Sun-
day a public festival throughout the Roman Empire.
The day of the sun was reverenced by his pagan subjects,
and was honored by Christians; it was the emperor’s
policy to unite the conflicting interests of heathen-
ism and Christianity. He was urged to do this by the
bishopsof the chur ch, who, inspired by ambition and thirst
for power, perceived that if the same day was observed by
both Christians and the heathen, it would promote the nomi-
nal acceptance of Christianity by pagans, and thus advance
the power and glory of the church. But while Christians
were gradually led to regard Sunday as possessing a
degree of sacredness, they still held the true Sab-
bath as the holy of the Lord, and observed it in obe-
dience to the fourth commandment.

The archdeceiver had not completed his work. He
was resolved to gather the Christian world under his ban-
ner, and to exercise his power through his vicegerent, the
proud pontiff who claimed to be the representative of Christ.
Through half-converted pagans, ambitious prelates, and
world-loving churchmen, heaccomplished hispurpose. Vast
councils were held from time to time, in which the
dignitaries of the church were convened from all the
world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God
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had instituted was pressed down a little lower, while
the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pa-
gan festival came finally to be honored as adivineinstitu-
tion while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of
Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed.

The great apostate had succeeded in exalting himsel f
“above all that is called God, or that is worshiped.” 2
Thessalonians 2:4. He had dared to change the only
precept of the divine law that unmistakably points all
mankind tothetrueand living God. I n thefourth com-
mandment [Ex 20:8-11], God is revealed as the Cre-
ator of the heavens and the earth, and is thereby distin-
guished from al false gods. It was as a memoria of the
work of creation that the seventh day was sanctified as a
rest day for man. It was designed to keep the living God
ever before the minds of men as the source of being and
the object of reverence and worship. Satan strives to
turn men from their allegiance to God and from ren-
dering obedience to His law; therefore he directs his
efforts especially against that commandment which
points to God as the Creator.

Protestants now urge that the resurrection of Christ
on Sunday made it the Christian Sabbath. But Scripture
evidence is lacking. No such honor was given to the
day by Christ or his apostles. The observance of Sunday
asaChrigianinstitution haditsorigininthat “mystery of law-
lessness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:7, R. V., which even in Paul’s
day, had begun itswork. Where and when did the L ord adopt
thischild of the papacy?What valid reason can begivenfor a
change which the Scriptures do not sanction?

In the sixth century [A.D. 538] the papacy had
become firmly established. Its seat of power was fixed
in the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was declared
to bethe head over the entire church. Paganism had given
place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast
“his power, and his seat, and great authority.” Revelation
13:2. And now began the 1260 years of papal oppression
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foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation.
Daniel 7:25; Revelation 13:5-7. Christians were forced
to choose, either to yield their integrity and accept the pa-
pa ceremonies and worship or to wear away their livesin
dungeons or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the
headsman’s ax. Now were fulfilled the words of Jesus,
“Ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and
kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they causeto
be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for My
name's sake.” Luke 21:16-17. Persecution opened upon
the faithful with greater fury than ever before, and
the world became a vast battlefield. For hundreds of
years the church of Christ found refuge in seclusion
and obscurity. Thus says the prophet: “The woman fled
into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hun-
dred and threescore days.” Revelation 12:6.

The accession of the Roman Church to power
marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her power
increased, the darkness deepened. Faith wastransferred
from Christ, thetruefoundation, to the pope of Rome.
Instead of trusting in the Son of God for forgiveness
of sins and for eternal salvation, the people looked
to the pope and to the priests and prelates to whom
he delegated authority. They were taught that the pope
was their earthly mediator, and that none could approach
God except through him; and, further, that he stood in the
place of God to them, and was therefore to be implicitly
obeyed. A deviation from his requirements was sufficient
cause for the severest punishment to be visited upon the
bodies and souls of the offenders. Thus the minds of the
people were turned away from God to falible, erring, and
cruel men; nay more, to the prince of darkness himself,
who exercised his power through them. Sin was dis-
guised in a garb of sanctity. When the Scriptures are
suppressed, and man comes to regard himself as su-
preme, we need look only for fraud, deception, and
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debasing iniquity. With the elevation of human laws and
traditionswas manifest the corruption that ever resultsfrom
setting aside the law of God.

Among the leading causes that had led to the
separation of the true church from Rome was the
hatred of the latter toward the Bible Sabbath. Asfore-
told by prophecy, the papa power cast down the truth to
the ground. The law of God was trampled in the dust,
while the traditions and customs of men wer e exalted.
The churches that were under the rule of the papacy were
early compelled to honor the Sunday as a holy day. Amid
the prevailing error and superstition, many, even of thetrue
people of God, became so bewildered that while they ob-
served the Sabbath they refrained from labor also on the
Sunday. But this did not satisfy the papal leaders. They
demanded not only that Sunday be hallowed, but that the
Sabbath be profaned; and they denounced in the strongest
language those who dared to show it honor. It was only by
fleeing from the power of Rome that any could obey
God’s law in peace.

Chapter 3

Che Waldenses,
Wycliffe, and Huss

Amid the gloom that settled upon the earth dur-
ing the long period of papal supremacy, the light of
truth could not be wholly extinguished. In every age
there were witnesses for God,—men who cherished
faith in Christ asthe only mediator between God and
man, who held the Bible as the only rule of life, and
who hallowed the true Sabbath. How much the world
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owes to these men, posterity will never know. They were
branded as heretics, their motivesimpugned, their charac-
ters maligned, their writings suppressed, misrepresented,
or mutilated. Yet they stood firm, and from ageto age main-
tained their faith in its purity, as a sacred heritage for the
generations to come.

In lands beyond the jurisdiction of Rome, there
existed for many centuries bodies of Christians who
remained almost wholly free from papal corruption.
They were surrounded by heathenism, and in the lapse of
ages were affected by its errors; but they continued to
regard the Bible as the only rule of faith, and adhered to
many of itstruths. These Christiansbelieved inthe perpetuity
of the law of God and observed the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. Churchesthat held to this faith and practice
existed in Central Africaand among the Armenians of Asia.

But of those who resisted the encroachments of
the papal power, the Waldenses stood foremost. In
the very land where popery had fixed its seat [northern
Italy, and the Italian Alpg], there its falsehood and corrup-
tion were most steadfastly resisted. The persecutions vis-
ited for many centuries upon this God-fearing people were
endured by them with a patience and constancy that hon-
ored their Redeemer. Notwithstanding the crusades
against them, and theinhuman butchery to which they
wer e subjected, they continued to send out their mis-
sionaries to scatter the precious truth. They were
hunted to the death; yet their blood watered the seed sown,
and it failed not of yielding fruit. Thus the Wal denses wit-
nessed for God, centuries before the birth of Luther. Scat-
tered over many lands, they planted the seeds of the
Reformation that began in the time of Wycliffe, grew
broad and deep in the days of Luther, and is to be
carried forward to the close of time by those who aso
arewilling to suffer al thingsfor “the Word of God, and for
the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 1:9.

Before the Reformation there were at times but
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very few copies of the Bible in existence; but God
had not suffered His Word to be wholly destroyed.
Its truths were not to be forever hidden. He could as
easily unchain the words of life as he could open prison
doors and unbolt iron gatesto set His servantsfree. In the
different countries of Europe, men were moved by
the Spirit of God to search for the truth as for hid
treasures. Providentially guided to the Holy Scrip-
tures, they studied the sacred pages with intense in-
terest. They werewilling to accept thelight, at any cost to
themselves. Though they did not see al things clearly, they
wereenabled to perceive many long-buried truths. AsHeaven-
sent messengers they went forth, rending asunder the chains
of error and superstition, and calling upon thosewho had been
s0 long endaved to arise and assert their liberty.

Except among the Waldenses, the Word of God
had, for ages, been locked up in languages known
only to the learned; but the time had come for the
Scriptures to be trandated and given to the people of
different lands in their native tongue. The world had
passed its midnight. The hours of darkness were wearing
away, andin many lands appeared tokens of the coming dawn.

In the fourteenth century, there arose in England
the “morning-star of the Reformation.” John Wycliffe
was the herald of reform, not for England alone, but
for all Christendom. The great protest against Rome,
which it was permitted him to utter, was never to be si-
lenced. That protest opened the struggle which was to re-
sult in the emancipation of individuals, of churches, and of
nations.

While Wycliffe was still at college, he entered
upon the study of the Scriptures. In those early times,
when the Bible existed only in the ancient languages, schol-
arswere enabled to find their way to the fountain of truth,
which was closed to the uneducated classes. Thus already
the way had been prepared for Wycliffe's future work asa
Reformer. Men of learning had studied the Word of God,
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and had found the great truth of His free grace there re-
vealed. In their teachings they had spread a knowledge of
thistruth, and had led othersto turn to the Living Oracles.
When Wycliffe's attention was directed to the
Scriptures, he entered upon their investigation with
the samethor oughnesswhich had enabled him to mas-
ter the learning of the schools. Heretofore he had felt a
great want, which neither his scholastic studiesnor theteach-
ing of the church could satisfy. In the Word of God he found
that which he had before sought in vain. Here he saw the
plan of savation reveded, and Christ set forth as the only
advocate for man. He gave himsdf to the service of Christ
and determined to proclaim the truths he had discovered.
Likeafter reformers, Wycliffedid not, at the open-
ing of his work, foresee whither it would lead him.
He did not set himself deliberately in opposition to
Rome. But devotion to truth could not but bring him
in conflict with falsehood. The more clearly he discerned
the errors of the papacy, the more earnestly he presented
the teaching of the Bible. He saw that Rome had forsaken
the Word of God for human tradition; he fearlessly ac-
cused the priesthood of having banished the Scriptures, and
demanded that the Bible be restored to the people, and that
its authority be again established in the church. Hewas an
able and earnest teacher, and an eloquent preacher; and
hisdaily lifewasademonstration of the truths he preached.
His knowledge of the Scriptures, the force of his reason-
ing, the purity of hislife, and his unbending courage and
integrity, won for him general esteem and confidence.

He lived to place in the hands of his countrymen
the most powerful of all weapons against Rome; to give
them the Bible [1382-1384], the Heaven-appointed agent
to liberate, enlighten, and evangelize the people. There were
many, and great, obstacles to surmount in the accomplish-
ment of thiswork. While al Christendom wasfilled with tu-
mult, the Reformer, in hisrectory at Lutterworth, unheeding
the storm that raged without, applied himself to his chosen
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task.

At lagt the work was completed,—the first English
trandation of the Bible ever made. The Word of God
was opened to England. The Reformer feared not now
the prison or the stake. He had placed in the hands of the
English peoplealight which should never be extinguished.
In giving the Bibleto his countrymen, he had done moreto
break the fetters of ignorance and vice, more to liberate
and elevate his country, than was ever achieved by the
most brilliant victoriesonfields of battle.

Theart of printing being still unknown, it wasonly
by slow and wearisome labor that copies of the Bible
could be multiplied. So great was the interest to obtain
the book, that many willingly engaged in the work of tran-
scribing it; but it was with difficulty that the copyists could
supply the demand. Some of the more wealthy purchasers
desiredthewholeBible. Othersbought only aportion. Inmany
cases, several families united to purchase a copy. Thus
Wydliffe'sBiblesoonfounditsway to thehomesof thepeople.

The appea to men’s reason aroused them from their
passive submission to papal dogmas. Wycliffe now taught
the distinctive doctrines of Protestantism,—salvation
through faith in Christ, and the sole infallibility of the
Scriptures.

God had appointed to Wycliffe his work. He had
put theword of truth in his mouth, and he set aguard
about him that this word might come to the people.
His life was protected, and his labors prolonged, until a
foundation waslaid for the great work of the Reformation.

Wycliffe accepted the Holy Scriptures with im-
plicit faith as the inspired revelation of God’s will, a
sufficient rule of faith and practice. He had been edu-
cated to regard the Church of Romeasthedivine, infallible
authority, and to accept with unquestioning reverence the
established teachings and customs of a thousand years,
but he turned away from all these to listen to God's holy
Word. Thiswas the authority which he urged the people to
acknowledge. Instead of the church speaking through the
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pope, he declared the only true authority to be the
voice of God speaking through his Word. And he
taught not only that the Bible is a perfect revelation
of God’swill, but that the Holy Spirit isits only inter-
preter and that every man is, by the study of itsteach-
ings, to learn his duty for himself. Thus he turned the
minds of men from the pope and the Church of Rome to
the Word of God.

It was through the writings of Wycliffe that John
Huss, of Bohemia, was led to renounce many of the errors
of Romanism and to enter upon the work of reform [1405-
1415]. Thus in these two countries, so widely sepa-
rated, the seed of truth was sown. From Bohemia the
work extended to other lands. The minds of men were
directed to the long-forgotten Word of God. A divine hand
was preparing the way for the Great Reformation.

The gospel had been planted in Bohemia as early
as the ninth century. The Bible was translated, and
public worship was conducted in the language of the
people. But as the power of the pope increased, so the
Word of God was obscured.

After completing his college course, he [John Huss]
entered the priesthood. And, rapidly attaining to eminence,
he soon became attached to the court of the king. He was
also made professor and afterward rector of the univer-
sity, where he had received his education. In afew yearsthe
humble charity scholar had become the pride of his country,
and his name was renowned throughout Europe.

Themind of Huss, at this stage of hiscareer, would
seem to have been the scene of a painful conflict.
Although the church was seeking to overwhelm him
by her thunderbolts, he had not renounced her au-
thority. The Roman Church was still to him the spouse of
Christ, and the pope was the representative and vicar of
God. What Huss was warring against was the abuse of
authority, not the principle itself. This brought on a ter-
rible conflict between the convictions of his under-
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standing and the claims of his conscience. If the au-
thority was just and infallible, as he believed it to be,
how came it that he felt compelled to disobey it? To
obey, he saw, was to sin; but why should obedience to an
infallible church lead to such an issue? This was the prob-
lem he could not solve; thiswas the doubt that tortured him
from hour to hour. The nearest approximation to asolution,
which hewas ableto make, wasthat it had happened again,
asonce beforein the days of the Saviour, that the priests of
the church had become wicked persons and were using
their lawful authority for unlawful ends. Thisled him to
adopt for his own guidance, and to preach to others
for theirs, the maxim that the precepts of Scripture,
conveyed through the understanding, are to rule the
conscience; in other words, that God speaking in the
Bible, and not the chur ch speaking through the priest-
hood, is the one infallible guide.

Chapter 4
Luther and the

german Reformation

Foremost among those who were called to lead
the church from the darkness of popery into the light
of a purer faith, stood Martin Luther. Zealous, ar-
dent, and devoted, knowing no fear but the fear of
God, and acknowledging nofoundation for religiousfaith
but the Holy Scriptures, Luther was the man for his
time; through him, God accomplished a great work for the
reformation of the church and the enlightenment of theworld.

While one day examining the booksin the library
of the university, Luther discovered a Latin Bible.
Such a book he had never before seen. He was ignorant
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even of itsexistence. He had heard portions of the Gospels
and Epistles, which were read to the people at public wor-
ship, and he supposed that these were the entire Bible.
Now, for thefirst time, he looked upon the whole of God's
Word. With mingled awe and wonder he turned the sacred
pages, with quickened pulse and throbbing heart he read
for himself the words of life, pausing now and then to ex-
claim, “Oh, if God would give me such abook for my own!”
Angels of Heaven were by his side, and rays of light from
the throne of God revealed the treasures of truth to his
understanding.

Every moment that could be spared from his daily
duties he employed in study, robbing himself of sleep,
and grudging even the time spent at his scanty meals.
Above everything else he delighted in the study of
God’sWord. He had found a Bible chained to the convent
wall, and to this he often repaired.

Under the plea of raising funds for the erection of
S. Peter’s church at Rome, indulgences for sin were
publicly offered for sale by the authority of the pope.
The official appointed to conduct the sale of indul-
gences in Germany—Tetzel by name—had been con-
victed of the basest offenses against society and against
the law of God; but having escaped the punishment due to
his crimes, he was employed to further the mercenary and
unscrupul ous projects of the pope.

As Tetzel entered a town, a messenger went before
him, announcing, “ The grace of God and of the holy father
is at your gates.” And the people welcomed the blasphe-
mous pretender as if he were God Himself come down
from Heaven to them. The infamous traffic was set up
in the church; and Tetzel, ascending the pulpit, extolled
indulgences as the most precious gift of God. He de-
clared that, by virtue of his certificates of pardon, all
the sins which the purchaser should afterward desire
to commit would be forgiven him, and that “ even repen-
tance was not necessary.” More than this, he assured his
hearers that the indulgences had power to save not only
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the living but the dead; that the very moment the money
should clink against the bottom of his chest, the soul in
whose behalf it had been paid would escape from purga-
tory and make its way to Heaven.

The doctrine of indulgences had been opposed by men
of learning and piety in the Roman Church, and there were
many who had no faith in pretensions so contrary to both
reason and revelation. No prelate dared lift his voice
against this iniquitous traffic. But the minds of men
were becoming disturbed and uneasy, and many ea-
gerly inquired if God would not work through some
instrumentality for the purification of his church.

Luther, though still a papist of the straitest sort, was
filled with horror at the blasphemous assumptions of the
indulgence-mongers.

Luther now entered boldly upon his work as a
champion of the truth. His voice was heard from the
pulpit in earnest, solemn warning. He set before the
people the offensive character of sin, and taught them that
itisimpossiblefor man, by hisownworks, tolessenitsguilt
or evade its punishment. Nothing but repentance to-
ward God and faith in Christ can save the sinner. The
grace of Christ cannot be purchased; it is a free gift.
He counseled the people not to buy the indulgences, but to
look in faith to a crucified Redeemer. He related his own
painful experience on vainly seeking by humiliation and
penance to secure salvation, and assured his hearersthat it
was by looking away from himself and believing in Christ
that he found peace and joy.

As Tetzdl continued his traffic and his impious pre-
tensions, Luther determined upon a mor e effectual pro-
test against these crying abuses. An occasion soon of -
fered. The castle church of Wittenberg possessed many
relics, which on certain holy days were exhibited to the
people; and full remission of sins was granted to all who
then visited the church and made confession. Accordingly
on these days the people in great numbers resorted thither.
One of the most important of these occasions, the festival of
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“All Saints,” was approaching. On the preceding day [Oc-
tober 31, 1517], Luther, joining the crowds that were
already making their way to the church, posted on its
door a paper containing ninety-five propositions
against the doctrine of indulgences. He declared his
willingness to defend these theses next day at the univer-
sity, against all who should see fit to attack them.

His propositions attracted universal attention. They
were read and re-read and repeated in every direction. Great
excitement was created in the university and in the whole
city. By these theses it was shown that the power to
grant the pardon of sin, and to remit its penalty, had
never been committed to the pope or to any other man.

Luther’s teachings attracted the attention of
thoughtful minds throughout all Germany. From his
sermons and writings issued beams of light which awak-
ened and illuminated thousands. A living faith wastaking
the place of the dead formalism in which the church
had so long been held. The people were daily losing
confidence in the superstitions of Romanism. The
barriers of prejudice were giving way. The Word of God,
by which Luther tested every doctrine and every claim,
was like atwo-edged sword, cutting its way to the hearts
of the people. Everywhere there was awakening a desire
for spiritual progress. Everywhere was such a hungering
and thirsting after righteousness as had not been known
for ages. The eyes of the people, so long directed to human
ritesand earthly mediators, were now turning, in penitence
and faith, to Christ and Him crucified.

Luther trembled as he looked upon himself,—one
man opposed to the mightiest power s of earth. He some-
times doubted whether he had indeed been led of God to
set himself against the authority of the church. “Who was
1,” he writes, “to oppose the majesty of the pope, before
whom the kings of the earth and the whole world trembled?’
When human support failed, he looked to God alone,
and learned that he could lean in perfect safety upon
that all-powerful arm.



38 Planet in Rebellion

To afriend of the Reformation L uther wrote: “We can-
not attain to the understanding of Scripture either by study
or by strength of the intellect. Your first duty must be to
begin prayer. Entreat the Lord to grant you, of His rich
mercy, the true understanding of His Word. There is no
other interpreter of the Word of God but the Author of this
Word.

Oppositionisthelot of all whom God employsto present
truths specially applicable to their time. There was a
present truth in the days of Luther,—a truth at that
time of special importance; there is a present truth
for the church today. He who does all things accord-
ing to the counsel of His will has been pleased to
place men under various circumstances, and to en-
join upon them duties peculiar to the timesin which
they live and the conditions under which they are
placed. If they would prize the light given them, broader
views of truth would be opened before them. But truth is
no more desired by the mgjority today than it was by the
papists who opposed Luther. Thereis the same disposi-
tion to accept the theories and traditions of men in-
stead of the Word of God as in former ages. Those
who present the truth for this time should not expect to be
received with greater favor than were earlier reformers.
The great controversy between truth and error, between
Christ and Satan, isto increase in intensity to the close of
thisworld’shistory.

The reformation did not, as many suppose, end
with Luther. It is to be continued to the close of this
world’s history. Luther had a great work to do in reflect-
ing to others the light which God had permitted to shine
upon him; yet he did not receive all the light which wasto
be given to the world. From that time to this, new light
has been continually shining upon the Scriptures and
new truths have been constantly unfolding.
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Chapler 5
Che Swiss Reformer

In the choice of instrumentalities for the reform-
ing of the church, the same divine plan is seen as in
that for the planting of the church. The heavenly
Teacher passed by the great men of earth, the titled
and wealthy, who were accustomed to receive praise
and homage as leaders of the people. They were so
proud and self-confident in their boasted superiority that
they could not be moul ded to sympathize with their fellow-
men, and to become co-laborers with the humble Man of
Nazareth.

A few weeks after the birth of Luther in aminer’s
cabin in Saxony, Ulric Zwingle was born in a
herdsman’s cottage among the Alps. Zwingle's sur-
roundingsin childhood, and hisearly training, were such as
to prepare him for his future mission. Reared amid scenes
of natural grandeur, beauty, and awful sublimity, hismind
was early impressed with a sense of the greatness, the
power, and the mgjesty of God.

The youth could not be long content in his native val-
ley. And he soon resumed his studies, repairing, after
atime, to Basel [1502-1506]. It was here that Zwingle
first heard the gospel of God’s free grace. Wittembach,
a teacher of the ancient languages, had, while studying
Greek and Hebrew, been led to the Holy Scriptures; and
thus rays of divine light were shed into the minds of the
students under his instruction. He declared that there was
atruth more ancient, and of infinitely greater worth, than
the theories taught by schoolmen and philosophers. This
ancient truth was that the death of Christ is the sinner’s
only ransom. To Zwingle these words were as the first ray
of light that precedes the dawn.

Zwingle was soon called from Basel, to enter upon
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his lifework. His first field of labor was in an Alpine
parish, not far distant from his native valley. Having re-
ceived ordination as a priest, “ he devoted himself with his
whole soul to the search after divine truth; for he was well
aware,” saysafellow Reformer, “how much he must know
to whom the flock of Christ is intrusted.” The more he
sear ched the Scriptures, the clearer appeared the con-
trast between their truths and the heresies of Rome.
He submitted himself to the Bible as the word of God,
the only sufficient, infallible rule. He saw that it must
be its own interpreter. He dared not attempt to ex-
plain Scripture to sustain a preconceived theory or
doctrine, but held it his duty to learn what is its di-
rect and obviousteaching. He sought to avail himself of
every help to obtain afull and correct understanding of its
meaning, and he invoked the aid of the Holy Spirit, which
would, hedeclared, reveal it to all who sought it in sincerity
and with prayer.

“The Scriptures,” said Zwingle, “come from God, not
from man. Even that God who enlightens will give thee to
understand that the speech comes from God. The Word of
God . . cannot fail.” The truth of these words Zwingle
himself had proved. Speaking of hisexperienceat thistime,
he afterward wrote: “When | began to give myself
wholly up to the Holy Scriptures, philosophy and the-
ology (scholastic) would always keep suggesting quar-
relstome. At last | cameto this, that | thought, ‘Thou
must let all that lie, and learn the meaning of God
purely out of His own simple Word.” Then | began to
ask God for Hislight, and the Scriptures began to be much
easier to me.”

The doctrine preached by Zwingle was not re-
ceived from Luther. It was the doctrine of Christ. “If
L uther preaches Christ,” said the Swiss Reformer, “ he does
what | do.

Already an interest had been awakened in the
truths he taught; and the peopleflocked in great num-
bers to listen to his preaching. Many who had long
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since ceased to attend service were among his hear-
ers. He began his ministry by opening the Gospels, and
reading and explaining to his hearerstheinspired narrative
of the life, teachings, and death of Christ. Here, as at
Einsiedeln, he presented the Word of God as the only
infallible authority, and the death of Christ asthe only
complete sacrifice. “It isto Christ,” he said, “that | wish
to guideyou,—to Chrigt, thetrue spring of salvation.” Around
the preacher crowded the people of all classes, from states-
men and scholars to the artisan and the peasant. With deep
interest they listened to hiswords. Henot only proclaimed
the offer of a free salvation, but fearlessly rebuked
the evils and corruptions of the times. Many returned
from the cathedral praising God. “Thisman,” they said, “is
a preacher of the truth. He will be our Moses, to lead us
forth from this Egyptian darkness.”

But though at first his labors were received with
great enthusiasm, after a time opposition arose.

He clearly taught that men are not, because of the
graceof Christ, freeto continuein sin. “Wheresoever there
is faith in God, there God Himself abides, and whereso-
ever God is, there is awakened a zeal which urges and
constrains men to good works.”

TheProtest of Spires[April 19, 1525] and the Con-
fession at Augsburg [June 25, 1530], which marked
thetriumph of the Reformation in Germany, werefol-
lowed by years of conflict and darkness. Weakened
by divisions among its supporters, and assailed by
power ful foes, Protestantism seemed destined to be
utterly destroyed. Thousands sealed their testimony with
their blood. Civil war broke out; the Protestant cause was
betrayed by one of its leading adherents; the noblest of the
reformed princes fell into the hands of the emperor and
were dragged as captives from town to town. But in the
moment of his apparent triumph, the emperor was
smitten with defeat. He saw the prey wrested from
his grasp, and he was forced at last to grant tolera-
tion to the doctrines which it had been the ambition



42 Planet in Rebellion

of his life to destroy. He had staked his kingdom, his
treasures, and life itself, upon the crushing out of the her-
esy. Now he saw his armies wasted by battle, his treasur-
iesdrained, hismany kingdomsthreatened by revolt, while
everywhere the faith which he had vainly endeavored to
suppress, was extending. Charles V had been battling
against omnipotent power. God had said, “Let there be
light,” but the emperor had sought to keep the darkness
unbroken. His purposes had failed. And, in premature old
age, worn-out with thelong struggle, he abdicated thethrone
[1554] and buried himself in acloister.

In Switzerland, as in Germany, there came dark
days for the Reformation. While many cantons ac-
cepted the reformed faith, others clung with blind
persistence to the creed of Rome. Their persecution
of those who desired to receive the truth, finally gave
riseto civil war. Zwingle and many who had united with
him in reform, fell on the bloody field of Cappel [Oct 11,
1531]. Oecolampadius, overcome by these terrible disas-
ters, soon after died. Romewastriumphant, and in many
places seemed about to recover all that she had lost.
But He whose counsels are from everlasting had not
forsaken His cause or His people. His hand would bring
deliverance for them. In other lands He had raised up la-
borers to carry forward the reform.

Chapter 6

Che Emglish Keformers

While Luther was opening a closed Bible to the
people of Germany, [William] Tyndale was impelled
by the Spirit of God to do the same for England.
Wycliffe's Bible had been translated from the Latin text,
which contained many errors. It had never been printed,
and the cost of manuscript copies was so great that few
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but wealthy men or nobles could procure it; and, further-
more, being strictly proscribed by the church, it had had a
comparatively narrow circulation.

To the papist claim that the church had given the
Bible, and the church alone could explain it, Tyndale
responded, “Do you know who taught the eagles to find
their prey? That same God teaches His hungry children to
find their Father in HisWord. Far from having given usthe
Scriptures, it is you who have hidden them from us; it is
you who burn those who teach them; and if you could, you
would burn the Scriptures themselves.”

Tyndal€e's preaching excited great interest; many
accepted the truth. But the priests were on the alert,
and no sooner had he left the field than they by their
threats and misrepresentations endeavored to de-
stroy his work. Too often they succeeded. “Alas!” he
exclaimed, “what isto be done? While | am sowing in one
place, the enemy ravagesthefield | have just left. | cannot
be everywhere. Oh! if Christians possessed the Holy
Scriptures in their own tongue, they could of them-
selves withstand these sophists. Without the Bible it
is impossible to establish the laity in the truth.”

A new purpose now took possession of his mind.
“It wasinthelanguage of Israel,” said he, “that the psalms
were sung in the temple of Jehovah; and shall not the gos-
pel speak the language of England among us? . . Ought
the church to have less light at noonday than at the dawn?
.. Christians must read the New Testament in their mother-
tongue.” The doctors and teachers of the church disagreed
among themselves. Only by the Bible could men arrive at
the truth.

It was not long after, that a learned Catholic doc-
tor, engaging in controversy with him, exclaimed, “It
were better for usto be without God’s law than with-
out the pope’s.” Tyndale replied, “1 defy the pope
and all hislaws; and if God spare my life, ere many
years| will cause a boy who driveth the plow to know
more of the Scriptures than you do.”
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The purpose which he had begun to cherish, of giving
to the people the New Testament Scriptures in their own
language, was now confirmed; and heimmediately applied
himself to the work. Driven from his home by persecution,
he went to London, and there for atime pursued hislabors
undisturbed. But again the violence of the papists forced
him to flee. All England seemed closed against him,
and he resolved to seek shelter in Germany. Here
he began the printing of the English New Testament
[1526]. Twice the work was stopped; but, when forbidden
to print in one city, he went to another.

Tyndale was betrayed into the hands of his en-
emies, and at one time suffered imprisonment for
many months. He finally witnessed for his faith by a
martyr’s death [1536; the year his complete Bible was
printed]; but the weapons which he prepared have enabled
other soldiersto do battle through all the centuries even to
our time.

[Hugh] Latimer maintained from the pulpit that
the Bible ought to be read in the language of the
people.

“Do you know,” said Latimer, “who is the most
diligent bishop in England? | see you listening and
hearkening that | should name him. | will tell you. It
is the devil He is never out of his diocese; you shall
never find himidle. Call for himwhenyouwill, heisever
at home, he is ever at the plow. You shall never find him
remiss, | warrant you. Where the devil is resident, away
with books and up with candles; away with Bibles and up
with beads; away with the light of the gospel and up with
thelight of wax tapers, yea, at noonday; down with Christ’s
cross, up with the purgatory pick-purse; away with cloth-
ing the naked, the poor, the impotent; up with the decking
of images and the gay garnishing of stones and stocks,
downwith God and Hismost holy Word; up with traditions,
human councils, and a blinded pope. Oh that our prelates
would be as diligent to sow the corn of good doctrine as
Satan is to sow cockle and darnel!”
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The grand principle maintained by these reform-
ers—the same that had been held by the Waldenses,
by Wycliffe, by John Huss, by Luther, Zwingle, and
those who united with them—uwas the infallible au-
thority of the Holy Scriptures as a rule of faith and
practice. They denied the right of popes, councils, Fa-
thers, and kings, to control the conscience in matters
of religion. The Bible was their authority. And, by its teach-
ing, they tested all doctrinesand all claims.

Faith in God and His Word sustained these holy men
as they yielded up their lives at the stake. “Be of good
comfort,” exclaimed Latimer to his fellow martyr as the
flames were about to silence their voices, “we shall this
day light suchacandlein England as, | trust by God'sgrace,
shall never be put out [1555].”

In England the establishment of Protestantism
asthenational religion diminished, but did not wholly
stop persecution. While many of the doctrines of
Rome had been renounced, not a few of its forms
were retained. The supremacy of the pope was re-
jected, but in his place the monarch was enthroned
as the head of the church. In the service of the church
there was still a wide departure from the purity and sim-
plicity of the gospel. The great principle of religious
toleration was not as yet understood. Though the hor-
rible cruelties which Rome employed against heresy were
resorted to but rarely by Protestant rulers, yet the right of
every man to worship God according to the dictates of his
own conscience was hot acknowledged. All were required
to accept the doctrines and observe the forms of worship
prescribed by the established church. Dissenters suffered
persecution, to a greater or less extent, for hundreds of
years.

In the seventeenth century thousands of pastors
wer e expelled from their positions. The people were
forbidden, on pain of heavy fines, imprisonment, and
banishment, to attend any religious meetings except
such as were sanctioned by the church. Those faithful
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soulswho could not refrain from gathering to worship God,
were compelled to meet in dark alleys, in obscure garrets,
and, at some seasons, in thewoods at midnight. In the shel-
tering depths of theforest, atemple of God'sown building,
those scattered and persecuted children of the Lord as-
sembled to pour out their souls in prayer and praise. But
despite all their precautions, many suffered for their faith.
The jails were crowded. Families were broken up. Many
were banished to foreign lands. Yet God was with His
people, and persecution could not prevail to silence
their testimony. Many were driven across the ocean
to America, and here laid the foundations of civil and
religious liberty which have been the bulwark and
glory of this country.

A hundred years later, in a day of great spiritual
darkness, Whitefield and the Wesleys appeared as
light-bearers for God. Under the rule of the established
church, the people of England had lapsed into a state of
religious declension hardly to be distinguished from hea-
thenism. The higher classes sneered at piety, and prided
themselves on being above what they called itsfanaticism.
The lower classes were grossly ignorant, and abandoned
to vice, while the church had no courage or faith to any
longer support the downfallen cause of truth.

Wesley had steadfastly adhered to his one purpose of
seeking God. Now he had found Him [1738]; and he found
that the grace which he had toiled to win by prayers and
fasts, by almsdeeds and self-abnegation, was a gift, “with-
out money and without price.”

Once established in the faith of Christ, his whole
soul burned with the desire to spread everywhere a
knowledge of the glorious gospel of God'’s free grace.
“I look upon all theworld asmy parish,” hesaid, “in what-
ever part of it | am, | judge it meet, right, and my bounden
duty, to declare unto all that are willing to hear, the glad
tidingsof salvation.”

He continued his strict and self-denying life, not
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now asthe ground, but the result of faith; not the root,
but the fruit of holiness. The grace of God in Christ
is the foundation of the Christian’s hope, and that
grace will be manifested in obedience. Wesley’s life
was devoted to the preaching of the great truths which he
had received,—justification through faith inthe atoning blood
of Christ, and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit upon
the heart, bringing forth fruit in a life conformed to the
example of Christ.

In answer to the claim that at the death of Christ
the precepts of the decalogue had been abolished
with the ceremonial law, [John] Wesley said: “The
moral law, contained in the ten commandments, and
enforced by the prophets, He did not take away. It
was not the design of His coming to revoke any part
of this. Thisisalaw which never can be broken, which
‘stands fast as the faithful witnessin Heaven.” . . This
was from the beginning of the world, being ‘written not on
tablesof stone,’” but on the hearts of all the children of men,
when they came out of the hands of the Creator. Every
part of this law must remain in force upon all man-
kind and in all ages, as not depending either on time
or place, or any other circumstances liable to change,
but on the nature of God, and the nature of man, and
their unchangeable relation to each other.

Wesley declared the perfect harmony of the law
and the gospel. “There is, therefore, the closest connec-
tion that can be conceived between the law and the gospel.
On the one hand, the law continually makes way for,
and points us to, the gospel; on the other, the gospel
continually leads us to a more exact fulfilling of the
law. Thelaw, for instance, requires usto love God; to love
our neighbor; to be meek, humble, or holy. Wefeel that we
are not sufficient for these things; yea, that ‘with man this
isimpossible;” but we see a promise of God to give usthat
love and to make us humble, meek, and holy; we lay hold
of thisgospel, of these glad tidings; it is done to us accord-
ing to our faith; and the righteousness of thelaw isfulfilled
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inus, ‘through faith which isin Christ Jesus.”

To those who urged that “the preaching of the
gospel answers all the ends of the law,” Wesley re-
plied: “This we utterly deny. It does not answer the
very first end of the law, namely, the convincing men
of sin, the awakening those who are still asleep on
the brink of hell.” The apostle Paul declares that “by the
law is the knowledge of sin;” “and not until man is con-
victed of sin, will hetruly feel hisneed of the atoning blood
of Christ. . . They that be whole,’ as our Lord Himself
observes, ‘ need not aphysician, but they that aresick.’ Itis
absurd, therefore, to offer a physician to them that are
whole, or that at |east imagine themselves so to be. You are
first to convince them that they are sick; otherwise they
will not thank you for your labor. It is equally absurd to
offer Christ to them whose heart is whole, having never
yet been broken.”

Thus while preaching the gospel of the grace of
God, Wedley, like his Master, sought to “magnify the
law, and makeit honorable.” Faithfully did he accom-
plish the work given him of God, and glorious were
the results which he was permitted to behold.

His life presents a lesson of priceless worth to every
Christian. Would that the faith and humility, the untiring
zeal, self-sacrifice and devotion of this servant of Christ,
might be reflected in the churches of today!

Chapter 7

Che Bible and
Che French Revolution

In the sixteenth century the Reformation, pre-
senting an open Bible to the people, had sought ad-
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mission to all the countries of Europe. Some nations
welcomed it with gladness, as a messenger of Heaven. In
other lands, popery succeeded, to a great extent, in pre-
venting itsentrance; and thelight of Bible knowledge, with
its elevating influences, was almost wholly excluded. In
one country, though the light found entrance, it was
not comprehended by the darkness. For centuries,
truth and error struggled for the mastery. At last the
evil triumphed, and the truth of Heaven was thrust
out. “Thisisthe condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darknessrather thanlight.” John 3:19.
The nation was |€ft to reap the results of the course which
she had chosen. The restraint of God’s Spirit was re-
moved from a people that had despised the gift of His
grace. Evil was permitted to come to maturity. And all
the world saw the fruit of willful rgection of the light.

The war against the Bible, carried forward for so
many centuries in France, culminated in the scenes
of the Revolution. That terrible outbreaking was but
the legitimate result of Rome's suppression of the
Scriptures. It presented the most striking illustration which
the world has ever witnessed, of the working out of the
papd policy,—anillustration of theresultsto which for more
than a thousand years the teaching of the Roman Church
had been tending.

In no land had the spirit of enmity against Christ
been more strikingly displayed. In no country had
the truth encountered more bitter and cruel opposi-
tion. In the persecution which France had visited upon
the confessors of the gospel, she had crucified Christ
in the person of His disciples.

Century after century the blood of the saints had been
shed. While the Waldenses laid down their lives upon the
mountains of Piedmont [in the Italian Alps] “for the Word
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ,” similar
witness to the truth had been borne by their breth-
ren, the Albigenses [French Protestants] of France. In
the days of the Reformation, its disciples had been put to
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death with horrible tortures. King and nobles, high-born
women and delicate maidens, the pride and chivalry of the
nation, had feasted their eyes upon the agonies of the mar-
tyrs of Jesus. The brave Huguenots [other French Prot-
estants], battling for those rights which the human
heart holds most sacred, had poured out their blood
on many a hard-fought field. The Protestants were
counted as outlaws, a price was set upon their heads, and
they were hunted down like wild beasts.

But blackest in the black catalog of crime, most
horrible among the fiendish deeds of all the dreadful
centuries, was the St. Bartholomew Massacre [Au-
gust 24, 1572]. Theworld still recalswith shuddering hor-
ror the scenes of that most cowardly and cruel onslaught.
The king of France, urged on by Roman priests and prel-
ates, lent his sanction to the dreadful work. The gresat bell
of the palace, tolling at dead of night, was asignal for the
dlaughter. Protestants by thousands, sleeping quietly intheir
homes, trusting to the plighted honor of their king, were
dragged forthwithout awarning, and murdered in cold blood.

The same master-spirit that urged on the St.
Bartholomew Massacre led also in the scenes of the
Revolution. Jesus Christ was declared to be an impostor.
And therallying cry of the French infidelswas, “Crush the
Wretch,” meaning Christ. Heaven-daring blasphemy and
abominabl e wickedness went hand in hand. And the basest
of men, the most abandoned monsters of cruelty and vice,
were most highly exalted. In al this, supreme homage was
paid to Satan; while Chrigt, in His characterigtics of truth,
purity, and unselfishlove, was crucified.

The atheistical power that ruled in France, dur-
ing the Revolution and the reign of terror, did wage
such a war upon the Bible as the world had never
witnessed. The Word of God was prohibited by the
national assembly. Bibles were collected and publicly
burned with every possible manifestation of scorn. The
law of God was trampled underfoot. The institutions of
the Bible were abolished. All religious wor ship was pro-
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hibited, except that of liberty and the country.

After France had renounced the worship of the
living God, “the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity,” it was only a little time till she descended
to degrading idolatry, by the worship of the Goddess
of Reason, in the person of a profligate woman. And
thisin the representative assembly of the nation, and by its
highest civil and legidative authorities! Thiswasfollowed,
not long afterward, by the public burning of the Bible.

It waspopery that had begun thework which athe-
ism was completing. The policy of Rome had wrought
out those conditions, social, political, and religious,
that were hurrying France on to ruin. A writer, speak-
ing of the horrors of the Revolution, says: “ Those excesses
arein truth to be charged upon the throne and the church.”
In strict justice they are to be charged upon the church.
Popery had poisoned the minds of kings against the Refor-
mation, as an enemy to the crown, an element of discord
that would befatal to the peace and harmony of the nation.
It was the genius of Rome that by this means inspired the
direst cruelty and the most galling oppression which pro-
ceeded from the throne.

The spirit of liberty went with the Bible. Wher-
ever the gospel was received, the minds of the people
wer e awakened. They began to cast off the shackles that
had held them bondslaves of ignorance, vice, and supersti-
tion. They began to think and act as men. Monarchs
saw it and trembled for their despotism. Rome was
not slow to inflame their jealous fears.

Thus Rome succeeded in arraying France against the
Reformation. “It was to uphold the throne, preserve the
nobles, and maintain the laws, that the sword of persecu-
tion was first unsheathed in France.”

Little did the rulers of the land foresee the re-
sults of that fateful policy. The teaching of the Bible
would have implanted in the minds and hearts of the
people those principles of justice, temperance, truth,
equity, and benevolence which are the very corner-
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stone of a nation’s prosperity. “Righteousness exalteth
a nation.” Thereby “the throne is established.” Proverbs
14:34; 16:12. “Thework of righteousness shall be peace;”
and the effect, “quietness and assurance forever.” Isaiah
32:17. Hewho obeysthedivinelaw will most truly respect
and obey the laws of his country. He who fears God will
honor the king in the exercise of all just and legiti-
mate authority. But unhappy France prohibited the
Bible and banned its disciples. Century after century,
men of principle and integrity, men of intellectual acute-
ness and moral strength, who had the courage to avow their
convictions and the faith to suffer for the truth,—for centu-
ries these men toiled as daves in the galleys, perished at the
stake, or rotted in dungeon cdlls. Thousands upon thou-
sands found safety in flight; and this continued for
two hundred and fifty years after the opening of the
Refor mation.

Scarcely was there a generation of Frenchmen,
during that long period, that did not witness the dis-
ciples of the gospel fleeing before the insane fury of the
persecutor and carrying with them theintelligence, the arts,
theindustry, the order, inwhich, asarule, they pre-eminently
excelled, to enrich the land in which they found an asylum.
And in proportion as they replenished other countries
with these good gifts, did they empty their own of them.

With the flight of the Huguenots a general de-
cline settled upon France. Flourishing manufactur-
ing citiesfell into decay; fertile districts returned to their
native wildness; intellectual dullnessand moral declension
succeeded a period of unwonted progress. Paris became
one vast amshouse; and it is estimated that, at the break-
ing out of the Revolution, two hundred thousand paupers
claimed charity from the hands of the king.

The gospel would have brought to France the so-
lution of those political and social problems that
baffled the skill of her clergy, her king, and her legis-
lators, and finally plunged the nation into anar chy and
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ruin. But under the domination of Rome, the people had
lost the Saviour’s blessed lessons of self-sacrifice and un-
selfish love. They had been led away from the practice of
self-denial for the good of others. The rich had found no
rebuke for their oppression of the poor, the poor no help for
their servitude and degradation. The selfishness of the
wealthy and powerful grew more and more apparent and
oppressive. For centuries the greed and profligacy of the
nobleresulted in grinding extortion toward the peasant. The
rich wronged the poor, and the poor hated the rich.

A thousandfold more terrible than the physical suffer-
ing, which resulted from her policy, was the moral degra-
dation. Deprived of the Bible, and abandoned to the
teachings of bigotry and selfishness, the people were
shrouded in ignorance and super stition, and sunken in
vice; so that they were wholly unfitted for self-govern-
ment.

But the outworking of all this was widely differ-
ent from what Rome had purposed. Instead of hold-
ing the masses in a blind submission to her dogmas,
her work resulted in making them infidels and revo-
lutionists. Romanism they despised as priestcraft. They
beheld the clergy asaparty to their oppression. Theonly god
they knew was the god of Rome; her teaching wastheir only
religion. They regarded her greed and cruelty as the legiti-
mate fruit of the Bible; and they would have none of it.

Rome had misrepresented the character of God,
and perverted His requirements, and now men re-
jected both the Bible and its Author.

At the opening of the Revolution, by a conces-
sion of the king, the people were granted a repre-
sentation exceeding that of the nobles and the clergy
combined. Thus the balance of power was in their
hands; but they were not prepared to use it with wis-
dom and moderation. Eager to redress the wrongs they
had suffered, they determined to undertake the reconstruc-
tion of society. An outraged populace, whose minds were
filled with bitter and long-treasured memories of wrong,
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resolved to revol utionize the state of misery that had grown
unbearable, and to revenge themselves upon those whom
they regarded as the authors of their sufferings. The op-
pressed wrought out the lesson they had learned un-
der tyranny, and became the oppressors of those who
had oppressed them.

Unhappy France reaped in blood the harvest she
had sown. Terrible were the results of her submis-
sion to the controlling power of Rome. Where France,
under theinfluence of Romanism, had set up the first stake
at the opening of the Reformation, there the Revolution set
up itsfirst guillotine. On the very spot where thefirst mar-
tyrs to the Protestant faith were burned in the sixteenth
century, thefirst victimswere guillotined in the eighteenth.
In repelling the gospel, which would have brought her heal -
ing, France had opened the door to infidelity and ruin. When
the restraints of God's law were cast aside, it was found that
the laws of man wereinadequate to hold in check the power-
ful tides of human passion; and the nation swept on to revolt
and anarchy. The war against the Bible inaugurated an
era which stands in the world’s history as “The Reign
of Terror.” Peace and happiness were banished from
the homes and hearts of men. No one was secure. He
who triumphed today was suspected and condemned tomor-
row. Violence and lust held undisputed sway.

King, clergy, and nobles were compelled to sub-
mit to the atrocities of an excited and maddened
people. Their thirst for vengeance was only stimu-
lated by the execution of the king; and those who
had decreed his death, soon followed him to the scaf-
fold. A general slaughter of all suspected of hostility to the
Revolution was determined. The prisons were crowded, at
one time containing more than two hundred thousand cap-
tives. The cities of the kingdom werefilled with scenes
of horror. One party of revolutionists was against an-
other party, and France became a vast field for con-
tending masses, swayed by the fury of their passions.
“In Paris one tumult succeeded ancther, and the citizens
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were divided into amedley of factions, that seemed intent
on nothing but mutual extermination.” And to add to the
general misery, the nation became involved in a pro-
longed and devastating war with the great powers of
Europe. “The country was nearly bankrupt, the armies
were clamoring for arrears of pay, the Parisianswere starv-
ing, the provinces were laid waste by brigands, and civili-
zation was almost extinguished in anarchy and license.”

The fatal error which wrought such woe for the
inhabitantsof Francewastheignoring of thisonegreat
truth: that true freedom lies within the proscriptions
of the law of God. “O that thou hadst hearkened to
My commandments! then had thy peace been as a
river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea.”
“Thereisno peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” “But
whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and shall be
quiet from fear of evil.” Isaiah 48:18, 22; Proverbs 1:33.

Atheists, infidels, and apostates oppose and de-
nounce God’s law; but the results of their influence
prove that the well-being of man is bound up with
His obedience of the divine statutes. Those who will
not read the lesson from the book of God are bidden
to read it in the history of nations.

When Satan wrought through the Roman Church to
lead men away from obedience, his agency was conceal ed,
and his work was so disguised that the degradation and
misery which resulted were not seen to bethefruit of trans-
gression. And his power was so far counteracted by the
working of the Spirit of God, that his purposes were pre-
vented from reaching their full fruition. The people did not
trace the effect to its cause, and discover the source of
their miseries. But in the Revolution, the law of God
was openly set aside by the national council. And in
the reign of terror which followed, the working of
cause and effect could be seen by all.

When France publicly prohibited the Bible, wicked men
and spirits of darkness exulted in their attainment of the
object so long desired,—a kingdom free from the re-
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straints of the law of God. Because sentence against an
evil work was not speedily executed, therefore the heart of
the sons of men was “fully set in them to do evil.” Eccle-
siastes 8:11-13. But the transgression of a just and
righteous law must inevitably result in misery and
ruin. France was shaken asif by an earthquake. Reli-
gion, law, social order, the family, the State, and the
Church,—all were smitten down by the impious hand that
had been lifted against the law of God.

“The Bible is an anvil that has worn out many
hammers.” Saith the Lord, “No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against theein judgment thou shalt condemn.” Isaiah 54:17.

“The Word of our God shall stand forever.” “All
His commandments are sure. They stand fast forever
and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.”
Isaiah 40:8; Psalm 111:7, 8. Whatever is built upon
theauthority of man will beoverthrown; but that which
is founded upon the rock of God’'s immutable Word
shall stand forever.

Chapler 8

Che Pilgrim Fathers
and Religious Liberty

The English reformers, while renouncing the
doctrines of Romanism, had retained many of its
forms. Thus though the authority and the creed of
Rome were regjected, not a few of her customs and
ceremonies were incor porated into the worship of
the Church of England. It was claimed that these things
were not matters of conscience, that though they were not
commanded in Scripture and hence were nonessential, yet
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not being forbidden, they were not intrinsically evil. Their
observance tended to narrow the gulf which separated the
reformed churches from Rome, and it was urged that they
would promote the acceptance of the Protestant faith by
Romanists. To the conservative and compromising, these
arguments seemed conclusive. But there was another class
that did not sojudge. Thefact, that these customstended
to bridge the chasm between Rome and the Reforma-
tion, was in their view a conclusive argument against
retaining them. They looked upon them as badges of the
dlavery from which they had been delivered, and to which
they had no disposition to return. They reasoned that God
has, in HisWord, established the regulations governing His
worship, and that men are not at liberty to add to these or
to detract from them. The very beginning of the great
apostasy was in seeking to supplement the authority
of God by that of the church. Rome began by enjoining
what God had not forbidden, and she ended by forbidding
what He had explicitly enjoined.

Many earnestly desired to return to the purity and sim-
plicity which characterized the primitive church. They re-
garded many of the established customs of the English
church asmonumentsof idolatry, and they could not in con-
science unite in her worship. But the chur ch, being sup-
ported by the civil authority, would permit no dissent
from her forms. Attendance upon her servicewasre-
quired by law. And unauthorized assemblies for reli-
gious wor ship were prohibited, under penalty of im-
prisonment, exile, and death.

At the opening of the seventeenth century the
monarch [James |I] who had just ascended the throne of
England declared his determination to make the Puritans
“conform or harry them out of the land, or else worse.”
[1603] Hunted, persecuted, and imprisoned, they could dis-
cern in the future no promise of better days; and many
yielded to the conviction that for such aswould serve God
according to the dictates of their conscience, “ England had
ceased forever to be a habitable spot.” Some at last de-
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termined to seek refuge in Holland. Difficulties,
losses, and imprisonment were encountered. Their
purposes wer e thwarted, and they wer e betrayed into
the hands of their enemies. But steadfast persever-
ance finally conquered, and they found shelter on the
friendly shores of the Dutch Republic [1611].

Intheir flight they had |eft their houses, their goods, and
their means of livelihood. They were strangersin astrange
land, among a people of different language and customs.
They were forced to resort to new and untried occupations
to earn their bread. Middle-aged men, who had spent their
livesintilling the soil, had now to learn mechanical trades.
But they cheerfully accepted the situation, and lost no time
in idleness or repining. Though often pinched with pov-
erty, they thanked God for the blessings which were
still granted them, and found their joy in unmolested
spiritual communion. “ They knew they were pilgrims, and
looked not much on those things, but lifted up their eyesto
Heaven, their dearest country, and quieted their spirits.”

In the midst of exile and hardship, their love and faith
waxed strong. They trusted the Lord’s promises, and He did
not fail them intime of need. Hisangelswere by their side,
to encourage and support them. And when God’s hand
seemed pointing them across the sea, to aland where
they might found for themselves a State and leave to
their children the precious heritage of religiouslib-
erty, they went forward, without shrinking, in the path
of Providence [1620].

When first constrained to separate from the English
church, the Puritans had joined themsel vestogether by asol-
emn covenant, asthe Lord’sfree people, “towak inall His
ways, made known or to be made known to them.” Here
wasthetrue spirit of reform, thevita principle of Protestant-
ism. It was with this purpose that the Pilgrims departed
from Holland to find a homein the New World. John
Robinson, their pastor, who was providentially pre-
vented from accompanying them, in his farewell ad-
dressto the exiles said:
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“Brethren, we are now erelong to part asunder, and the
Lord knoweth whether | shall live ever to see your faces
more; but whether the Lord hath appointed that or not, |
charge you before God and His blessed angelsto follow me
no farther than | havefollowed Christ. If God should reveal
anything to you by any other instrument of His, be asready
to receive it as you ever were to receive any truth by my
ministry; for | am very confident that the Lord hath
mor etruth and light yet to break forth out of HisHoly
Word. For my part, | cannot sufficiently bewail the
condition of the reformed churches, who are cometo
aperiodin religion, and will go no farther than thein-
strumentsof their refor mation. The L utherans cannot be
drawn to go any farther than what L uther saw, and the Cal-
vinists, you seg, stick fast wherethey wereleft by that great
man of God, who yet saw not al things. Thisisamisery
much to belamented; for though they were burning and shin-
ing lightsintheir time, yet they penetrated not into thewhole
counsel of God, but werethey now living, would be aswill-
ing to embracefurther light asthat which they first received.

“Remember your church covenant, in which you have
agreed to walk in al the ways of the Lord, made known or
to be made known unto you. Remember your promise
and covenant with God and with one another, tore-
ceive whatever light and truth shall be made known to
you from Hiswritten Word. But, withal, take heed, |
beseech you, what you receive as truth. Examine it, con-
sider it, compareit with other scriptures of truth beforeyou
receiveit; for itisnot possiblethat the Christian world should
come so lately out of such thick antichristian darkness, and
that perfection of knowledge should break forth at once.”

It wasthe desirefor liberty of conscience that in-
spired the Pilgrims to brave the perils of the long
journey acr oss the sea, to endure the hardships and dan-
gersof thewilderness, and with God' shlessing tolay, onthe
shores of America, the foundation of a mighty nation. Yet
honest and God-fearing asthey were, the Pilgrimsdid
not yet comprehend the great principle of religious
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toleration. The freedom which they sacrificed so much
to secure for themselves, they were not equally ready
to grant to others. “Very few, even of the foremost think-
ers and moralists of the seventeenth century, had any just
conception of that grand principle, the outgrowth of the New
Testament, which acknowledges God as the sole judge of
human faith.” The doctrine that God has committed to the
church theright to control the conscience, and to defineand
punish heresy, isone of the most deeply rooted of papal er-
rors. While the reformers rejected the creed of Rome, they
were not entirely free from her spirit of intolerance. The
dense darknessin which, through thelong ages of her rule,
popery had enveloped all Christendom, had not even yet
been wholly dissipated. Said one of theleading ministers
in the colony of Massachusetts Bay: “It wastoleration
that made the world antichristian; and the church
never took harm by the punishment of heretics.” The
regulation was adopted by the colonists, that only church-
membersshould haveavoiceinthecivil government. A kind
of State churchwasformed, all the people being required to
contribute to the support of the clergy, and the magistrates
being authorized to suppress heresy. Thus the secular
power wasin the hands of the church. It was not long
before these measures led to the inevitable result—
per secution.

Eleven years after the planting of the first colony,
Roger Williams came to the New World [1631]. Like
the early Pilgrims, he came to enjoy religious freedom;
but unlike them, he saw—what so few in histime had
yet seen—that this freedom was the inalienable right
of all, whatever might be their creed. He was an ear-
nest seeker for truth, with Robinson holding it impossible
that all the light from God's Word had yet been received.
Williams “was the first person in modern Christendom to
assert, in its plenitude, the doctrine of the liberty of con-
science, the equality of opinions before the law.” He de-
clared it to be the duty of the magistrate to restrain
crime, but never to control the conscience. “The pub-
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lic or the magistrates may decide,” he said, “what is due
from men to men, but when they attempt to prescribe a
man’s duty to God, they are out of place, and there can be
no safety; for it isclear that if the magistrate hasthe power,
he may decree one set of opinions or beliefs today and
another tomorrow; as has been done in England by differ-
ent kings and queens, and by the different popes and coun-
cilsin the Roman Church; so that belief would become a
heap of confusion.” Attendance at the services of the
established church was required under a penalty of
fine or imprisonment.

Roger Williams was respected and beloved as afaithful
minister, aman of rare gifts, of unbending integrity and true
benevolence; yet his steadfast denial of theright of civil
magistrates to authority over the church, and hisde-
mand for religiousliberty, could not betolerated. He
was sentenced to banishment from the colonies; and
finally, to avoid arrest, he wasforced to flee, amid the
cold and storms of winter, into the unbroken forest.

He continued his painful flight through the snow and the
trackless forest, until he found refuge with an Indian tribe
whose confidence and affection he had won while endeav-
oring to teach them the truths of the gospel.

Making hisway at last, after months of change and
wandering, to the shores of Narragansett Bay, he
therelaid the foundation of the first State of modern
timesthat in the fullest sense recognized theright of
religiousfreedom. Thefundamental principleof Roger Wil-
liams' colony, was*that every man should havetheright to
worship God according to the light of hisconscience.” His
little State, Rhode I sland, became the asylum of the
oppressed; and it increased and prospered until its
foundation principles—civil and religious liberty—
became the cornerstones of the American Republic.

In that grand old document which our forefathers set
forth as their hill of rights—the Declaration of Indepen-
dence—they declared: “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal; that they are en-
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dowed by their Creator with certain unalienablerights; that
among these arelife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”
And the Constitution guarantees, in the most explicit
terms, the inviolability of conscience: “No religious
test shall ever berequired as a qualification to any of-
fice of public trust under the United States.” “ Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exer cise ther eof.”

As the tidings spread through the countries of
Europe, of a land where every man might enjoy the
fruit of his own labor and obey the convictions of his
conscience, thousands flocked to the shores of the
New World. Coloniesrapidly multiplied.

The Bible was held as the foundation of faith, the
sour ce of wisdom, and the charter of liberty. Itsprin-
cipleswerediligently taught in the home, in the school,
and in thechurch; and itsfruitsweremanifest in thrift,
intelligence, purity, and temperance. One might be for
years a dweller in the Puritan settlements, and not “see a
drunkard, nor hear an oath, nor meet a beggar.” It was
demonstrated that the principles of the Bible are the
surest safeguar ds of national greatness. The feeble and
isolated coloniesgrew to aconfederation of powerful States;
and thewor |d marked with wonder the peaceand pros-
perity of “a church without a pope and a State without
aking.”

But continually increasing numberswere attracted to the
shores of America, actuated by motives widely different
from those of the first Pilgrims. Though the primitive faith
and purity exerted awidespread and molding power, yet its
influence became less and less asthe numbersincreased of
those who sought only worldly advantage.

Theregulation adopted by the early colonists, of
permitting only members of the church to vote or to
hold office in the civil government, led to most perni-
ciousresults. This measure had been accepted as a means
of preserving the purity of the State, but it resulted in the cor-
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ruption of the church. A profession of religion being the
condition of suffrageand officeholding, many, actuated
solely by motives of worldly policy, united with the
church, without a change of heart. Thusthe churches
came to consist, to a consider able extent, of uncon-
verted persons; and even in the ministry were those who,
not only held errors of doctrine but, wereignorant of there-
newing power of the Holy Spirit.

The union of the church with the State, be the de-
gree ever so slight, while it may appear to bring the
world nearer to the church, doesin reality but bring
the church nearer totheworld.

Thegreat principle so nobly advocated by Robinson and
Roger Williams, that truth is progressive, that Christians
should stand ready to accept al the light which may shine
from God'sHoly Word, waslost sight by their descendants.
The Protestant churches of America—and those of
Europe as well—so highly favored in receiving the
blessings of the Refor mation, failed to press forward
in the path of reform. Though afew faithful men arose,
from timeto time, to proclaim new truth, and expose long-
cherished error, the mgjority, like the Jewsin Christ’s day,
or the papistsin thetime of Luther, were content to believe
astheir fathers had believed, and to live as they had lived.
Thereforereligion again degenerated into formalism;
and errorsand superstitions which would have been
cast aside had the church continued towalk in thelight
of God’sWord, wereretained and cherished. Thusthe
spirit inspired by the Reformation gradually died out,
until there was almost as great need of reform in the Prot-
estant churches as in the Roman Church in the time of
Luther. Therewasthe sameworldlinessand spiritual stupor,
asimilar reverencefor the opinions of men, and substitution
of human theories for the teachings of God's Word.

Satan could not, asinformer ages, keep God'sWord from
thepeople. It had been placed withinthereach of dl; butin or-
der still to accomplish hisobject, heled many tovalueit but
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lightly. Men neglected to search the Scriptures; and thus
they continued to accept fal seinterpretations and to cherish
doctrineswhich had no foundation in the Bible.

Seeing the failure of his effortsto crush out the
truth by persecution, Satan had again resorted to the
plan of compromise which led to the great apostasy
and the formation of the Church of Rome. He had in-
duced Christiansto ally themselves, not now with
pagans, but with those who by their devotion to the
things of thisworld had proved themselvesto be as
truly idolaters as wer e the wor shiper s of graven im-
ages. And the results of this union were no less pernicious
now than in former ages; pride and extravagance were fos-
tered under the guise of religion, and the churches became
corrupted. Satan continued to pervert the doctrines of the
Bible; and traditionsthat wereto ruin millions were taking
deep root. The church was upholding and defending
these traditions, instead of contending for “the faith
which was once delivered to the saints.” Thus were de-
graded the principlesfor which the reformers had done and
suffered so much.

Chapter 9

Che Cruth of
Christ’s Second Advent

One of the most solemn and yet most glorious
truthsrevealed in the Bibleisthat of Christ’s second
coming, to complete the great work of redemption. To
God'spilgrim people, solong left to sojourninthe“regionand
shadow of death,” aprecious, joy-inspiring hopeisgivenin
the promise of His appearing, who is*the resurrection and
thelife,” to“ bring homeagain Hisbanished.” Thedoctrine
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of the second advent isthe very keynote of the sacred
Scriptures.

The coming of the Lord has been in all ages the
hope of Histrue followers. The Saviour’s parting prom-
ise upon Olivet, that He would come again, lighted up the
futurefor Hisdisciples, filling their heartswith joy and hope,
that sorrow could not quench, nor trials dim. Amid suffer-
ing and persecution, “the appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ” was the “blessed hope.” When the
Thessalonian Christians were filled with grief asthey bur-
ied their loved ones, who had hoped to live to witness the
coming of the Lord, Paul, their teacher, pointed them to the
resurrection, to take place at the Saviour’sadvent. Then the
dead in Christ should rise, and together with theliving
be caught up to meet theLord in theair. “And so,” he
said, “ shall we ever be with the L ord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words.” 1 Thess. 4:16-18.

Onrocky Patmosthe bel oved disciple hearsthe promise,
“Suredly, | comequickly,” and hislonging responsevoicesthe
prayer of the churchin al her pilgrimage, “ Even so, come,
Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22:20.

From the dungeon, the stake, the scaffold, where saints
and martyrs witnessed for the truth, comes down the cen-
turies the utterance of their faith and hope. “Being assured
of Christ’s personal resurrection, and consequently of their
own at Hiscoming, for thiscause,” saysone of these Chris-
tians, “they despised death, and were found to be aboveit.”
They werewilling to go down to the grave, that they “ might
rise free.” They looked for the “Lord to come from
Heaven in the clouds with the glory of His Father,”
“bringing to thejust thetimes of thekingdom.” The Walden-
sescherished the samefaith. Wycliffelooked forward to the
Redeemer’s appearing as the hope of the church.

Luther declared: “| persuade myself verily, that the
day of Judgment will not be absent full three hundred
years. God will not, cannot, suffer thiswicked world
much longer.” “Thegreat day isdrawing near in which the
kingdom of abominations shall be overthrown.”
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“This aged world is not far from its end,” said
M elancthon. Calvin bids Christians “not to hesitate, ar-
dently desiring the day of Christ’s coming as of al events
most auspicious;” and declaresthat “thewholefamily of the
faithful will keepin view that day.” “We must hunger after
Christ, wemust seek, contemplate,” he says, “till thedawn-
ing of that great day, when our Lord will fully manifest the
glory of Hiskingdom.”

“Has not our Lord Jesus carried up our flesh into
Heaven?’ said Knox, the Scotch Reformer, “and shall He
not return?We know that He shall return, and that with ex-
pedition.” Ridley and Latimer, who laid downtheir livesfor
the truth, looked in faith for the Lord’s coming. Ridley
wrote: “ Theworld without doubt—this| do believe,
and thereforel say it—drawsto an end. Let us with
John, the servant of Gaod, cry in our heartsunto our Saviour
Christ, Come, Lord Jesus, come.”

But asthe spirit of humility and devotion in the
church had given placeto pride and formalism, love
for Christ and faith in Hiscoming had grown cold. Ab-
sorbed in worldliness and pleasure seeking, the professed
peopleof God were blinded to the Saviour’sinstructionscon-
cerning the signs of Hisappearing. The doctrine of the sec-
ond advent had been neglected; the scripturesrelating to it
were obscured by misinterpretation, until it was, to agreat
extent, ignored and forgotten.

When the Saviour pointed out to His followersthe
signsof Hisreturn, He foretold the state of backslid-
ing that would exist just prior to His second advent.
Therewould be, asin the daysof Noah, the activity and stir
of worldly business and pleasure seeking—buying, selling,
planting, building, marrying, and givingin marriage—withfor-
getfulnessof God and thefuturelife. For thoseliving at this
time, Christ’sadmonitionis:. “ Take heed to yourselves, lest
at any timeyour hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of thislife, and so that day come
upon you unawares.” “Watch yetherefore, and pray al-
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
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these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man.” Luke 21:34, 36.

It was needful that men should be awakened to
their danger; that they should beroused to preparefor
the solemn events connected with the close of proba-
tion.

“That day isaday of wrath, aday of troubleand distress,
aday of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, aday of cloudsand thick darkness, aday of the
trumpet and alarm.” Zeph. 1:15, 16. “Behold, the day
of the Lord cometh, . . to lay the land desolate, and he
shall destroy the sinnersthereof out of it.” Isa. 13:9.

In view of that great day the Word of God, in the most
solemn and impressive language, calls upon His peopleto
arousefromtheir spiritua lethargy, and to seek Hisfacewith
repentance and humiliation: “Blow ye the trumpet in
Zion, and sound an alarm in My holy mountain. L et all
theinhabitants of theland tremble; for the day of the
Lord cometh, for itisnigh at hand.” “ Sanctify afast, call
asolemn assembly. Gather the people, sanctify the congre-
gation, assemble the elders, gather the children. . . Let the
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her
closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep be-
tween the porch and the altar.” “ Turn ye even to Mewith
all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and
with mourning. And rend your heart, and not your
garments, and turn unto the Lord your God; for Heisgra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness.”
Joel 2:1, 15-17, 12-13.

To prepare a peopleto stand in the day of God, a
great work of reform wasto be accomplished. God saw
that many of His professed people were not building for
eternity, and in His mercy Hewas about to send a mes-
sage of warning to arouse them from their stupor and
lead them to makeready for the coming of their Lord.

Thiswarning is brought to view in Revelation 14.
Hereisathreefold message represented as proclaimed
by heavenly beings and immediately followed by the com-
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ing of the Son of man, “to reap the harvest of theearth.” The
first of these warnings announces the approaching
Judgment. The prophet beheld anangel flying “inthe midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, sayingwith aloud voice, Fear God, and
giveglory toHim; for thehour of His Judgment iscome;
and wor ship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.” Revelation 14:6-7.

Thismessage isdeclared to be apart of the “everlasting
gospel.” The work of preaching the gospel has not been
committed to angels, but has been intrusted to men. Holy
angels have been employed in directing thiswork. They are
in charge of the great movementsfor the salvation of men;
but the actual proclamation of the gospel isperformed by the
servants of Christ upon the earth.

Faithful men, who wer e obedient to the promptings
of God’s Spirit and the teachings of HisWord, wereto
proclaim thiswarning totheworld. They werethose who
had taken heed to the “ sure word of prophecy,” the “light
that shineth in adark place, until the day dawn, and the
daystar arise.” 2 Peter 1:19. They had been seeking the
knowledge of God more than al hid treasures, counting it
“better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof
thanfinegold.” Prov. 3:14. AndtheLord revealed to them
the great things of the kingdom. “ The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him; and He will show them His cov-
enant.” Ps. 25:14.

The watchmen upon the walls of Zion should have been
thefirst to catch thetidings of the Saviour’sadvent, thefirst
tolift their voicesto proclaim Him near, thefirst towarn the
people to prepare for His coming. But they were at ease,
dreaming of peace and safety, whilethe people were asleep
in their sins. A backsliding church closed their eyesto
thesignsof thetimes. God did not forsake them or suf-
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fer Hisfaithfulnesstofail; but they departed from Him,
and separ ated themselves from His love. As they
refused to comply with the conditions, His promises
wer e not fulfilled to them.

Such is the sure result of neglect to appreciate and im-
provethelight and privilegeswhich God bestows. Unlessthe
churchwill follow onin Hisopening providence, accepting
every ray of light, performing every duty which may bere-
vealed, religion will inevitably degenerate into the obser-
vanceof forms, and the spirit of vital godlinesswill disappear.
Thistruth hasbeen repeatedly illustrated in the history of the
church. God requires of His people works of faith and
obedience corresponding to the blessings and privi-
leges bestowed. Obedience requires a sacrifice and
involves a cross; and thisiswhy so many of the pro-
fessed followers of Christ refused to receive the light
from Heaven, and, like the Jews of old, knew not the
time of their visitation. Luke 19:44. Because of their pride
and unbelief, the Lord passed them by and revealed Histruth
to those who, like the shepherds of Bethlehem and the East-
ern magi, had given heed to dl the light they had received.

Chapter 10

New Bible Cruths
Discovered

An upright, honest-hearted farmer, who had been
led to doubt the divine authority of the Scriptures, yet
who sincerely desired to know the truth, wasthe man
specially chosen of God to lead out in the proclamation
of Christ’s second coming. Like many other reformers,
WilliamMiller hadin early life battled with poverty, and had
thuslearned the great |essons of energy and self-denial. The
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members of the family from which he sprung were charac-
terized by anindependent, liberty-loving spirit, by capability
of endurance and ardent patriotism; traits which were also
prominent in his character.

At theage of thirty-four the Holy Spirit impressed his
heart with asense of hisconditionasasinner [1816]. “ | saw
that the Bible did bring to view just such a Saviour as
| needed.

He now publicly professed hisfaith in thereligion
which he had despised. But hisinfidel associates were
not slow to bring forward all those argumentswhich he
himself had often urged against the divine authority of
the Scriptures. He was not then prepared to answer them;
but he reasoned that, if the Bibleis arevelation from God,
it must be consistent with itself; and that asit was given for
man’sinstruction, it must be adapted to hisunderstanding. He
determined to study the Scriptures for himself, and ascertain
if every apparent contradiction could not be harmonized.

Endeavoring to lay aside all preconceived opinions,
and dispensing with commentaries, he compared
scripture with scripture by the aid of the marginal
references and the concor dance. He pursued his study
in aregular and methodical manner.

With intense interest he studied the book of Daniel
and the Revelation, employing the same principles of
inter pretation asin the other scriptures, and found, to
his great joy, that the prophetic symbols could be un-
derstood. He saw that the prophecies, so far as they had
beenfulfilled, had beenfulfilled literally; that all the various
figures, metaphors, parables, similitudes, etc., wereeither ex-
plained intheir immediate connection or thetermsinwhich
they were expressed were defined in other scriptures; and
when thus explained wereto beliterally understood. “ Thus
| was satisfied,” he says, “that the Bible was a system of
revealed truth so clearly and simply given that the wayfar-
ing man, though afool, need not err therein.” Link after link
of the chain of truth rewarded his efforts, as step by step he
traced down the great lines of prophecy.
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Taking the manner in which the prophecies had been ful-
filledinthe past, asacriterion by which to judge of theful-
fillment of those which were still future, he became satis-
fied that the popular view of the spiritual reign of
Christ—atemporal millennium before the end of the
wor l[d—was not sustained by the Word of God. This
doctrine, pointing to athousand years of righteousness and
peace before the personal coming of the Lord, put far off the
terrorsof the day of God. But, pleasing though it may be, it
iscontrary to the teachings of Christ and His apostles, who
declared that the wheat and the tares are to grow together
until the harvest, the end of theworld (Matthew 13:30, 38-
41); that “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse” (2 Timothy 3:13); that “in the last days perilous
timesshall come” (2 Timothy 3:1, 1); and that the kingdom
of darkness shall continue until the advent of the Lord, and
shall be consumed with the spirit of His mouth, and be de-
stroyed with the brightness of Hiscoming. 2 Thessalonians
2:8. The doctrine of the world’s conversion and the
spiritual reign of Christ was not held by the apostolic
church. It was not generally accepted by Christians
until about the beginning of the eighteenth century.
Likeevery other error, itsresultswereevil. It taught mento
look far in the future for the coming of the Lord, and pre-
vented them from giving heed to the signsheralding His ap-
proach. It induced afeeling of confidence and security that
was not well founded, and led many to neglect the prepara-
tion necessary in order to meet their Lord.

Miller found theliteral, personal coming of Christ
to be plainly taught in the Scriptures. Says Paul, “The
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with ashout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” 1
Thessalonians 4:16. And the Saviour declares: “ They shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.” “ For asthe lightning cometh out of
the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:27. Heisto be
accompanied by dl thehostsof Heaven. “ The Son of man shall
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comeinHisglory, andal theholy angelswithHim.” “AndHe
shall send Hisangel swith agreat sound of atrumpet, and they
shall gather together His elect.” Matthew 25:31; 24:31.

At His coming the righteous dead will be raised,
and therighteousliving will be changed. “We shall not
all sleep,” says Paul, “but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, inthetwinkling of an eye, at thelast trump; for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall beraised in-
corruptible, and we shall be changed. For thiscorrupt-
iblemust put on incorruption, and thismortal must put
on immortality.” 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. And in his
|etter to the Thessal onians, after describing the coming of the
Lord, hesays. “Thedead in Christ shall risefirst; then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet theLord in the
air; and so shall we ever bewith theLord.” 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:16, 17.

Not until the personal advent of Christ can Hispeoplere-
ceivethekingdom. The Saviour said: “When the Son of man
shall comeinHisglory, and dl the holy angelswith Him, then
shall He sit upon the throne of His glory; and before Him
shall be gathered all nations; and He shall separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats; and He shall set the sheep on Hisright hand, but the
goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on His
right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
Matthew 25:31-34. We have seen by the scriptures
just given that, when the Son of man comes, the dead
areraised incorruptibleand theliving are changed. By
this great change they are prepared to receive the
kingdom; for Paul says, “ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup-
tion.” 1 Corinthians 15:50. Man in his present state is
mortal, corruptible; but the kingdom of God will beincorrupt-
ible, enduring forever. Therefore man in hispresent state can-
not enter into thekingdom of God. But, when Jesuscomes, He
confersimmortality upon His people; and then He callsthem
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toinherit the kingdom, of which they have hitherto been only
heirs.

These and other scriptures clearly proved to Miller's
mind, that the eventswhich were generally expected to take
place before the coming of Christ, such as the universal
reign of peace and the setting up of the kingdom of God upon
the earth, were to be subsequent to the second advent. Fur-
thermore, all the signs of the times and the condition
of the world corresponded to the prophetic descrip-
tion of thelast days. He was for ced to the conclusion,
from the study of Scripture alone, that the period al-
lotted for the continuance of the earth in its present
state was about to close.

“Another evidencethat vitally affected my mind,”
he says, “wasthe chronology of the Scriptures. | found
that predicted events, which had been fulfilled in the
past, often occurred within a given time. The one hun-
dred and twenty yearsto the flood (Genesis 6:3); the seven
daysthat wereto precedeit, with forty daysof predictedrain
(Genesis 7:4); the four hundred years of the sojourn of
Abraham’s seed (Genesis 15:13); the three days of the
butler’s and baker’s dreams (Genesis 40:12-20); the seven
years of famine for Pharaoh (Genesis 41:28-54); the forty
years in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34); the three and a
half years of famine (1 Kings 17:1); the seventy years of
captivity (Jeremiah 25:11); Nebuchadnezzar’s seven times
(Daniel 4:13-16); and the seven weeks, threescore and two
weeks, and the oneweek, making seventy weeks, determined
upon the Jews (Daniel 9:24-27). The eventslimited by these
timeswere al once only a matter of prophecy, and were ful-
filled in accordance with the predictions.”

When, therefore, hefound in hisstudy of the Bible, vari-
ouschronological periodsthat, according to hisunderstanding
of them, extended to the second coming of Christ, he could
not but regard them asthe “times before appointed,” which
God had revealed unto His servants. “ The secret things,”
says Moses, “ belong unto the Lord our God; but those
things which arerevealed belong unto us and to our
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children forever” (Deuteronomy 29:29). And the Lord
declares by the prophet Amos, that He “will do nothing, but
He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets.”
Amos 3:7. The students of God’s Word may then con-
fidently expect to find the most stupendous event to
take place in human history clearly pointed out in the
Scriptures of truth.

“As| wasfully convinced,” saysMiller, that “all Scrip-
tureisgiven by inspiration of God and isprofitable (2 Timo-
thy 3:16); that it came not at any time by the will of man,
but waswritten as holy men were moved by the Holy Ghost
(2 Peter 1:21); and was written ‘for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope.” (Romans 15:4). | could not but regard the chrono-
logical portions of the Bible as being as much entitled to our
serious consideration asany other portion of the Scriptures.
| felt therefore that, in endeavoring to comprehend what
God in Hismercy had seen fit to reveal to us, | had no right
to pass over the prophetic periods.”

The prophecy which seemed most clearly to re-
veal the time of the second advent was that of Daniel
8:14: “Unto two thousand and three hundred days;
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Following his
rule of making Scriptureitsowninterpreter, Miller lear ned
that a day in symbolic prophecy represents a year
(Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6). He saw that the period of
2300 prophetic days, or literal years, would extend far be-
yond the close of the Jewish dispensation; hence it could
not refer to the sanctuary of that dispensation. Miller ac-
cepted the generally received view, that in the Christian
age the earth is the sanctuary. And he therefore under-
stood that the cleansing of the sanctuary, foretold in
Daniel 8:14, represented the purification of the earth
by fire at the second coming of Christ. If, then, the
correct starting point could be found for the 2300
days, he concluded that the time of the second ad-
vent could be readily ascertained.
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With anew and deeper earnestness, Miller continued the
examination of the prophecies, whole nightsaswell asdays
being devoted to the study of what now appeared of such
stupendous importance and all-absorbing interest. In the
eighth chapter of Daniel he could find no clueto the
starting point of the 2300 days, theangel Gabriel, though
commanded to make Daniel understand thevision, gavehim
only apartia explanation. Astheterrible persecution to befll
the church was unfolded to the prophet’s vision, physical
strength gave way. He could endure no more, and the an-
gel left him for the time. Daniel “fainted, and was sick
certain days.” “And | was astonished at the vision,”
he says, “but none understood it.”

Yet God had bidden His messenger, “Make this man
to understand thevision.” That commission must be ful-
filled. In obedience to it, the angel, some time afterward,
returned to Danidl, saying, “| am now comeforthto givethee
skill and understanding;” “therefore understand the matter,
and consider the vision.” Daniel 9:22, 23. There was
only one point in the vision of chapter eight which had
been left unexplained, namely, that relating to time,—
the period of the 2300 days; therefore, theangel, in re-
suming his explanation, dwells exclusively upon the
subject of time:

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city. . . Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the commandment to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall
be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street
shall bebuilt again, and thewall, evenintroubloustimes. And
after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for Himsdlf . . And Heshdl confirm the covenant with many
for oneweek; and in the midst of theweek He shall causethe
sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” Daniel 9:24-27.

The angel had been sent to Daniel for the express
purpose of explaining to him the point which he had
failed to understand in the vision of the eighth chap-
ter, the statement relative to time,—"“Unto two thou-
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sand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.” After bidding Daniel “understand the matter, and
consider the vision,” the very first words of the angel are,
“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city.” Theword here, translated “ deter mined,”

literally signifies “ cut off.” Seventy weeks, represent-
ing 490 years, are declared by the angel to be cut off,
as specially pertaining to the Jews. But from what
werethey cut off? Asthe 2300 days was the only period
of timementioned in chapter eight, it must be the period from
which the seventy weeks were cut off; the seventy weeks
must ther efore be a part of the 2300 days, and the two
periods must begin together. The seventy weeks were
declared by the angel to date from the going forth of the com-
mandment to restore and build Jerusalem. If the date of this
commandment could befound, then the starting point for the
great period of the 2300 days would be ascertained.

In the seventh chapter of Ezrathe decreeisfound.
Ezra 7:12-26. In itscompletest form it wasissued by
Artaxerxes, king of Persia, 457 B.C. But in Ezra 6:14
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem is said to have been built
“according to the commandment [margin, decree] of Cyrus,
and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.” These three
kings, in originating, re-affirming, and completing the decree,
brought it to the perfection required by the prophecy to mark
the beginning of the 2300 years. Taking 457 B.C., the
time when the decree was completed, as the date of
the commandment, every specification of the proph-
ecy concerning the seventy weeks was seen to have
been fulfilled.

“Fromthe going forth of the commandment to restoreand
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks,”—namely,
sixty-nine weeks, or 483 years. The decree of Artaxer xes
went into effect in the autumn of 457 B.C. From this
date, 483 yearsextend to theautumn of A.D. 27. At that
timethis prophecy wasfulfilled. Theword, “Messiah,” sig-
nifies“theAnointed One.” Intheautumn of A.D. 27, Christ



New Bible Truths Discovered 77

was baptized by John, and received the anointing of the
Spirit. The apostle Peter testifies that “ God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power.” Acts
10:38. And the Saviour Himself declared, “ The Spirit of the
Lord isupon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach
the gospel to the poor.” Luke 4:18. After His baptism He
cameinto Galilee, “preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God and saying, The time isfulfilled.” Mark 1:14, 15.

“And He shall confirm the covenant with many for one
week.” The “week” here brought to view isthe last
one of the seventy; it isthe last seven years of the period
allotted especially to the Jews. During thistime, extend-
ingfromA.D. 27toA.D. 34, Christ, at first in person, and
afterward by Hisdisciples, extended the gospel invitation es-
pecialy to the Jews. Asthe apostleswent forth with the good
tidings of thekingdom, the Saviour’sdirection was, “ Go not
into theway of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samari-
tansenter ye not; but go rather to thelost sheep of the house
of Israel.” Matthew 10:5, 6.

“And in the midst of the week He shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease.” In A.D. 31, three
and a half years after His baptism, our Lord was cru-
cified. With the great sacrifice offered upon Calvary, ended
that system of offerings which for four thousand years had
pointed forward to the Lamb of God. Type had met antitype,
and all the sacrificesand oblations of the ceremonial system
were there to cease.

The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially allot-
ted to the Jews, ended, as we have seen, in A.D. 34.
At that time, through the action of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the
nation sealed its rejection of the gospel, by the martyrdom
of Stephen and the persecution of the followers of Christ.
Then the message of salvation, no longer restricted to the
chosen people, wasgiven to theworld. Thedisciples, forced
by persecution to flee from Jerusalem, “went everywhere
preaching the Word.” “Philip went down to the city of
Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.” Acts 8:4, 5.
Peter, divinely guided, opened the gospel to the centurion of
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Cesarea, the God-fearing Cornelius; and the ardent Paul,
won to the faith of Christ, was commissioned to carry the
glad tidings “far hence unto the Gentiles.” Acts 8:22:21.

Thus far every specification of the prophecy is
strikingly fulfilled. And the beginning of the seventy
weeksis fixed beyond question at 457 B.C., and their
expiration in A.D. 34. From thisdate thereis no dif-
ficulty in finding the termination of the 2300 days.
The seventy weeks—490 days—having been cut off
from the 2300, there were 1810 days remaining. After
theend of 490 days, the 1810 dayswerestill to befulfilled.
From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to 1844. Conse-
quently the 2300 daysof Daniel 8:14 terminatein 1844. At
the expiration of thisgreat prophetic period, upon thetes-
timony of the angel of God, “the sanctuary shall be
cleansed.” Thusthetime of the cleansing of the sanctuary
—which was almost universally believed to take place at
the second advent—was definitely pointed out.

Entering upon the study of the Scripturesashe had
done, in order to provethat they were arevelation
from God, Miller had not, at the outset, the slightest
expectation of reaching the conclusion at which he
had now arrived. He himself could hardly credit the re-
sults of hisinvestigation. But the Scripture evidence was
too clear and forcible to be set aside.

He had devoted two years to the study of the
Bible; when, in 1818, he reached the solemn convic-
tion that in about twenty-five years Christ would ap-
pear for the redemption of His people. “I need not
speak,” saysMiller, * of thejoy that filled my heartin view
of the delightful prospect, nor of the ardent longings of my
soul for a participation in the joys of the redeemed. The
Bible was now to me anew book. It wasindeed afeast of
reason; all that wasdark, mystical, or obscure, tome, inits
teachings, had been dissipated from my mind before the
clear light that now dawned from its sacred pages; and oh,
how bright and gloriousthe truth appeared! All the contra-
dictionsand inconsistencies| had beforefound in theWord
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were gone; and, although there were many portions of
which | was not satisfied that | had afull understanding, yet
so much light had emanated fromit to theillumination of my
before darkened mind, that | felt adelight in studying the Scrip-
tureswhich | had not before supposed could be derived from
itsteachings.”

“With the solemn conviction that such momentous events
were predicted in the Scripturesto befulfilled in so short a
space of time, the question came home to me with mighty
power regarding my duty to the world in view of the evi-
dence that had affected my own mind.” He could not but
feel that it was his duty to impart to others the light which
he had received. He expected to encounter opposition
from theungodly, but was confident that all Christians
would reoicein the hope of meeting the Saviour whom
they professed to love. Hisonly fear wasthat, in their
great joy at the prospect of glorious deliverance, so
soon to be consummated, many would receive the
doctrine without sufficiently examining the Scriptures
in demonstration of itstruth. He therefore hesitated to
present it, lest he should bein error and be the means of mis-
leading others. He was thus led to review the evi-
dences, in support of the conclusions at which he had
arrived, and to consider carefully every difficulty
which presented itself to his mind. He found that objec-
tionsvanished beforethelight of God'sWord, asmist before
the rays of the sun. Five years spent thusleft him fully
convinced of the correctness of his position [1823].

And now the duty of making known to otherswhat
he believed to be so clearly taught in the Scriptures
urged itself with new force upon him. “When | was
about my business,” hesaid, “it wascontinualy ringinginmy
ears, Go and tell theworld of their danger. Thistext was
constantly occurring to me: ‘“When | say unto thewicked, O
wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to
warn thewicked from hisway, that wicked man shall diein
hisiniquity; but hisblood will | require at thine hand. Nev-
ertheless, if thou warn the wicked of hisway to turn from
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it; if hedo not turnfrom hisway, he shall diein hisiniquity;
but thou hast delivered thy soul.” Ezekiel 33:8, 9. | felt that
if the wicked could be effectually warned, multitudes of
them would repent; and that if they were not warned, their
blood might be required at my hand.”

He began to present hisviewsin private as he had
opportunity, praying that some minister might feel
their force and devote himself to their promulgation.
But he could not banish the conviction that he had apersonal
duty to performin giving thewarning. Thewordswere ever
recurring to hismind, “ Go and tell it to theworld; their blood
will | require at thy hand.” For nineyearshe waited, the
burden still pressing upon hissoul, until in 1831 he for
thefirst time publicly gave the reasons of his faith.

AsElishawascalled fromfollowing hisoxeninthefield,
to receivethe mantle of consecration to the prophetic office,
so wasWilliam Miller called to leave his plow and open to
the peoplethe mysteries of thekingdom of God. With trem-
bling he entered upon hiswork, leading his hearers
down, step by step, through the prophetic periodsto
the second appearing of Christ. With every effort he
gained strength and courage as he saw the wide-
spread interest excited by hiswords.

It was only at the solicitation of his brethren, in whose
words he heard the call of God, that Miller consented to
present hisviewsin public. Hewasnow fifty year sof age,
unaccustomed to public speaking and burdened with
a sense of unfitnessfor the work before him. But from
thefirst hislaborswere blessed in a remarkable man-
ner tothesalvation of souls. Hisfirst lecturewasfollowed
by areigiousawakening, inwhich thirty entirefamilies, with
the exception of two persons, were converted. He wasim-
mediately urged to speak in other places. And in nearly ev-
ery place hislabor resulted in arevival of thework of God.
Sinners were converted, Christians were roused to greater
consecration, and deists and infidels were led to acknowl -
edgethetruth of the Bibleand the Christianreligion. Thetes-
timony of those among whom he labored was: “A class of
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minds are reached by him that are not within the influence
of other men.” “His preaching is calculated to arouse the
public mind to the great things of religion, and to check the
growing worldliness and sensuality of the age.”

In nearly every town there were scores, in some
hundreds, converted astheresult of hispreaching. In
many places Protestant churches of nearly all denomi-
nations wer e thrown open to him; and the invitations
tolabor usually came from the ministersof the several
congregations. It washisinvariablerule not to labor in any
place to which he had not been invited; yet he soon found
himself unableto comply with half the requeststhat poured
inupon him.

Many who did not accept hisviews, asto the exact time
of the second advent, were convinced of the certainty and
nearness of Christ’'s coming and their need of preparation.
In some of the large cities his work produced a
mar ked impression. Liquor deal ers abandoned the traf-
fic and turned their shopsinto meeting-rooms,; gambling dens
were broken up, infidels, deists, Universalists, and the most
abandoned profligates were reformed—some of whom had
not entered ahouse of worship for years. Prayer meetings
wer e established by the various denominations, in
different quarters, at amost every hour, business men as-
sembling at midday for prayer and praise. Therewas no ex-
travagant excitement, but an almost universal solemnity on
the minds of the people. Hiswork, like that of the early
reformers, tended rather to convince the understanding and
arouse the conscience than merely to excite the emotions.

Hetraveled and preached unceasingly, though his
personal laborswer e confined principally to the New
England and Middle States. For several years his ex-
penseswere met wholly from hisown private purse, and he
never afterward received enough to meet the expense of
travel to the places where he was invited. Thus his public
labors, so far from being apecuniary benefit, were aheavy
tax upon hisproperty, which gradually diminished during this
period of hislife. He was the father of alarge family. But,
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asthey wereadll frugal and industrious, hisfarm sufficed for
their maintenance as well as his own.

Yet he did not prosecute hiswork without bitter op-
position. Aswith earlier reformers, thetruthswhich he pre-
sented were not received with favor by popular religious
teachers. Asthese could not maintain their position by the
Scriptures, they were driven to resort to the sayings and doc-
trines of men, to thetraditions of the Fathers. But theWord
of God wasthe only testimony accepted by the preach-
ersof theAdvent truth. “TheBible, and the Bible only,”
wastheir watchword. Thelack of Scriptureargument on
the part of their opponentswas supplied by ridicule and
scoffing. Time, means, and talentswere employed in malign-
ing thosewhose only offensewasthat they looked with joy for
thereturn of their Lord, and weregtrivingtoliveholy lives, and
to exhort othersto prepare for His appearing.

Earnest werethe efforts put forth to draw away the
minds of the people from the subject of the second ad-
vent. It was made to appear a sin, something of which
men should be ashamed, to study the prophecieswhich re-
late to the coming of Christ and the end of theworld. Thus
the popular ministry undermined faith in the Word of God.
Their teaching made men infidels, and many took licenseto
walk after their own ungodly lusts.

Despite all opposition, theinterest in the Advent
movement had continued to increase. From scor es
and hundreds, the congregations had grown to as
many thousands. Large accessions had been made to the
various churches, but after atimethe spirit of opposition was
manifested even against these converts, and the chur ches
began to take disciplinary steps with those who had
embraced Miller’s views.

Asthe argumentsfrom the prophetic periods were
found to beimpregnable, opposers endeavored to dis-
courage investigation of the subject, by teaching that
the prophecies wer e sealed. Thus Protestants followed
in the steps of Romanists. Whilethe papa church withholds
the Bible from the people, Protestant chur ches claimed
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that an important part of the sacred Word—and that
the part which bringsto view truths specially appli-
cable to our time—could not be under stood.

Ministers and people declared that the prophecies of
Daniel and the Revelation were incomprehensible myster-
ies. But Christ directed His disciples to the words of the
prophet Daniel concerning eventsto take placein their time,
and said, “Whoso readeth, let him understand.” Mat-
thew 24:15. And the assertion that the Revelation is a
mystery, not to be understood, is contradicted by the very
title of the book: “ The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to show unto His servantsthingswhich must
shortly come to pass. . . Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein; for thetimeis
at hand.” Revelation 1:1, 3.

Why, then, this widespread ignorance concerning
an important part of Holy Writ? Why thisgeneral reluc-
tance to investigate its teachings? It is the result of a stud-
ied effort of the prince of darknessto conceal from men that
which revealshisdeceptions. For thisreason, Christ the Rev-
elator, foreseeing thewarfarethat would bewaged against the
study of the Revelation, pronounced a blessing upon all who
should read, hear, and observe the words of the prophecy.

Inexplaining Daniel 8:14, “Unto two thousand and three
hundred days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” Miller,
as has been stated, adopted the generally received
view that the earth isthe sanctuary, and he believed
that the cleansing of the sanctuary represented the
purification of the earth by fire at the coming of the
Lord. When, therefore, he found that the close of the 2300
dayswasdefinitely foretold, he concluded that thisrevealed
thetime of the second advent. Hiserror resulted from ac-
cepting the popular view asto what constitutes the
sanctuary.

Inthetypica system,—which was a shadow of the sac-
rificeand priesthood of Christ,—the cleansing of the sanc-
tuary wasthelast service performed by the high priest
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in the yearly round of ministration. It wasthe closing
work of theatonement,—aremoval or putting away of sin
from Israel. It prefigured the closing work in the ministra-
tion of our High Priest in Heaven, inthe removal or blotting
out of the sins of His people, which are registered in the
heavenly records. This serviceinvolvesa work of inves-
tigation, awork of judgment; and it immediately pre-
cedes the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory; for when He comes, ev-
ery case has been decided. Says Jesus, “My reward is
with Me, to give every man according ashiswork shall be.”
Revelation 22:12. It isthiswork of judgment, imme-
diately preceding the second advent, that is an-
nounced in the first angel’s message of Revelation
14:7: “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour
of His Judgment is come.”

Thosewho proclaimed thiswarning gave theright mes-
sage at the right time. Like the great Reformation of
the sixteenth century, the Advent movement ap-
peared in the different countries of Christendom at
the same time. In both Europe and America, men of
faith and prayer were led to the study of the prophe-
cies. And, tracing down the inspired record, they saw con-
vincing evidence that the end of al thingswas at hand. In
different lands there were isolated bodies of Christians,
who, solely by the study of the Scriptures, arrived at the
belief that the Saviour’s advent was near.

In 1821, threeyears after Miller had arrived at his
exposition of the prophecies pointing to the time of
thejudgment, Dr. Joseph Wolff, “themissionary to the
world,” began to proclaim the Lord’s soon coming.

During the twenty-four years from 1821 to 1845,
Wolff traveled extensively: in Africa, visiting Egypt and
Abyssinia; in Asia, traversing Palestine, Syria, Persia,
Bokhara, and India. He also visited the United Sates.

Asearly as 1826 the Advent message began to be
preached in England. The movement here did not take so
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definiteaform asin America. The exact time of the advent
was not so generally taught, but the great truth of Christ’s
soon coming in power and glory wasextensively proclaimed.
And this not among dissenters and nonconformist only.
Mourant Brock, an English writer, states that about
seven hundred ministers of the Church of England
wer e engaged in preaching this “ gospel of the king-
dom.” The message pointing to 1844 as the time of
the Lord’s coming was also given in Great Britain.
Advent publicationsfrom the United Stateswerewidely cir-
culated. Books and journals were republished in England.
Andin 1842, Robert Winter, an Englishman by birth,
who had received the Advent faith in America, returned
to his native country to herald the coming of the Lord.
Many united with him in thework, and the message of the
Judgement was proclaimed in various parts of England.

In South America, in the midst of barbarism and
priestcraft, Lacunza, a Spaniard and a Jesuit, found his
way to the Scriptures, and thus received the truth of
Christ’s speedy return. Impelled to give the warning, yet
desiring to escape the censures of Rome, he published his
views under the assumed name of “ Rabbi Ben-Israel,” rep-
resenting himself as a converted Jew. Lacunzalived in the
eighteenth century, but it wasabout 1825 that hisbook, having
found itsway to London, wastrandated into the English lan-
guage. Its publication served to deepen the interest already
awakening in England in the subject of the second advent.

In Germany the doctrine had been taught in the
eighteenth century by Bengel, a minister in the
Lutheran Church, and a celebrated Biblical scholar
and critic.

Thelight shone also in France and Switzerland. At
Geneva, where Farel and Calvin has spread the truths
of the Reformation, Gaussen preached the message
of the second advent.

In Scandinavia also the Advent message was pro-
claimed, and a widespread interest was kindled. Many
were aroused from their careless security, to confess
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and forsake their sins, and seek pardon in the name of
Christ. But the clergy of the State church opposed the
movement, and through their influence somewho preached
the message were throwninto prison. In many placeswhere
the preachersof the L ord’s soon coming were thus silenced,
God was pleased to send the message, in a miraculous
manner, through little children. Asthey were under
age, the law of the State could not restrain them; and
they wer e per mitted to speak unmolested.

To William Miller and his co-laborersit was given
to preach the warning in America. This country be-
came the center of the great Advent movement. It
was here that the prophecy of the first angel’s mes-
sage had its most direct fulfillment. The writings of
Miller and his associates wer e carried to distant lands.
Wherever missionaries had penetrated in all theworld, were
sent the glad tidings of Christ’s speedy return. Far and
wide spread the message of the everlasting gospel,
“Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His
Judgment is come” [Revelation 14:7].

The testimony of the prophecies which seemed to point
to the coming of Christ in the spring of 1844 took deep hold
of the minds of the people. Asthe message went from State
to State, there was everywhere awakened widespread in-
terest. Many wer e convicted that the arguments from
the prophetic periods were correct. And, sacrificing
their pride of opinion, they joyfully received the truth.
Someministerslaid asidetheir sectarian viewsand feglings,
|eft their salariesand their churches, and united in proclaiming
the coming of Jesus.

The time of expectation passed, and Christ did not
appear for the deliverance of His people. Those, who
with sincere faith and love had looked for their Sav-
iour, experienced a bitter disappointment. Yet the pur-
poses of God were being accomplished: Hewastesting the
hearts of those who professed to bewaiting for His appear-
ing. There were among them many who had been ac-
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tuated by no higher motive than fear. Their profession
of faith had not affected their heartsor their lives. When
the expected event failed to take place, these persons
declared that they wer e not disappointed; they had never
believed that Christ would come. They were among the
first toridicule the sorrow of thetrue believers.

Chapter 117

What is the Sanctuary?

The scripture which, above all others, had been
both the foundation and central pillar of the Advent
faith was the declaration, “Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words
todl believersinthe L ord’ssoon coming. By thelipsof thou-
sandswasthis prophecy repeated asthe watchword of their
faith. All felt that upon the eventstherein foretold depended
their brightest expectations and most cherished hopes.
These prophetic days had been shown to terminatein
the autumn of 1844. In common with therest of the
Christian world, Adventiststhen held that the earth,
or some portion of it, wasthe sanctuary. They under-
stood that the cleansing of the sanctuary was the pu-
rification of the earth by thefires of the last great day,
and that thiswould take place at the second advent.
Hence the conclusion that Christ would return to the earth
in1844.

But the appointed time had passed, and the L ord had not
appeared. The believers knew that God’s Word could
not fail; their interpretation of the prophecy must be
at fault; but where was the mistake? Many rashly cut
the knot of difficulty by denying that the 2300 days
ended in 1844. No reason could be given for this, except
that Christ had not come at the time they expected Him.
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THE 2300 YEAR PROPHECY

“Unto 2300 days (years), then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”—Daniel 8:14.

70 WEEKS (OF YEARS)
= 490 YEARS

69 WEEKS (OF YEARS)
= 483 YEARS

3% 3%
YRS YRS 1810 YEARS
457 B.C. 27 A.D. 31 A.D. 34 A.D. 1844 A.D.
Jesus Crucifixion Stephen Judgment
Baptized Stoned Begins

CHAPTER SUPPLEMENT: DANIELS AMAZING PROPHECIES

The master prophecy of the Bible is given in Daniel 8. This chapter closely
connects with Daniel 7 and 9, and should be studied with them.

DANIEL 7 (written in 553-552 B.C.) reveals world history from Daniel’s
time down to the second advent of Christ. In vision, Daniel sees four world
empires symbolized as beasts, followed by a little horn power (Dan 7:1-8,
15-21, 23-25). The Investigative Judgment then convenes in heaven (Dan
7:9-10, 13, 22, 26). And, after that, history ends with the second advent of
Christ (Dan 7:14, 27-28).

The animals in Daniel 7 parallel the parts of the metal image of Daniel 2.
The lion in chapter 7 is Babylon (605-538 B.C.). The bear is Medo-Persia
(538-331 B.C.). The leopard beast is Grecia (331-301 B.C.), at which time
it becomes divided into four kingdoms which continue on until around 168
B.C. The terrible beast is Pagan Rome (168 B.C. to the 5th Century A.D.,
when it becomes broken into ten kingdoms). The little horn is Papal Rome,
which gained full power by A.D. 538, after uprooting three kingdoms (the
Heruli, Vandals, and Ostrogoths).

DANIEL 8 is composed of two major parts. The first is an EVENT proph-
ecy that closely parallels the prophecy of Daniel 7. This prophecy is about
two beasts and a little horn that follows them (Dan 8:1-12, 20-25). The first
beast, a ram, is Medo-Persia (538-331 B.C.), and the he-goat which struck
it down was Grecia (331-168 B.C.). The “notable horn” was Alexander the
Great who, before his death in 323, carved out the largest empire in history
up to that time—in only ten years. When he was broken off in the prime of
life, the empire divided into four sections. The little horn is Pagan Rome
which, historians tell us, was taken over by Papal Rome. Much of Daniel 7
and 8 (7:8, 19-26; 8:9-12, 23-25) is given to a concern over this power
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which would speak blasphemies (7:8, 20; 8:11), seek to kill God’s people
(7:21, 25; 8:10, 24-25), cast down the truth (8:12, 25), tear God’s Sanctu-
ary down from heaven (8:11), and even try to change the law of God (7:25).
Revelation 13 (read verses 6-7, for example) deals with the same little horn
power—the Papacy.

But there is a second part to Daniel 8: This is a TIME prophecy (Dan
8:13-14, 26). The prophecy itself is given in Daniel 8:14. “Unto two thou-
sand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” Careful
reading of this chapter reveals that, while the angel Gabriel was told to explain
the vision of Daniel 8 to the prophet (8:16), only the event prophecy was
explained (8:17-25) while the time prophecy was only referred to (8:26). Daniel
nearly fainted under the burden (8:27), and the prayer of Daniel 9 is the result.

DANIEL 9 begins with the prophet’s prayer for guidance and help for his
people (Dan 9:1-19). Gabriel, the one whom he had seen in his earlier vision
(8:16), is then sent in answer to his prayer (9:20-21), in order to complete
the explanation (9:22-23).

THE LONGEST PROPHECY BEGINS. The 70 week prophecy (Dan 9:24-
27) is the first part of the 2300 day prophecy. Seventy weeks are “deter-
mined” (“cut off” in Hebrew—cut off from the larger 2300 day [year] proph-
ecy) for the Jews. Therefore, the first part of the 2300 day prophecy of Daniel
8:14 is time allocated to the Jews, to conclude their probation as God’s
specially favored nation.

In Bible prophecy, a day equals a year (Num 14:34; Ezek 4.6). The decree
of Artaxerxes, given in his seventh year as king, in 457 B.C. (Dan 9:25; Ezra
6:14; 7:6-8), restoring the Jewish government, begins this vast time proph-
ecy of 2300 years. The first 70 weeks (Dan 9:24-27) of this prophecy, cut off
or allotted to the Jews, equals 490 years. The walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt
in 7 weeks, or 49 years (408 B.C.). Another 62 weeks brings us to the anointing
of Christ for His mission in A.D. 27. Now 483 years are past; only 1 week
remains of the 70. In the midst of this week (Dan 9:26-27), A.D. 31, the
Messiah is cut off, crucified. A second half-week of 3'2 years brings us to A.D.
34, when at the stoning of Stephen the gospel is taken to the Gentiles.

THE LONGEST PROPHECY ENDS. In A.D. 34 the 70 weeks, or 490 years,
is completed. There remains 1810 years of this longest Bible prophecy, of
Daniel 8:14, to be fulfilled. At its termination, in A.D. 1844, began the “cleans-
ing of the sanctuary” predicted in this important passage of Daniel 8:14.

Jesus is our High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary (the pattern of the
earthly). In 1844, He began His final work in it, prior to His second advent to
the earth for His people.
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They argued that if, the prophetic days had ended in 1844,
Christ would then have returned to cleanse the sanctuary by
the purification of the earth by fire; and that, since He had
not come, the days could not have ended.

To accept this conclusion was to renounce the
former reckoning of the prophetic periods. The 2300
days had been found to begin when the commandment of
Artaxerxesfor therestoration and building of Jerusa-
lem went into effect, in the autumn of 457 B.C. Taking
this as the starting point, there was perfect harmony in the
application of al theeventsforetoldinthe explanation of that
period in Dan 9:25-27. Sixty-nine weeks, the first 483
of the 2300 year s, were to reach to the Messiah, the
Anointed One; and Christ’s baptism and anointing by
theHoly Spirit, A.D. 27, exactly fulfilled the specification.
In the midst of the seventieth week, M essiah was to
be cut off. Three and a half years after His baptism,
Christ was crucified, in the spring of A.D. 31. The sev-
enty weeks, or 490 years, were to pertain especialy to the
Jews. At the expiration of this period, the nation sealed its
rejection of Christ by the persecution of Hisdisciples, and
the apostles turned to the Gentiles, A.D. 34. Thefirst 490
years of the 2300 having then ended, 1810 years
would remain. From A.D. 34, 1810 years extend to
1844. “Then,” said the angel, “shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.” All the preceding specifications of the prophecy
had been unquestionably fulfilled at thetime appointed. With
thisreckoning, al was clear and harmonious, except that it
was not seen that any event answering to the cleansing of
the sanctuary had taken placein 1844. To deny that the days
ended at that timewasto involve thewhole question in con-
fusion, and to renounce positionswhich had been established
by unmistakablefulfillmentsof prophecy [Moreinformation
onthiswasgiven on pp. 74-78, 83-84].

But God had led His peoplein the great Advent
movement; His power and glory had attended the
work, and He would not permit it to end in darkness
and disappointment, to be reproached as afalse and fa-



What is the Sanctuary? 91

natical excitement. He would not leave Hisword involved
in doubt and uncertainty. Though many abandoned their
former reckoning of the prophetic periods, and denied
the correctness of the movement based thereon, oth-
erswere unwilling to renounce points of faith and ex-
perience that were sustained by the Scripturesand by
the witness of the Spirit of God.

In their investigation they learned that thereisno
Scripture evidence sustaining the popular view that
the earth isthe sanctuary; but they found in the Bible
afull explanation of the subject of thesanctuary, itsna-
ture, location, and services; the testimony of the sacred
writers being so clear and ample asto place the matter be-
yond all question. The apostle Paul, in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, says. “ Then verily thefirst covenant had also or-
dinances of divine service, and aworldly sanctuary. For
there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the
candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is
called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the taber-
naclewhichiscalled the holiest of all, which had thegolden
censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about
with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and
Aaron’'srod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; and
over it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy seat.”
Hebrews 9:1-5.

The sanctuary to which Paul herereferswasthe
taber nacle built by M oses at the command of God, as
the earthly dwelling place of the Most High. “Let them
make me asanctuary, that | may dwell among them” (Exo-
dus 25:8) was the direction given to Moses while in the
mount with God. Thelsragliteswerejourneying through the
wilderness, and the tabernacle was so constructed that it
could beremoved from placeto place; yet it wasastructure
of great magnificence. Itswallsconsisted of upright boards
heavily plated with gold, and set in sockets of silver, while
theroof wasformed of aseriesof curtains, or coverings, the
outer of skins, theinnermost of finelinen beautifully wrought
with figures of cherubim. Besides the outer court, which
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CHAPTER SUPPLEMENT: THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE

The sanctuary in the wilderness was constructed under the direction of Moses,
in accordance with the pattern shown him in the mount (Ex 25:9, 40; Heb 8:5).

Enclosing this wilderness tabernacle was an OUTER COURT which was made
of white curtains attached to poles (Ex 27:9-18), and was about 75 feet wide by
150 feet long (based on an 18-inch cubit). Within the Court was the ALTAR OF
BURNT OFFERING, the Laver, and the Tabernacle. This altar was also called the
Brazen Altar, since there was a second altar (the Golden Altar) inside the Taber-
nacle. This outside (Ex 27:1-8) altar was hollow inside, overlaid with brass, and
was 5 feet high and 7' feet square. Upon this altar were placed the animals that
were offered as burnt sacrifice. Just beyond, stood the brass LAVER (Ex 30:18-
21), where the priests washed before entering the Tabernacle.

The TABERNACLE (the sanctuary) (Ex 26:1-37) was a tent with wooden walls,
four layers as a roof covering, with gold and beautiful curtains inside. About 15 by
45feetin size, this Tabernacle was portable, so it could be taken apart and moved
from place to place during the journeys of Israel through the wilderness. Divided by
an inner veil into two rooms (apartments), it was the holiest place on earth.

The priest entered the FIRST APARTMENT everyday with the blood, and went
past the seven-branched Golden Candlestick, with its seven lamps of fire (Ex
25:31-40); past the Table of Shewbread, containing the dedicated bread that stood
before the Presence of the Lord (Ex 25:23-30); and on to the Altar of Incense, or
Golden Altar (Ex 30:1-10), from whence the smoke of a specially prepared incense
wafted up, over the top of the dividing veil (which did not reach to the ceiling) and
into the Holy of Holies beyond. Upon the Golden Altar and dividing veil, the priest
sprinkled some of the sacrificial blood (Lev 4-5). A partial description of this may
be found in Hebrews 9:1-7. All of the furniture within the First and Second Apart-
ments was of solid gold, or covered with gold.

The SECOND APARTMENT, or Most Holy Place (Ex 26:33), contained the Ark
of the Covenant (Heb 9:3-4). Between two CHERUBIM was the glory of the
SHIKINAH—the Presence of God (Ex 25:20-22; 40:34). Beneath it was the
MERCY SEAT, a solid gold slab that covered the top of the ARK, wherein lay the
foundation of God’s government: the MORAL LAW OF TEN COMMANDMENTS (Ex
20:3-17) which was written by the finger of God on stone (Ex 24:12) and then
placed in the Ark (Ex 40:20). All of mankind is to be governed by those holy
precepts, even down to the end of time (Rev 12:17; 14:12) and beyond (Rev 22:14;
Isa 66:22-23). The DAILY SERVICE continued all year; but, once a year on the DAY
OF ATONEMENT, the high priest entered the Second Apartment—to cleanse the
sanctuary and the people of sin (Lev 16:30, 33-34 and all of the chapter; Dan 8:14).
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contained theatar of burnt offering, thetabernacleitself con-
sisted of two apartments called the holy and the most holy
place, separated by arich and beautiful curtain, or veil; a
similar veil closed the entrance to the first apartment.
Intheholy placewasthe candlestick, on the south, with
itsseven lampsgiving light to the sanctuary both by day and
by night; on the north stood the tabl e of shewbread; and be-
forethe veil separating the holy from the most holy wasthe
golden altar of incense, from which the cloud of fragrance,
withthe prayersof |srael, was daily ascending before God.
In the most holy place stood the ark, a chest of pre-
cious wood overlaid with gold, the depository of the two
tables of stone upon which God had inscribed the law of ten
commandments. Above the ark, and forming the cover to the
sacred chest, wasthe mercy sest, amagnificent piece of work-
manship, surmounted by two cherubim, one at each end, and
al wrought of solid gold. Inthisapartment thedivine presence
was manifested in the cloud of glory between the cherubim.
After the settlement of the Hebrewsin Canaan, the
taber nacle was replaced by the temple of Solomon,
which, though a permanent structure and upon alarger scale,
observed thesame proportionsand wassimilarly furnished. In
thisform the sanctuary existed—except whileitlay inruinsin
Daniel’stime, until itsdestruction by the Romans, inA.D. 70.
Thisisthe only sanctuary that ever existed on the
earth, of which the Bible gives any information. This
was declared by Paul to be the sanctuary of the first
covenant. But has the new covenant no sanctuary?
Turning again to the book of Hebrews, the seekers for
truth found that the existence of asecond, or new-covenant,
sanctuary wasimplied in thewords of Paul already quoted:
“Then verily thefirst covenant had also ordinancesof divine
service, and aworldly sanctuary.” And the use of the word
also intimates that Paul has before made mention of this
sanctuary. Turning back to the beginning of the previous
chapter they read: “Now of the things which we have spo-
ken thisisthe sum: We have such an high priest, who is set
on the right hand of the throne of the Mgjesty in the heav-
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ens, aminister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle,
which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 8:1, 2.

Hereisrevealed the sanctuary of the new covenant.
Thesanctuary of thefirst covenant was pitched by man, built
by Moses; thisis pitched by the Lord, not by man. In
that sanctuary the earthly priests performed their service;
in this, Christ, our great high priest, ministers at
God’sright hand. One sanctuary was on earth; the other
isin Heaven.

Further, the tabernacle built by M oses was made
after a pattern. The Lord directed him, “According to all
that | show thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the
pattern of al theinstrumentsthereof, even so shall ye make
it.” Exodus 25:9. And again the charge was given, “Look
that thou make them after their pattern, which was showed
theein the mount.” Exodus 25:40. And Paul says, that the
first tabernacle “was afigure for the time then present, in
which were offered both gifts and sacrifices;” that its holy
places were “ patterns of thingsin the heavens;” that the
priestswho offered giftsaccording to thelaw, served, “untothe
example and shadow of heavenly things,” and that “ Christ is
not entered into the holy placesmadewith hands, which arethe
figuresof thetrue, but into Heavenitsdlf, now to appear inthe
presence of God for us.” Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:5; 9:24.

The sanctuary in Heaven, in which Jesus ministers
in our behalf, isthe great original, of which the sanc-
tuary built by Moses was a copy. God placed His Spirit
upon the builders of the earthly sanctuary. The artistic skill
displayed inits construction was a manifestation of divine
wisdom. Thewalls had the appearance of massivegold, re-
flecting in every direction thelight of the seven lamps of the
golden candlestick. Thetable of shewbread and the altar of
incense glittered like burnished gold. The gorgeous curtain
which formed the ceiling, inwrought with figures of angels
in blue and purple and scarlet, added to the beauty of the
scene. And beyond the second veil was the holy shekinah,
the visible manifestation of God’sglory, beforewhich none
but the high priest could enter and live. The matchless
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splendor of the earthly taber naclereflected to human vi-
sion the glories of that heavenly temple where Christ
our forerunner ministersfor us beforethe throne of
God. The abiding place of the King of kings, where thou-
sand thousands minister unto Him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stand before Him (Daniel 7:10); that temple,
filled with the glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim,
itsshining guardians, veil their facesin adoration, could find,
in the most magnificent structure ever reared by human
hands, but afaint reflection of itsvastnessand glory. Yet im-
portant truths concer ning the heavenly sanctuary and
the great work there carried forward for man’sre-
demption, weretaught by theearthly sanctuary and its
services.

The holy places of the sanctuary in Heaven arerep-
resented by the two apartmentsin the sanctuary on
earth. Asin vision the apostle John was granted a view of
thetemple of God in Heaven, hebeheld there“ seven lamps
of fire burning before thethrone.” Revelation 4:5. He saw
an angel “having agolden censer; and there was given unto
him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers
of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the
throne.” Revelation 8:3. Here the prophet was permitted to
behold the first apartment of the sanctuary in Heaven; and
he saw there the “ seven lamps of fire” and the “golden al-
tar” represented by the golden candlestick and the altar of
incensein the sanctuary on earth. Again, “thetemple of God
was opened” (Revelation 11:19), and he looked within the
inner veil, upon the holy of holies. Here he beheld “the ark
of Histestament,” represented by the sacred chest con-
structed by Moses to contain the law of God.

Thusthose who wer e studying the subject found in-
disputable proof of the existence of a sanctuary in
Heaven. Moses made the earthly sanctuary after a pattern
which was shown him. Paul declares that the pattern was
the true sanctuary which isin Heaven. And John testifies
that he saw it in Heaven.

In the templein Heaven, the dwelling place of God, His
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throneisestablished in righteousness and judgment. In the
most holy placeisHislaw, the great rule of right by
which all mankind aretested. The ark that enshrines
the tables of the law is covered with the mercy seat,
before which Christ pleads His blood in the sinner’s
behalf. Thusisrepresented the union of justice and
mercy in the plan of human redemption. By His sacri-
fice and mediation, Christ is both the foundation and the
builder of the church of God.

The question, What isthe sanctuary? isclearly an-
swered in the Scriptures. The term sanctuary, as used
in the Bible, refers, first, to the tabernacle built by Mo-
ses, as a pattern of heavenly things; and, secondly, to
the “truetabernacle” in Heaven, to which the earthly
sanctuary pointed.

At the death of Christ thetypical service [on earth]
ended. The “true tabernacle” in Heaven is the sanctuary
of the new covenant. And asthe prophecy of Daniel 8:14is
fulfilled in thisdispensation, the sanctuary towhichit refers
must be the sanctuary of the new covenant. At the termi-
nation of the 2300 days, in 1844, there had been no
sanctuary on earth for many centuries. Thus the proph-
ecy, “Unto two thousand three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary becleansed [Dan 8:14],” unquestionably pointsto
the sanctuary in Heaven.

But the most important question remainsto be an-
swered: What isthe cleansing of the sanctuary? That
there was such a service in connection with the earthly
sanctuary is stated in the Old Testament Scriptures. But
can there be anything in Heaven to be cleansed? In
Hebrews 9, the cleansing of both the earthly and the heav-
enly sanctuariesisplainly taught. “ Almost all thingsare by
thelaw purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is
no remission. It was therefore necessary that the patterns
of things in the heavens should be purified with these (the
blood of animals); but the heavenly thingsthemselveswith
better sacrifices than these,” (Hebrews 9:22, 23) even the
precious blood of Christ.
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Thecleansing, both in thetypical and in thereal ser-
vice, must be accomplished with blood; in the former,
with the blood of animals; in the latter, with the blood of
Christ. Paul states, asthe reason why this cleansing must be
performed with blood, that without shedding of bloodisno
remission. Remission, or putting away of sin, isthe
work to be accomplished. But how could there besin
connected with the sanctuary, either in Heaven or upon
the earth? Thismay belearned by referenceto the symbolic
service; for the priestswho officiated on earth, served “ unto
the example and shadow of heavenly things.” Hebrews 8:5.

Theministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted
of two divisions; the priests ministered daily in the
holy place, while onceayear the high priest performed
a special work of atonement in the most holy, for the
cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the repentant sin-
ner brought his offering to the door of the tabernacle, and
placing hishand upon the victim’s head, confessed hissins,
thusin figuretransferring them from himself to theinnocent
sacrifice. The animal wasthen dain. “Without shedding of
blood,” saysthe apostle, thereisno remission of sin. “The
life of thefleshisintheblood.” Leviticus 17:11. The bro-
ken law of God demanded the life of the transgressor. The
blood, representing theforfeited life of thesinner, whoseguilt
thevictim bore, was carried by the priest into the holy place
and sprinkled beforethe veil, behind which wastheark con-
taining the law that the sinner had transgressed. By this
ceremony the sin was, through the blood, transferred
in figureto the sanctuary. In some cases the blood was
not taken into the holy place; but thefleshwasthento beeaten
by the priest, as Moses directed the sons of Aaron, saying,
“God hath givenit you to bear theiniquity of thecongregetion.”
Leviticus 10:17. Both ceremonies alike symbolized the
transfer of the sin from the penitent to the sanctuary.

Such was the work that went on, day by day,
throughout the year. The sins of Israel were thus
transferred to the sanctuary, and a special work be-
came necessary for their removal. God commanded that
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an atonement be made for each of the sacred apartments.
“He shall make an atonement for the holy place, because of
the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of
their transgressionsin al their sins; and so shall hedo for the
tabernacle of the congregation, that remaineth among them
inthe midst of their uncleanness.” Leviticus 16:16, 19. An
atonement was also to be made for the altar, to “cleanse it,
and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Isragl.”
Leviticus 16:16, 19. Once a year, on the great day of
atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for
the cleansing of the sanctuary.

I mportant truths concerning the atonement are taught by
the typical service. A substitute was accepted in the
sinner’sstead; but the sin wasnot canceled by the blood
of the victim. A means was thus provided by which it
wastransferred tothesanctuary. By the offering of blood,
the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law, confessed
his guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for par-
don through faith in a Redeemer to come; but he was not
yet entirely released from the condemnation of the
law. On the day of atonement the high priest, having
taken an offering from the congregation, went into the
most holy place with the blood of this offering, and
sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly over the
law, to make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his
character of mediator, he took the sins upon himself, and
bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the
head of the scape goat, he confessed over him all these sins,
thusin figure transferring them from himself to the goat.
The goat then bore them away, and they were regarded as
forever separated from the people.

Such was the service performed “unto the example and
shadow of heavenly things.” And what wasdonein type,
in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary, isdonein
reality in the ministration of the heavenly sanctuary.
After Hisascension, our Saviour began Hiswork asour high
priest. Says Paul, “ Christ isnot entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
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Heavenitself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
Hebrews 9:24.

The ministration of the priest throughout the year
in thefirst apartment of the sanctuary, “within the veil”
which formed the door and separated the holy place from
the outer court, represents the work of ministration
upon which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the
work of the priest in the daily ministration to present before
God the blood of the sin offering, a so theincensewhich as-
cended with the prayersof Israel. Sodid Christ plead His
blood beforethe Father in behalf of sinnersand present
before Him also, with the precious fragrance of His own
righteousness, the prayers of penitent believers. Such was
the work of ministration in the first apartment of the sanc-
tuary in Heaven.

Thither thefaith of Christ’sdisciplesfollowed Him
as He ascended from their sight. Here their hopes
center ed, “which hope we have,” said Paul, “as an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadf ast, and which entereth into
that within theveil; whither theforerunner isfor usentered,
even Jesus, made an high priest forever.” “Neither by the
blood of goatsand calves, but by Hisown blood He entered
inonceinto the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion for us.” Hebrews 6:19, 20; 9:12.

For eighteen centuriesthiswork of ministration con-
tinued in thefir st apartment of thesanctuary. Theblood
of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitent believers, secured
their pardon and acceptance with the Father. Yet their sins
still remained upon the books of record. Asin thetypical
service there was a work of atonement at the close of
the year, so before Christ’swork for the redemption
of men iscompleted, thereisawork of atonement for
theremoval of sin from the sanctuary. Thisisthe ser-
vice which began when the 2300 days ended. At that
time, asforetold by Daniel the prophet, our High Priest en-
tered the most holy, to perform thelast division of His sol-
emn work,—to cleanse the sanctuary.

Asanciently the sins of the people were by faith placed
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upon the sin offering, and through its blood transferred, in
figure, to the earthly sanctuary, so in the new covenant
the sins of the repentant are by faith placed upon
Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanc-
tuary. And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was ac-
complished by theremoval of thesinsby which it had been
polluted, so the actual cleansing of the heavenly isto be
accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the
sinswhich are there recorded.

But, before this can be accomplished, there must be
an examination of the books of record to determine
who, through repentance of sin, and faith in Christ, are
entitled to the benefits of His atonement. The cleans-
ing of the sanctuary thereforeinvolves a work of in-
vestigation,—a work of judgment. Thiswork must be
performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His
people; for when He comes, Hisreward iswith Himto give
to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12.

Thusthose who followed in the light of the pro-
phetic word saw that, instead of coming to the earth at
the termination of the 2300 daysin 1844, Christ then
entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary,
to perform the closing work of atonement, prepar a-
tory to His coming.

Chapter 12

Che Tnvestigative
Judgment

The subject of the sanctuary wasthe key which un-
locked the mystery of the disappointment of 1844. It
opened to view a complete system of truth, connected
and harmonious, showingthat God’shand had directed
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the great Advent movement and revealing present duty,
asit brought to light the position and work of His
people.

But the people were not yet ready to meet their
Lord. Therewasstill awork of preparation to be ac-
complished for them. Light wasto be given, directing
their mindsto the temple of God in Heaven; and, as
they should by faith follow their High Priest in Hismin-
istration there, new duties would be revealed. An-
other message of warning and instruction wasto be
given to the church.

Says the prophet: “Who may abide the day of His com-
ing?and who shall stand when He appeareth?for Heislike
arefiner’sfire, and like fullers’ soap; and He shall sit asa
refiner and purifier of silver; and He shall purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may of-
fer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” Malachi
3:2-3. Those who areliving upon the earth when the
intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary
above, areto stand in the sight of a holy God without
amediator. Their robes must be spotless, their char-
actersmust be purified from sin by the blood of sprin-
kling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent
effort, they must be conquerorsin the battlewith evil. While
theinvestigative Judgment isgoing forward in Heaven, while
the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the
sanctuary, thereisto be a special work of purification,
of putting away of sin among God’s people upon earth.
Thiswork ismoreclearly presented in the messages of Rev-
elation 14.

When thiswork shall have been accomplished, the
followers of Christ will beready for His appearing.

The work of the investigative Judgment and the
blotting out of sinsis to be accomplished before the
second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are to be
judged out of the things written in the books, it is
impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out
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until after the Judgment at which their cases are to
be investigated. But the apostle Peter distinctly states
that the sins of believerswill be blotted out, “when thetimes
of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and
he shall send Jesus Christ.” Acts 3:19, 20. When the inves-
tigative Judgment closes, Christ will come, and Hisrewardis
with Him to give to every man as Hiswork shall be.

In the typical service the high priest, having made
the atonement for |Israel, cameforth and blessed the
congregation. So Christ, at the close of Hiswork asa
mediator, will appear, “without sin unto salvation” (He-
brews 9:28), to bless His waiting people with eternal life.

At the time appointed for the Judgment—the close
of the 2300 days, in 1844—bhegan the work of inves-
tigation and blotting out of sins. All who have ever
taken upon themselves the name of Christ must pass
its sear ching scrutiny. Both the living and the dead are to
be judged “ out of those things which were written in the
books, according to their works,”

“I beheld,” saysthe prophet Daniel, “till thrones
wer e placed, and Onethat was ancient of days did sit.
His raiment was white as snow, and the hair of His head
like purewool; Histhronewasfiery flames, and thewheels
thereof burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth
from before Him; thousand thousands ministered unto Him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him;
the Judgment was set, and the books were opened.”
Daniel 7:9, 10, R.V.

Thus was presented to the prophet’s vision the
great and solemn day when the characters and the
lives of men should passin review beforethe Judge
of all the earth, and to every man should berendered
“according to hisworks.” TheAncient of daysis God
theFather. Saysthe psalmist, “ Before the mountainswere
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”
Psalm 90:2. It isHe, the sour ce of all being, and the
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fountain of all law, that isto presidein the Judgment.
And holy angels, asministers and witnesses, in number “ten
thousand timesten thousand, and thousands of thousands,”
attend this great tribunal.

“And, behold, one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days,
and they brought Him near before Him. And there was
given Him dominion, and glory, and akingdom, thet &l people,
nations, and languages, should serve Him; Hisdominionis
an everlasting dominion, which shall not passaway.” Daniel
7:13,14. The coming of Christ here described is not
His second coming to the earth. He comes to the An-
cient of daysin Heavento receive dominion, and glory, and
akingdom, which will begiven Him at the close of Hiswork
as a mediator. It isthis coming, and not His second
advent to the earth, that wasforetold in prophecy to
take place at the termination of the 2300 days, in
1844. Attended by heavenly angels, our great High Priest
enters the holy of holies, and there appearsin the
presence of God, to engage in the last acts of His min-
istration in behalf of man,—to perform thework of in-
vestigative Judgment and to make an atonement for
all who are shown to be entitled to its benefits.

In the typical service, only those who had come before
God with confession and repentance, and whose sins,
through the blood of the sin offering, weretransferred to the
sanctuary, had apart in the service of the day of atonement.
So in the great day of final atonement and investiga-
tive Judgment, the only cases consider ed ar e those of
the professed people of God. The judgment of the
wicked isadistinct and separatework, and takes place
at alater period. “Judgment must begin at the house of
God; andif it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel 7’ 1 Peter 4:17.

The booksof record in Heaven, in which the names
and the deeds of men areregistered, areto determine
the decisions of the Judgment.

Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work
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of the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved
therein. The Judgment is now passing in the sanctuary
above. For more than forty yearsthiswork has been
in progress. Soon—none know how soon—it will pass
to the cases of the living. In the awful presence of God
our livesareto comeupinreview. At thistimeaboveall oth-
ersit behoovesevery soul to heed the Saviour’sadmonition,
“Weatch and pray; for ye know not when thetimeis.” Mark
13:33. “If therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come onthee
as athief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come
upon thee.” Revelation 3:3.

When the work of the Investigative Judgment
closes, the destiny of all will have been decided for life
or death. Probation is ended a short time before the
appearing of the Lord in the clouds of heaven. Christ
inthe Revelation, looking forward to that time, declares. “He
that isunjust, let him beunjust still; and hewhichisfilthy, let
him befilthy still; and hethat isrighteous, let him berighteous
still; and hethat isholy, let him be holy still. And, behold, |
comequickly; and My rewardiswith Me, to giveevery man
according as hiswork shall be.” Revelation 22:11, 12.

“Watch yetherefore. . lest coming suddenly He
find you slegping.” Mark 13:35-36. Perilousisthe con-
dition of thosewho, growing weary of their watch, turn
to the attractions of the world.

Chapler 13

God’s Unchangeable Law

“Thetemple of God was opened in Heaven, and
there was seen in Histemple the ark of His testa-
ment.” Revelation 11:19. The ark of God’s testament
isin the holy of holies, the second apartment of the
sanctuary. In the ministration of the earthly tabernacle,
which served “unto the example and shadow of heavenly
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things,” thisapartment was opened only upon the great
day of atonement, for the cleansing of the sanctuary.
Therefore the announcement that the temple of God
was opened in Heaven, and the ark of His testament
was seen, pointsto the opening of the most holy place
of the heavenly sanctuary, in 1844, as Christ entered
thereto perform the closing work of the atonement. Those
who by faith followed their great High Priest, asHe
entered upon Hisministry in the most holy place, be-
held the ark of Histestament. Asthey had studied the
subject of the sanctuary, they had come to understand the
Saviour’schange of ministration, and they saw that He was
now officiating beforethe ark of God, pleading Hisbloodin
behalf of sinners.

The ark in the tabernacle on earth contained the
two tables of stone, upon which wereinscribed the pre-
cepts of thelaw of God. The ark was merely areceptacle
for the tables of the law, and the presence of these divine
preceptsgavetoit itsvalue and sacredness. When thetemple
of God was opened in Heaven, the ark of Histestament was
seen. Within the holy of holies, in the sanctuary in
Heaven, the divine law is sacredly enshrined,—the law
that was spoken by God Himself amid thethundersof Sinai,
and written with His own finger on the tables of stone.

The law of God in the sanctuary in Heaven isthe
great original, of which the precepts inscribed upon the
tables of stone and recorded by Moses, in the Pentateuch,
were an unerring transcript. Thosewho arrived at an un-
derstanding of thisimportant point werethusled to
seethe sacred, unchanging character of thedivine law.
They saw, asnever before, theforce of the Saviour’ swords,
“Till heaven and earth pass, onejot or onetittle shall in no-
wise pass from the law.” Matthew 5:18. The law of God,
being arevelation of Hiswill, atranscript of His char-
acter, must forever endure, “as afaithful witnessin
Heaven.” Not one command has been annulled; not ajot or
tittle hasbeen changed. Saysthe psalmist: “Forever, O Lord,
Thy wordissettled in Heaven.” “ All Hiscommandmentsare
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sure. They stand fast forever and ever.” Psalm 119:89;
111:7-8.

In the very bosom of the decalogue isthe fourth
commandment, asit wasfirst proclaimed: “Remem-
ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day isthe
Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou shalt not do any
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man servant,
nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is
within thy gates: for in six daysthe Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that inthem is, and rested the seventh
day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal-
lowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11.

The Spirit of God impressed the hearts of those students
of HisWord. The conviction was urged upon them, that
they had ignorantly transgressed this precept by dis-
regarding the Creator’srest day. They began to exam-
inethereasons for observing thefirst day of the week
instead of theday which God had sanctified. They could
find no evidencein the Scripturesthat the fourth command-
ment had been abolished or that the Sabbath had been
changed; the blessing which first hallowed the seventh day
had never been removed. They had been honestly seeking
to know and to do God’s will; now, as they saw them-
selves transgressors of His law, sorrow filled their
hearts, and they manifested their loyalty to God by
keeping His Sabbath holy.

Many and earnest were the efforts made to overthrow
their faith. None could fail to see that if the earthly
sanctuary was a figure or pattern of the heavenly, the
law deposited in the ark on earth was an exact tran-
script of thelaw in the ark in Heaven; and that an ac-
ceptance of the truth concerning the heavenly sanc-
tuary involved an acknowledgment of the claims of
God’s law and the obligation of the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment. Here was the secr et of the bit-
ter and determined opposition to the harmonious expo-
sition of the Scripturesthat reveal ed the ministration of Christ
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in the heavenly sanctuary. Men sought to close the door
which God had opened and to open the door which He had
closed. But “He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth,” had declared, “ Behold, | have
set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” Rev-
elation 3:7-8. Christ had opened the door, or ministra-
tion, of themost holy place; light was shining from that
open door of the sanctuary in Heaven; and the fourth
commandment was shown to be included in the law
which isthere enshrined, what God had established and
no man could overthrow.

Those who had accepted the light concerning the
mediation of Christ, and the perpetuity of the law of
God, found that these were the truths presented in
Revelation 14:6-12. The messages of this chapter con-
stitute a threefold warning, which isto prepare the inhabi-
tants of the earth for the Lord’s second coming.

The announcement, “The hour of His Judgment
is come,” points to the closing work of Christ’s min-
istration for the salvation of men. It heraldsatruth which
must be proclaimed until the Saviour’s intercession shall
cease and He shall return to the earth to take His people to
Himself. The work of judgment, which began in 1844,
must continue until the cases of all are decided, both

THE PROPHECY OF REVELATION 14:6-12

6. And | saw another angel flying the midst of heaven, having the everlasting
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people. 7. Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come; and worship Him that made
heaven, and earth,and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

8. And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of her fornication.

9. And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his
hand; 10. the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture . . 12. Here is the patience of the saints: Here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
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of the living and the dead; hence it will extend to the
close of human probation. That men may be prepared to
stand in the Judgment, the message commands them to
“fear God, and give glory to Him,” ““and worship Him
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the foun-
tains of waters.”” The result of an acceptance of these
messages is given in the words, “Here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”

In order to be prepared for the Judgment, it is
necessary that men should keep the law of God. That
law will be the standard of character in the Judgment.
The apostle Paul declares, “ Asmany as have sinned in the
law shall be judged by thelaw; . . in the day when God shall
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” And he says that
“the doers of the law shall be judtified.” Rom. 2:12, 16, 13.
Faith is essential in order to keep of the law of God; for
“without faith it isimpossible to please Him.” And “whatso-
ever is not of faith issn.” Heb. 11:6; Rom. 14:23.

By the first angel, men are called upon to “fear
God, and give glory to Him,” and to worship Him as
the Creator of the heavens and the earth. In order to
dothis, they must obey Hislaw. Saysthe wise man, “Fear
God, and keep Hiscommandments; for thisisthewhole duty
of man.” Eccl. 12:13. Without obedience to His com-
mandments, no wor ship can be pleasing to God. “Thisis
thelove of God, that we keep His commandments.” “He that
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shdl be abomination.” 1 John 5:3; Prov. 28:9.

The duty to worship God is based upon the fact
that He is the Creator, and that to Him all other be-
ings owe their existence. And wherever, in the Bible,
His claim to reverence and worship above the gods of the
heathen is presented, there is cited the evidence of His
creative power. “All the gods of the nations are idols; but
the Lord made the heavens.” Ps. 96:5. “To whom then
will yeliken Mg, or shall | be equal? saith the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created
these things.” “ Thus saith the Lord that created the heav-
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ens; God Himself that formed the earth and made it; . . |
am the Lord; and there is none else.” Isa. 40:25-26;
45:18. Says the Psalmist: “Know ye that the Lord, He is
God: it isHethat hath made us, and not we ourselves.” “O
come, let usworship and bow down: let uskneel beforethe
Lord our Maker.” Ps. 100:3; 95:6. And the holy beings
who wor ship God in Heaven state, as the reason why
their homage is due to Him, “Thou art worthy, O
Lord, toreceive glory and honor and power: for Thou
hast created all things.” Rev. 4:11.

In Revelation 14, men are called upon to worship the
Creator. And the prophecy brings to view a class that, as
the result of the threefold message, are keeping the
commandments of God [Rev. 14:12]. One of these com-
mandments points directly to God as the Creator. The
fourth precept declares: “The seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord thy God . . For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that inthemis, and rested
the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it.” Ex. 20:10-11. Concerning the Sab-
bath, the Lord says further: that it is“a sign, . . that ye
may know that | am the Lord your God.” Eze. 20:20.
And the reason given is, “For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and
was refreshed.” Ex. 31:17.

The importance of the Sabbath as the memorial
of creation is that it keeps ever present the true rea-
son why worship is due to God,—because He is the
Creator and we are His creatures. The Sabbath therefore
lies at the very foundation of divineworship; for it teaches
thisgreat truth in the most impressive manner, and no other
institution doesthis. Thetrue ground of divineworship, not
of that on the seventh day merely, but of al worship, is
found in the distinction between the Creator and His crea-
tures. Thisgreat fact can never become obsol ete, and must
never be forgotten. It was to keep this truth ever be-
fore the minds of men that God instituted the Sab-
bath in Eden; and so long as the fact that He is our
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Creator continuesto be a reason why we should wor-
ship Him, the Sabbath will continue as its sign and
memorial. Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man’'s
thoughts and affections would have been led to the Cre-
ator asthe abject of reverence and worship, and therewould
never have been an idolater, an atheist, or an infidel. The
keeping of the Sabbath is a sign of loyalty to the true
God, “Him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters [Rev. 14:7].” It follows that the
message which commands men to worship God and keep
His commandments will especially call upon them to keep
the fourth commandment.

In contrast to those who keep the commandments
of God and have the faith of Jesus, the third angel
points to another class, against whose errors a sol-
emn and fearful warning is uttered: “If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in
his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God.” Rev. 14:9-10. A correct
interpretation of the symbols employed is necessary to an
understanding of this message. What is represented by
the beast, the image, the mark?

The line of prophecy in which these symbols are
found begins with Revelation 12, with the dragon that
sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The dragonis said to
be Satan (Rev. 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to
put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent of Satan in
making war upon Christ and His people during the first
centuries of the Christian era was the Roman Empire, in
which paganism was the prevailing religion. Thus, while
the dragon primarily represents Satan, it is, in a sec-
ondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome.

In Chapter 13 (verses 1-10) is described another
beast, “like unto a leopard,” to which the dragon gave
“his power, and his seat, and great authority.” This sym-
bol, as most Protestants have believed, represents
the papacy, which succeeded to the power and seat and
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THE PROPHECY OF REVELATION 13

1. And | stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a BEAST rise up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon
his heads the name of blasphemy. 2. And the beast which | saw was like unto a
leapard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a
lion; and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

3. And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed, and all the world wondered after the beast.

4. And they worshiped the DRAGON which gave power unto the beast; and
they worshiped the BEAST, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make
war with him? 5. And there was given unto him a MOUTH speaking GREAT THINGS
and BLASPHEMIES; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months. 6. And he opened his mouth in BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD, to blaspheme
His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7. And it was given
unto him to make WAR WITH THE SAINTS, and to overcome them: and POWER
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.

8. And all that dwell upon the earth shall WORSHIP him, whose names are not
written inthe book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 9. If any
man have an ear, let him hear. 10. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into
captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the
patience and the faith of the saints.

11. And | beheld ANOTHER BEAST coming up out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a LAMB, and he spake as a DRAGON. 12. And he exerciseth all the power
of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein
to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 13. And he doeth great
WONDERS, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight
of men. 14. And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that
dwell on the earth, that they should make an IMAGE TO THE BEAST, which had the
wound by a sword, and did live. 15. And he had power to give life unto the image
of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as
many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

16. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a MARK in their right hand, or in their foreheads. And that no man might buy
or sell, save he that had the mark, or the NAME of the beast, or the NUMBER of his
name. 17. Here is wisdom: Let him that hath understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and his NUMBER is six hundred threesorce and
SiX.
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authority once possessed by the ancient Roman Empire.
Of the leopard-like beast it is declared: “ There was given
unto him amouth speaking great things and blasphemies. .
And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God,
to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them
that dwell in Heaven. And it wasgiven unto him to make
war with the saints, and to overcome them; and power
wasgiven him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.”
Revelation 13:5-7. This prophecy, which isnearly iden-
tical with the description of thelittle horn of Daniel 7,
unguestionably pointsto the papacy.

“Power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months.” And, saysthe prophet, “| saw one of hisheads as
it were wounded to death.” And again. “He that leadeth
into captivity shall gointo captivity; hethat killeth withthe
sword must be killed with the sword.” Theforty and two
months are the same as the “time and times and the
dividing of time,” three yearsand a half, or 1260 days,
of Daniel 7,—the time during which the papal power
was to oppress God’s people. This period began with
the establishment of the papacy in A.D. 538, and termi-
nated in 1798. At that time, when the papacy was abol-
ished and the pope made captive by the French army, the
papal power received its deadly wound and the prediction
was fulfilled, “He that |eadeth into captivity shall go into
captivity.”

At this point another symbol is introduced. Says
the prophet, “1 beheld another beast coming up out of
the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb.” Rev.
13:11. Both the appearance of this beast and the manner
of its rise indicate that the nation which it represents is
unlike those presented under the preceding symbols. The
great kingdoms that have ruled the world were presented
to the prophet Daniel as beasts of prey, rising when the
“four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.” Dan.
7:2.InRevelation 17, an angel explained that watersrep-
resent “peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and
tongues.” Rev. 17:15. Winds are a symbol of strife.
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The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea, rep-
resent the terrible scenes of conguest and revolution by
which kingdoms have attained to power.

But the beast with the lamb-like horns was seen “ com-
ing up out of the earth.” Instead of overthrowing other
powersto establishitsdlf, the nation thusr epr esented must
arise in territory previousy unoccupied, and grow up
gradually and peacefully. It could not, then, ariseamong the
crowded and struggling nationalities of the Old World,—that
turbulent sea of “peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and
tongues.” It must be sought in the Western Continent.

What nation of the New World in 1798 was rising
into power, giving promise of strength and greatness,
and attracting the attention of the world? The applica-
tion of the symbol admits of no question. One nation, and
only one, meetsthe specifications of this prophecy; it points
unmistakably to the United States of America. Again
and again the thought, almost the exact words, of the sa-
cred writer have been unconsciously employed by the ora-
tor and the historian in describing the rise and growth of
this nation. The beast was seen “coming up out of the
earth”; and, according to the translators, the word here
rendered “coming up” literally signifiesto “grow or spring
up asaplant.” And, aswe have seen, the nation must arise
in territory previously unoccupied. A prominent writer—
describing the rise of the United States—speaks of “the
mystery of her coming forthfrom vacancy,” and says, “Like
asilent seed we grew into empire” (Townsend, in The New
World Compared with the Old, p. 462).

“And he had two horns like a lamb.” The lamb-
like horns indicate youth, innocence, and gentleness,
fitly representing the character of the United States when
presented to the prophet as“ coming up” in 1798. The Chris-
tian exileswho first fled to Americasought an asylum from
royal oppression and priestly intolerance. And they deter-
mined to establish a gover nment upon the broad foun-
dation of civil and religious liberty. The Declaration of
Independence sets forth the great truth that “all men are
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created equal,” and endowed with the inalienable right to
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” And the Consti-
tution guarantees to the people the right of self-govern-
ment, providing that representatives el ected by the popular
vote shall enact and administer the laws. Freedom of reli-
giousfaith was a so granted, every man being permitted to
worship God according to the dictates of his conscience.
Millions have sought its shores, and the United States has
risen to a place among the most powerful nations of the
earth.

But the beast with lamb-like horns and dragon
voice of the symbol point to a striking contradiction
between the professions and the practice of the nation thus
represented. The “speaking” of the nation is the action of
itslegidativeand judicia authorities. By such actionit will
givethelietothoseliberal and peaceful principleswhichit
has put forth asthe foundation of its policy. The prediction
that it will speak “as a dragon,” and exercise “all the
power of the first beast,” plainly foretells a develop-
ment of the spirit of intolerance and persecution that
was manifested by the nations represented by the dragon and
the leopard-like beast. And the statement that the beast with
two horns* causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to
worship the first beast,” indicates that the authority of this
nation is to be exercised in enforcing some observance
which shall be an act of homage to the papacy.

Such action would bedirectly contrary to the principles
of this government, to the genius of its freeinstitutions, to
the direct and solemn avowals of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and to the Constitution.

“Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should
make an image to the beast.” Here is clearly presented a
form of government in which the legislative power rests
with the people; a most striking evidence that the United
States is the nation denoted in the prophecy.

But what isthe “image to the beast” ? and how is
it to beformed? Theimage is made by the two-hor ned
beast, and is an image to the first beast. Then to learn
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what theimageislike, and how it isto beformed, we must
study the characteristics of the beast itself,—the pa-
pacy. When the early church became corrupted by depart-
ing from the simplicity of the gospel, and accepting hea-
then rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and power of
God; and in order to control the consciences of the people,
she sought the support of the secular power. The result
was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of
the State, and employed it to further her own ends,
especially for the punishment of “heresy.” In order
for the United States to form an image to the beast, the
religious power must so control the civil government that
theauthority of the Statewill a so be employed by the church
to accomplish her own ends.

Whenever the church has obtained secular power,
she has employed it to punish dissent from her doc-
trines. Apostasy in the church will prepare the way for
the image to the beast.

When the leading churches of the United Sates,
uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by
them in common, shall influence the State to enforce
their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then
Protestant America will have formed an image of the
Roman hierar chy and theinfliction of civil penaltiesupon
dissenterswill inevitably result.

The beast with two horns “causeth [commands]
all, both small and great, rich and poor, freeand bond,
to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their fore-
heads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had
the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his
name.” Rev. 13:16- 17. The third angel’s warning is, “If
any man worship the beast and hisimage, and receive his
mark in hisforehead, or in hishand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God.” “The beast” mentioned
in this message, whose worship is enforced by the
two-horned beast, is the first, or leopard-like beast
of Revelation 13,—the papacy. The “image to the
beast” represents that form of apostate Protestant-



God’s Unchangeable Law 117

ism which will be developed when the Protestant
churches shall seek the aid of the civil power for the
enforcement of their dogmas. The “mark of the beast”
still remainsto be defined.

After the warning against the worship of the beast and
hisimage, the prophecy declares, “Here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Since
those who keep God’s commandments are thus
placed in contrast with those that worship the beast
and hisimage and receive his mark, it follows that the
keeping of God’s law, on the one hand, and its viola-
tion, on the other, will make the distinction between
the worshipers of God and the worshipers of the beast.

The special characteristic of the beast, and there-
fore of hisimage, is the breaking of God’s command-
ments. Says Daniel of thelittle horn, the papacy, “ He shall
think to change the times and the law.” Dan. 7:25, R.V.
And Paul styled the same power the “man of sin,” who
wasto exalt himself above God. One prophecy isacomple-
ment of the other. Only by changing God’s law could
the papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should un-
derstandingly keep the law as thus changed would be giv-
ing supreme honor to that power by which the change was
made. Such an act of obedience to papal laws would
be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the place of
God.

The papacy has attempted to change the law of God.
The second commandment, forbidding image worship, has
been dropped from the law, and the fourth command-
ment has been so changed as to authorize the obser-
vance of the first instead of the seventh day as the
Sabbath. But papists urge, as a reason for omitting the
second commandment, that it isunnecessary, being included
inthefirst, and that they are giving the law exactly as God
designed it to be understood. This cannot be the change
foretold by the prophet. Anintentional, deliberate changeis
presented: “He shall think to change the times and
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the law.” The change in the fourth commandment
exactly fulfills the prophecy. For this, the only authority
claimed isthat of the church. Here the papal power openly
setsitself above God.

While the worshipers of God will be especially distin-
guished by their regard for the fourth commandment,—
sincethisisthe sign of His creative power and the witness
to His claim upon man'’s reverence and homage,—the
wor shipers of the beast will be distinguished by their
efforts to tear down the Creator’s memorial, to exalt
the institution of Rome. It was in behalf of the Sunday
that popery first asserted its arrogant claims; and its first
resort to the power of the State was to compel the obser-
vance of Sunday as“the Lord sday.” But the Bible points
to the seventh day, and not to the first, asthe Lord’s
day. Said Christ, “ The Son of manis Lord aso of the Sab-
bath.” The fourth commandment declares, “ The seventh day
is the Sabbath of the Lord.” And by the prophet Isaiah the
Lord designates it, “My holy day.” Mark 2:28; Isa. 58:13.

The claim so often put forth, that Christ changed the
Sabbath, is disproved by His own words. It is a fact gen-
erally admitted by Protestants, that the Scriptures
give no authority for the change of the Sabbath. Ro-
man Catholics acknowledge that the change of the Sab-
bath was made by their church, and declare that Protes-
tants, by observing the Sunday, are recognizing her power.

As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church,
papist writers cite “the very act of changing the Sabbath
into Sunday, which Protestantsallow of . . because by keep-
ing Sunday strictly they acknowledge the church’s
power to ordain feasts, and to command them under sin”
(Abridgment of Christian Doctrine, p. 58, H. Tuberville).
What then is the change of the Sabbath, but the sign or
mark of the authority of the Roman Church—"the mark of
the beast”?

The Roman Church hasnot relinquished her claim
to supremacy; and when the world and the Protestant
churches accept a sabbath of her creating—while they
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reject the Bible Sabbath—they virtually admit this assump-
tion. They may claim the authority of tradition and of the
Fathers for the change; but in so doing they ignore the
very principle which separates them from Rome,—
that “the Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of
Protestants.” The papists can see that they are deceiving
themselves, willingly closing their eyesto the factsin the
case. As the movement for Sunday enforcement gains fa-
vor, herejoices, feeling assured that it will eventually bring
the whole Protestant world under the banner of Rome.

Romanists declare that “the observance of Sunday
by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in spite of
themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic] Church”
(“Plain Talk about Protestantism,” p. 213). The enforce-
ment of Sundaykeeping on the part of Protestant churchesis
an enforcement of the worship of the papacy—of the beast.
Thosewho, understanding the claims of the fourth command-
ment, choose to observe thefaseinstead of the true Sabbath,
arethereby paying homageto that power by which doneitis
commanded. But, inthevery act of enforcing ardligiousduty
by secular power, the churches would themselves form an
image to the beast; hence the enfor cement of Sundaykeep-
ing in the United Sates would be an enforcement of the
worship of the beast and his image.

But Christians of past generations observed the Sun-
day, supposing that in so doing they were keeping the Bible
Sabbath; and there are now true Christiansin every church,
not excepting the Roman Catholic communion, who hon-
estly believe that Sunday is the Sabbath of divine appoint-
ment. God accepts their sincerity of purpose and their in-
tegrity before Him. But when Sunday observance shall
be enforced by law, and the world shall be enlight-
ened concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath,
then whoever shall transgress the command of God,
to obey a precept which has no higher authority than
that of Rome, will thereby honor popery above God.
He is paying homage to Rome, and to the power which
enforces the institution ordained by Rome. He is worship-
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THE LAW OF GOD
1
Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.
1l
Thou shalt not make unto thee any gravenimage, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself
to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto the
thousands of them that love Me,
and keep My commandments.
1]
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord
will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain.
v
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God. In it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and hollowed it.
\'J
Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
Vi
Thou shalt not kill.
Vil
Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Vil
Thou shalt not steal.
IX
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
X
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house; thou shalt not covet thy
neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox,
nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.
—Exodus 20:3-17
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THE LAW OF GOD AS CHANGED BY MAN
|
| am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange gods before Me.
[The Second Commandment has been left out.]
Il [actually IlI]
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.
11l [actually IV]

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.
[The Sabbath Commandment has been changed.]
IV [actually V]

Honor thy father and thy mother.

V [actually VI]

Thou shalt notkill.

VI [actually VII]

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

VII (actually VIII)

Thou shalt not steal.

VI [actually IX]

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
IX [actually X - First Part]

Thou shalt not covert thy neighbor’s wife.

X [X - Second Part]

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.

—The General Catholic Catechism

“Q.—Have you any other way of proving that the [Catho-
lic] Church has power to institute festivals of precept?

“A.—Had she not such power . . she could not have sub-
stituted the observance of Sunday, the first day of the week for
Saturday, the seventh day, a change for which there is no
scriptural authority.”—Doctrinal Catechism, p. 174 [Roman
Catholic].

“Prove to me from the Bible alone that | am bound to keep
Sunday holy. There is no such law in the Bible. It is a law of the
holy Catholic Church alone. The Bible says ‘Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy.” The Catholic Church says, No. By
my divine power | abolish the Sabbath day and command you
to keep holy the first day of the week. And lo! The entire civi-
lized world bows down in reverent obedience to the com-
mand of the Holy Roman Catholic Church.”—Thomas Enright,
CSSR, President, Redemptorist College, Kansas City, Missouri,
February 18, 1884 [Roman Catholic].
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CATHOLICISM SPEAKS

“Sunday is a Catholic institution, and its claim to observance can be
defended only on Catholic principles . . From beginning to end of Scripture
there is not a single passage that warrants the transfer of weekly public
worship from the last day of the week to the first.”—Catholic Press, Sydney,
Australia, August 7900.

“Protestantism, in discarding the authority of the [Roman Catholic]
Church, has no good reason for its Sunday theory, and ought logically to
keep Saturday as the Sabbath.”—dJohn Gilmary Shea, in the American Catholic
Quarterly Review, January 1883.

“Itis well to remind the Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, and all other
Christians that the Bible does not support them anywhere in their observance
of Sunday. Sunday is an institution of the Roman Catholic Church, and
those who observe the day observe a commandment of the Catholic
Church.”—Priest Brady, in an address, reported in the Elizabeth, N.J. News
of March 18, 1903.

“Ques.—Have you any other way of proving that the [Catholic] Church
has power to institute festivals of precept [to command holy days]?

“Ans.—Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which
all modern religionists agree with her: She could not have substituted the
observance of Sunday, the first day of the week, for the observance of
Saturday, the seventh day, a change for which there is no Scriptural author-
ity.”—Stephen Keenan, Doctrinal Catechism, p. 176.

“Reason and common sense demand the acceptance of one or the
other of these two alternatives: either Protestantism and the keeping holy of
Saturday or Catholicity and the keeping holy of Sunday. Compromise is
impossible.”—The Catholic Mirror, December 23, 1893.

“God simply gave His [Catholic] Church the power to set aside whatever
day or days she would deem suitable as Holy Days. The Church chose
Sunday, the first day of the week, and in the course of time added other days,
as holy days.”—Vincent J. Kelly, Forbidden Sunday and Feast-Day Occupa-
tions, p. 2.

“Protestants . . accept Sunday rather than Saturday as the day for public
worship after the Catholic Church made the change . . But the Protestant
mind does not seem to realize that in accepting the Bible, in observing the
Sunday, they are accepting the authority of the spokesman for the church,
the Pope.”—Qur Sunday Visitor, February 5, 1950.




God’s Unchangeable Law 123

“We hold upon this earth the place of God Almighty.”—~Pope Leo XIll, in
an Encyclical Letter, dated June 20, 1894.

“Not the Creator of Universe, in Genesis 2:1-3,—but the Catholic Church
“can claim the honor of having granted man a pause to his work every seven
days.”—S.C. Mosna, Storia della Domenica, 1969, pp. 366-367.

“The Pope is not only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus
Christ, hidden under veil of flesh.”—The Catholic National, July 1895.

“If Protestants would follow the Bible, they should worship God on the
Sabbath Day. In keeping the Sunday they are following a law of the Catholic
Church.”—Albert Smith, Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, reply-
ing for the Cardinal, in a letter dated February 10, 1920.

“We define that the Holy Apostolic See (the Vatican) and the Roman
Pontiff hold the primacy over the whole world.”—A Decree of the Council of
Trent, quoted in Philippe Labbe and Gabriel Cossart, “The Most Holy Coun-
cils,” col. 1167.

“It was the Gatholic Church which, by the authority of Jesus Christ, has
transferred this rest [from the Bible Sabbath] to the Sunday . . Thus the
observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in spite of
themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic] Church.”—Monsignor Louis
Segur, Plain Talk about the Protestantism of Today, p. 213.

“We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church
transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.”—~Peter Geiermann,
CSSR, A Doctrinal Catechism, 1957 edition, p. 50.

“We Catholics, then, have precisely the same authority for keeping Sun-
day holy instead of Saturday as we have for every other article of our creed,
namely, the authority of the Church . . whereas you who are Protestants have
really no authority for it whatever; for there is no authority for it [Sunday
sacredness] in the Bible, and you will not allow that there can be authority for
it anywhere else.”—The Brotherhood of St. Paul, “The Clifton tracts,” Vol-
ume 4, tract 4, p. 15.

“The Church changed the observance of the Sabbath to Sunday by right
of the divine, infallible authority given to her by her founder, Jesus Christ. The
Protestant, claiming the Bible to be the only guide of faith, has no warrant for
observing Sunday. In this matter the Seventh-day Adventist is the only con-
sistent Protestant.”—The Catholic Universe Bulletin, August 14, 1942, p. 4.

The Bible is your only safe guide. Jesus can help you obey it. Trust God’s
Word more than man’s traditions.
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PROTESTANTISM SPEAKS

BAPTIST: “There was and is a command to keep holy the Sabbath day,
but that Sabbath day was not Sunday. It will however be readily said, and with
some show of triumph, that the Sabbath was transferred from the seventh to
the first day of the week, with all its duties, privileges and sanctions. Earnestly
desiring information on this subject, which | have studied for many years, |
ask, where can the record of such a transaction be found? Not in the New
Testament—absolutely not. There is no scriptural evidence of the change of
the Sabbath institution from the seventh to the first day of the week.”—Dr.
E.T. Hiscox, author of the Baptist Manual.

CONGREGATIONALIST: “Itis quite clear that however rigidly or devotedly
we may spend Sunday, we are not keeping the Sabbath . . The Sabbath was
founded on a specific divine command. We can plead no such command
for the observance of Sunday . . There is not a single line in the New
Testament to suggest that we incur any penalty by violating the supposed
sanctity of Sunday.”—Dr. R.W. Dale, The Ten Commandments, pp. 106-
107.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL: “The day is now changed from the seventh
to the first day . . but as we meet with no Scriptural direction for the change,
we may conclude it was done by the authority of the church.”—The Protes-
tant Episcopal Explanation of the Catechism.

BAPTIST: “The Scriptures nowhere call the first day of the week the
Sabbath . . There is no Scriptural authority for so doing, nor of course, any
Scriptural obligation.”—The Watchman.

PRESBYTERIAN: “There is no word, no hint in the New Testament about
abstaining from work on Sunday. The observance of Ash Wednesday, or
Lent, stands exactly on the same footing as the observance of Sunday. Into
the rest of Sunday no Divine Law enters.”—Canon Eyton, Ten Commana-
ments.

ANGLICAN: “And where are we told in the Scriptures that we are to keep
the first day at all? We are commanded to keep the seventh; but we are
nowhere commanded to keep the first day.”—i/saac Williams, Plain Sermons
on the Catechism, pp. 334, 336.

METHODIST: “It is true that there is no positive command for infant
baptism. Nor is there any for keeping holy the first day of the week. Many
believe that Christ changed the Sabbath. But, from His own words, we see
that He came for no such purpose. Those who believe that Jesus changed
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the Sabbath base it only on a supposition.”—Amos Binney, Theological
Compendium, pp. 180-181.

EPISCOPALIAN: “We have made the change from the seventh to the first
day, from Saturday to Sunday, on the authority of the one holy, catholic,
apostolic church of Christ."—Bishop Seymour, Why We Keep Sunday.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST: “The sacred name of the seventh day is Sabbath.
This factis too clear to require argument [Exodus 20:10, quoted] . . On this
point the plain teaching of the Word has been admitted in all ages . . Not once
did the disciples apply the Sabbath law to the first day of the week,—that folly
was left for a later age, nor did they pretend that the first day supplanted the
seventh.”—dJoseph Judson Taylor, The Sabbatic Question, pp. 14-17, 41.

AMERICAN CONGREGATIONALIST: “The current notion, that Christ
and His apostles authoritatively substituted the first day for the seventh, is
absolutely without any authority in the New Testament.”—Dr. Lyman Abbot,
Christian Union, June 26, 1890.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH: “Now there is no testimony in all the oracles of
heaven that the Sabbath is changed, or that the Lord’s Day came in the room
of it.”—Alexander Campbell, Reporter, October 8, 1921.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: “There is no direct Scriptural authority for des-
ignating the first day ‘the Lord’s Day.” "—Dr. D.H. Lucas, Christian Oracle,
January 23, 1890.

BAPTIST: “To me it seems unaccountable that Jesus, during three years’
discussion with His disciples, often conversing upon the Sabbath question,
discussing itin some of its various aspects, freeing it from its false [Jewish
traditional] glosses, never alluded to any transference of the day; also, no
such thing was intimated. Nor, so far as we know, did the Spirit, which was
given to bring to their remembrance all things whatsoever that He had said
unto them, deal with this question. Nor yet did the inspired apostles, in
preaching the gospel, founding churches, counseling and instructing those
founded, discuss or approach the subject.

“Of course | quite well know that Sunday did come into use in early
Christian history as a religious day, as we learn from the Christian Fathers and
other sources. But what a pity that it comes branded with the mark of
paganism, and christened with the name of the sun god, then adopted and
sanctified by the Papal apostasy, and bequeathed as a sacred legacy to
Protestantism.”—Dr. E.T Hiscox, report of his sermon at the Baptist Minister’s
Convention, New York Examiner, November 16, 1893.
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HISTORIANS SPEAK

“It would be an error to attribute [‘the sanctification of Sunday’] to a definite
decision of the Apostles. There is no such decision mentioned in the Apostolic
documents [that is, the New Testament].”—Antoine Villien, A History of the Com-
mandments of the Church, 1915, p. 23.

“It must be confessed that there is no law in the New Testament concerning the
first day."—MecClintock and Strong, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological and Ecclesi-
astical Literature, Vol. 9, p. 196.

“Rites and ceremonies, of which neither Paul nor Peter ever heard, crept
silently into use, and then claimed the rank of divine institutions. [Church] officers
for whom the primitive disciples could have found no place, and tities which to them
would have been altogether unintelligible, began to challenge attention, and to be
named apostolic.”—William D. Killen, The Ancient Church, p. xvi.

“Until well into the second century [a hundred years after Christ] we do not find
the slightest indication in our sources that Christians marked Sunday by any kind
of abstention from work.”—W. Rordorf, Sunday, p. 157.

“The ancient Sabbath did remain and was observed . . by the Christians of the
Eastern Church [in the area near Palestine] above three hundred years after our
Saviour’s death.”—A Learned Treatise of the Sabbath, p. 77.

“Modern Christians who talk of keeping Sunday as a ‘holy’ day, as in the still
extant ‘Blue Laws,” of colonial America, should know that as a ‘holy’ day of rest
and cessation from labor and amusements Sunday was unknown to Jesus . . It
formed no tenet [teaching] of the primitive Church and became ‘sacred’ only in the
course of time. Qutside the church its observance was legalized for the Roman
Empire through a series of decrees starting with the famous one of Contantine in
321, an edict due to his political and social ideas.”—W.W. Hyde, Paganism to
Christianity in the Roman Empire, 1946, p. 257.

“The festival of Sunday, like all other festivals was always only a human
ordinance, and it was far from the intentions of the apostles to establish a Divine
command in this respect, far from them, and from the early apostolic church, to
transfer the laws of the Sabbath to Sunday."—Augustus Neander, The History of
the Christian Religion and Church, 1843, p. 186.

“The Church made a sacred day of Sunday . . largely because it was the weekly
festival of the sun;—for it was a definite Christian policy to take over the pagan
festivals endeared to the people by tradition, and give them a Christian signifi-
cance.”—Authur Weigall, The Paganism in Our Christianity, 1928, p. 145.

“Down even to the fifth century the observance of the Bible Sabbath was
continued inthe Christian church, but with a rigor and solemnity gradually diminish-
ing until it was wholly discontinued.”—Lyrman Coleman, Ancient Christianity Exem-
plified, chap. 26, sec. 2, p. 527.
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ing the beast and hisimage. As men then reject the institu-
tion which God has declared to be the sign of Hisauthority,
and honor in its stead that which Rome has chosen as the
token of her supremacy, they will thereby accept the sign
of allegiance to Rome—"the mark of the beast.” And it
isnot until theissueisthusplainly set beforethe people—and
they are brought to choose between the commandments of
God and the commandments of men—that those who con-
tinue in transgression will receive “the mark of the beast.”

The most fearful threatening ever addressed to
mortals is contained in the third angel’s message.
That must be aterrible sin which calls down the wrath of
God unmingled with mercy. Men are not to be left in dark-
ness concerning thisimportant matter; the warning against
this sin is to be given to the world before the visitation of
God's judgments, that all may know why they are to be
inflicted and have opportunity to escape them. Prophecy
declaresthat thefirst angel would make hisannounce-
ment to “every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people.” The warning of the third angel, which forms
a part of the same threefold message, is to be no less
widespread. Itisrepresented in the prophecy asproclaimed
withaloud voice, by anangel flying inthemidst of heaven;
and it will command the attention of the world!

In the issue of the contest, all Christendom will
be divided into two great classes,—those who keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
and those who worship the beast and his image and
receive his mark. Although church and State will unite
their power to compel “al, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and bond,” to receive “the mark of the beast”
(Rev. 13:16), yet the people of God will not receive it.
The prophet of Patmos beholds “them that had gotten the
victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name stand on the sea of
glass, having the harps of God,” and singing the song of
Moses and the Lamb. Rev. 15:2-3.
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Romanism is now regarded by Protestants with
far greater favor than in former years. In those coun-
tries where Catholicism is not in the ascendancy, and the
papists are taking a conciliatory course in order to gain
influence, there is an increasing indifference concerning
the doctrines that separate the reformed churches from
the papal hierarchy; the opinion is gaining ground that,
after all, we do not differ so widely upon vital points
as has been supposed, and that a little concession on
our part will bring usinto a better under standing with
Rome. Thetime waswhen Protestants placed ahigh value
upon the liberty of conscience which has been so dearly
purchased. They taught their children to abhor popery, and
held that to seek harmony with Rome would be disloyalty
to God. Many urge that it is unjust to judge the church of
today by the abominations and absurdities that marked her
reign during the centuries of ignorance and darkness. They
excuse her horrible cruelty as the result of the barbarism
of thetimes, and plead that the influence of modern civili-
zation has changed her sentiments.

Have these persons forgotten the claim of infalli-
bility put forth for nine hundred year s by this haughty
power ? So far from being relinquished, thisclaim hasbeen
affirmed in the twentieth century with greater positiveness
than ever before. As Rome asserts that she “‘never erred,
and never can err,” how can she renounce the prin-
ciples which governed her course in past ages?

The papal church will never relinquish her claimtoin-
falibility. All that she has donein her persecution of those
who reject her dogmas, she holds to be right; and would
she not repeat the same acts, should the opportunity be
presented? L et the restraints now imposed by secular
governments be removed, and Rome be reinstated
in her former power, and there would speedily be a
revival of her tyranny and persecution. “We are not
bound to keep faith and promises to heretics,” she
declares. Shall this power, whose record for a thousand
yearsiswritten in the blood of the saints, be now acknowl-
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edged as a part of the church of Christ?

It is not without reason that the claim has been put
forth in Protestant countries, that Catholicism differs less
widely from Protestantism than in former times. There
has been a change; but the change is not in the pa-
pacy. Catholicism indeed resembles much of the Protes-
tantism that now exists, because Protestantism has so
greatly degenerated since the days of the reformers

A prayerful study of the Bible would show Protestants
the real character of the papacy, and would cause them to
abhor and to shun it; but many are so wise in their own
conceit that they feel no need of humbly seeking God that
they may be led into the truth. Although priding them-
selves on their enlightenment, they are ignorant both
of the Scriptures and of the power of God. They must
have some means of quieting their consciences; and they
seek that whichisleast spiritual and humiliating. What they
desire is a method of forgetting God which shall pass as
a method of remembering Him. The papacy is well
adapted to meet the wants of all these. It is prepared for
two classes of mankind, embracing nearly thewholeworld,—
those who would be saved by their merits, and those who
would be saved in their sins. Here is the secret of its power.

A day of great intellectual darkness has been shown to
be favorable to the success of popery. It will yet be dem-
onstrated that a day of great intellectua light is equally
favorable for its success.

In the movements now in progressin the United States
to secure for the institutions and usages of the church the
support of the state, Protestants are following in the steps
of papists. Nay, more, they are opening the door for
the papacy to regain in Protestant America the su-
premacy which she has lost in the Old World. And
that which gives greater significance to this move-
ment isthefact that the principal object contemplated
is the enforcement of Sunday observance,—a cus-
tom which originated with Rome, and which sheclaims
as the sign of her authority. It is the spirit of the pa
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pacy—the spirit of conformity to worldly customs, the ven-
eration for human traditions above the commandments of
God,—that is permeating the Protestant churches and | ead-
ing them on to do the samework of Sunday exaltation which
the papacy has done before them.

These records of the past clearly reveal the enmity of
Rome toward the true Sabbath and its defenders, and the
means which she employs to honor the institution of her
creating.

And let it be remembered: it is the boast of Rome
that she never changes. The principles of Gregory VII
and Innocent |11 aretill the principles of the Roman Church.
And had she but the power, she would put them in practice
with as much vigor now asin past centuries. L et the prin-
ciple once be established in the United States, that
the church may employ or control the power of the
Sate; that religious observances may be enforced by
secular laws; in short, that the authority of church and
State is to dominate the conscience—and the triumph of
Rome in this country is assured.

Chapter 14

Keturning to God'’s
Day of Rest

Thework of Sabbath reform to be accomplished
in thelast daysisforetold in the prophecy of Isaiah: “ Thus
saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for My
salvation is near to come, and My righteousness to be re-
vealed. Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the
son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from
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doing any evil.” “The sons of the stranger, that join them-
selves to the Lord, . . to be His servants, every one that
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold
of My covenant; even them will | bring to My holy
mountain, and make them joyful in My house of prayer.”
Isaiah 56:1, 2, 6, 7.

These words apply in the Christian age, asis shown
by the context: “The Lord God which gathereth the out-
casts of Israel saith, Yet will | gather othersto him, beside
those that are gathered unto him.” Isaiah 56:8. Here is
foreshadowed the gathering in of the Gentiles by the gos-
pel. Upon those who then honor the Sabbath, ablessing is
pronounced. Thus the obligation of the fourth command-
ment extends past the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascen-
sion of Christ, to thetime when His servants should preach
to all nationsthe message of glad tidings.

The Lord commands by the same prophet, “Bind up
the testimony, seal the law among My disciples.”
Isaiah 8:16. Theseal of God’slaw isfound in thefourth
commandment. Thisonly, of all theten, bringsto view
both the name and the title of the Lawgiver. It de-
clares him to be the Creator of the heavens and the earth,
and thus shows His claim to reverence and worship above
all others. Aside from this precept, there is nothing in
the decalogue to show by whose authority the law is
given. When the Sabbath was changed by the papal
power, the seal was taken from the law. The disciples
of Jesus are called upon to restore it, by exalting the Sab-
bath of the fourth commandment to itsrightful position as
the Creator’'s memoria and the sign of His authority.

“To the law and to the testimony.” While conflicting
doctrines and theories abound, the law of God isthe one
unerring rule by which all opinions, doctrines, and
theories are to be tested. Says the prophet, “If they
speak not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them.” Isaiah 8:20.

The prophet thus points out the ordinance which has
been forsaken: “ Thou shalt raise up the foundations of
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many generations; and thou shalt be called, The re-
pairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell
in. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a
delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor
Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own plea-
sure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord.” Isaiah 58:12-14. This prophecy aso
appliesin our time. The breach was made in the law of
God when the Sabbath was changed by the Roman
power . But the time has comefor that divine institution to
be restored. The breach is to be repaired, and the founda-
tion of many generationsto beraised up. [“Breach” =“gap
or break in something that is solid.” Dictionary.]

Hallowed by the Creator’s rest and blessing, the
Sabbath waskept by Adam in hisinnocencein holy Eden;
by Adam, fallen yet repentant, when he was driven from
his happy estate. It was kept by al the patriarchs, from
Abel to righteous Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob. When the
chosen peoplewerein bondagein Egypt, many, inthe midst
of prevailing idolatry, lost their knowledge of God's law;
but when the Lord delivered | srael, He proclaimed Hislaw
in awful grandeur to the assembled multitude, that they
might know Hiswill, and fear and obey Him forever.

From that day to the present, the knowledge of
God’'s law has been preserved in the earth, and the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been kept.
Though the“man of sin” succeeded in trampling underfoot
God's holy day, yet even in the period of his supremacy
there were, hidden in secret places, faithful soulswho paid
it honor. Since the Reformation, there have been somein
every generation to maintain its observance. Though often
in the midst of reproach and persecution, a constant testi-
mony has been borne to the perpetuity of the law of God
and the sacred obligation of the creation Sabbath.

Many urged that Sundaykeeping had been an estab-
lished doctrine and a widespread custom of the church for
many centuries. Against this argument it was shown that the
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Sabbath and its obser vance wer e mor eancient and wide-
spread, even as old as the world itself, and bearing the
sanction both of angels and of God. When the foundations of
the earth were laid, when the morning stars sang together,
and al the sons of God shouted for joy, then was laid the
foundation of the Sabbath (Job 38:6-7; Genesis 2:1-3).
Well may this institution demand our reverence. It
was ordained by no human authority, and rests upon
no human traditions. It was established by the An-
cient of days and commanded by His eternal Word.

Chapter 15

A Masterpiece
of Deception

With the earliest history of man, Satan began his
efforts to deceive our race. He who had incited rebel-
lion in Heaven desired to bring the inhabitants of the earth
to unite with him in hiswarfare against the government of
God. Adam and Eve had been perfectly happy in obedi-
ence to the law of God. And this fact was a constant testi-
mony against the claim which Satan had urged in Heaven,
that God's law was oppressive and opposed to the good of
His creatures. And, furthermore, Satan’s envy was excited
as he looked upon the beautiful home prepared for the
sinless pair. He determined to cause their fall, that having
separated them from God and brought them under hisown
power, he might gain possession of the earth and here es-
tablish hiskingdom, in opposition to the Most High.

“The woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of
the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the
tree which isin the midst of the garden God hath said, Ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
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And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely
die; for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, know-
ing good and evil.” Gen. 3:2-5.

Inthe midst of Eden grew thetree of life, whose fruit
had the power of perpetuating life. Had Adam remained
obedient to God, he would have continued to enjoy free
accesstothistree, and would havelived forever. But when
he sinned, he was cut off from partaking of the tree of
life, and he became subject to death. The divine sen-
tence, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return,”
pointsto the utter extinction of life.

Immortality, promised to man on condition of
obedience, had been forfeited by transgression. Adam
could not transmit to his posterity that which he did not
possess; and there could have been no hope for the fallen
race, had not God—by the sacrifice of His Son—" brought
lifeand immortality tolight through the gospel.” Rom. 5:12;
2 Tim. 1:10. And only through Christ can immortality
be obtained. Said Jesus, “He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall
not seelife.” John 3:36. Every man may come in posses-
sion of this priceless blessing if he will comply with the
conditions. All “who by patient continuance in well-
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality,” will
receive eternal life (Rom. 2:7).

The only one who promised Adam life in dis-
obedience was the great deceiver. And the declara-
tion of the serpent to Eve in Eden,—*Ye shall not
surely die,”—was the first sermon ever preached
upon the immortality of the soul. Yet this declaration,
resting solely upon the authority of Satan, is echoed from
the pulpits of Christendom, and isreceived by the majority
of mankind as readily as it was received by our first par-
ents. The divine sentence, “The soul that sinneth, it
shall die” (Ezek. 18:20) is made to mean, The soul
that sinneth, it shall not die, but live eternally. We
cannot but wonder at the strange infatuation which ren-
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ders men so credul ous concerning the words of Satan, and
so unbelieving in regard to the words of God.

Had man, after his fall, been allowed free access to
the tree of life, he would have lived forever, and thus sin
would have been immortalized. But cherubim and a flam-
ing sword kept “the way of the tree of life” (Gen. 3:24),
and not one of the family of Adam has been per mitted
to passthat barrier and partake of thelife-giving fruit.
Therefore there is not an immortal sinner.

But, after the fall, Satan bade his angels make a
special effort to inculcate the belief in man’s natural
immortality; and having induced the peopleto receivethis
error, they were to lead them on to conclude that the
sinner would live in eternal misery. Now the prince of
darkness, working through his agents, represents God asa
revengeful tyrant, declaring that he plungesinto hell all those
who do not please Him and causes them ever to feel His
wrath; and that while they suffer unutterable anguish and
writheinthe eternal flames, their Creator |ooks down upon
them with satisfaction.

How repugnant to every emotion of love and
mercy, and even to our sense of justice, is the doc-
trine that the wicked dead are tormented with fire
and brimstonein an eternally burning hell; that for the
sinsof abrief, earthly life they areto suffer torture aslong
as God shall live. Yet this doctrine has been widely taught,
andisstill embodied in many of the creeds of Christendom.
It is urged that the infliction of endless misery upon the
wicked would show God's hatred of sin asan evil whichis
ruinous to the peace and order of the universe. Oh, dread-
ful blasphemy! Asif God's hatred of sin isthe reason why
He perpetuates sin. For, according to the teachings of these
theologians, continued torture without hope of mercy mad-
densitswretched victims. And, asthey pour out their rage
in cursesand blasphemy, they areforever augmenting their
load of guilt. God's glory ishot enhanced by thus perpetu-
ating continually increasing sin through ceasel ess ages.

A large class to whom the doctrine of eternal
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torment is revolting are driven to the opposite error.
They see that the Scriptures represent God as a being of
love and compassion, and they cannot believe that He will
consign His creatures to the fires of an eternally burning
hell. But, holding that the soul is naturally immortal, they
see no alternative but to conclude that all mankind will
finally be saved. Many regard the threatenings of the Bible
asdesigned merely to frighten meninto obedience, and not to
be literdly fulfilled. Thusthe sinner can live in selfish plea-
sure, disregarding the requirements of God, and yet expect to
befinally received into Hisfavor. Such adoctrine, presuming
upon God's mercy—but ignoring His justice—pleases the
carna heart and emboldensthewicked in their iniquity.

God has given in His Word decisive evidence
that He will punish the transgressors of Hislaw. Those
who flatter themselves, that He is too merciful to execute
justice upon the sinner, have only to look to the cross of
Calvary. The death of the spotless Son of God testi-
fies that “the wages of sin is death,” that every viola-
tion of God's law must receive its just retribution. Christ
the sinless became sin for man. He bore the guilt of trans-
gression and the hiding of HisFather’sface, until Hisheart
was broken and Hislife crushed out. All this sacrifice was
made that sinners might be redeemed. In no other way
could man be freed from the penalty of sin. And every soul
that refuses to become a partaker of the atonement pro-
vided at such a cost must bear, in his own person, the guilt
and punishment of transgression.

“Hethat overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will
be his God, and he shall be My son.” Rev. 21:7. Here,
also, conditions are specified. In order to inherit all
things, we must resist and overcome sin.

“Nofornicator, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and God.” Eph. 5:5, R.V. “Follow peace with all
men, and holiness, without which no man shall seethelLord.”
Heb. 12:14. “Blessed are they that do His command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
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and may enter in through the gates into the city. For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh
alie” Rev. 22:14-15.

God executes justice upon the wicked, for the
good of the universe, and even for the good of those
upon whom Hisjudgments are visited. He would make
them happy if He could do so in accordance with the laws
of His government and the justice of His character. He
surroundsthem with the tokens of Hislove, He grantsthem
aknowledge of His law, and follows them with the offers
of His mercy; but they despise His love, make void His
law, and reject His mercy.

Those who have chosen Satan as their leader,
and have been controlled by his power, are not pre-
pared to enter the presence of God. Pride, deception,
licentiousness, and cruelty have becomefixedintheir char-
acters. Can they enter Heaven, to dwell forever with
those whom they despised and hated on earth? Truth
will never be agreeable to aliar; meekness will not satisfy
self-esteem and pride; purity is not acceptable to the cor-
rupt; disinterested love does not appear attractive to the
selfish. What source of enjoyment could Heaven offer to those
who are wholly absorbed in earthly and sdifish interests?

“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eterna life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23.
While life is the inheritance of the righteous, death is
the portion of the wicked. Moses declared to Israel: “I
have set before thee this day life and good, and death and
evil.” Deut. 30:15. The death referred to in these scrip-
tures is not that pronounced upon Adam, for all mankind
suffer the penalty of his transgression. It is the “ second
death” that is placed in contrast with everlasting life.

In consequence of Adam’s sin, death passed upon
the whole human race. All aike go down into the grave.
And through the provisions of the plan of salvation, all are
to be brought forth from their graves. “ There shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust;”
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Acts 24:15. “For asinAdam all die, even soin Christ shall
al be made aive.” 1 Cor. 15:22.

But a distinction is made between the two
classesthat are brought forth. “All that arein the graves
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” John 5:28-
29. They who have been “accounted worthy” of the
resurrection of life are “blessed and holy.” “On such
the second death hath no power.” Rev. 20:6.

But those who have not, through repentance and faith
secured pardon, must receivethe penalty of transgression,—
“the wages of sin.” They suffer punishment varying in
duration and intensity, “according to their works,”
but finally ending in the second death.

Sinceit isimpossible for God, consistently with His
justice and mercy to save the sinner in his sins, He de-
prives him of the existence which his transgressions have
forfeited, and of which he has proved himself unworthy.
Saysaninspired writer, “ Yet alittlewhile, and thewicked
shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently consider his
place, and it shall not be.” And another declares, “ They
shall be as though they had not been.” Ps. 37:10;
Obad. 16. Covered with infamy, they sink into hopeless,
eternal oblivion.

Thuswill be made an end of sin, with all the woe
and ruin which have resulted from it. Says the psam-
ist: “Thou hast destroyed the wicked, Thou hast put out
their name forever and ever. O thou enemy, destructions
are come to a perpetua end.” Ps. 9:5-6. John, in the Rev-
elation, looking forward to the eternal state, hearsauniver-
sal anthem of praise undisturbed by one note of discord.
Every creaturein Heaven and earth was heard ascrib-
ing glory to God (Rev. 5:13). There will then be no
lost souls to blaspheme God, as they writhe in never-
ending torment; no wretched beingsin hell will mingletheir
shrieks with the songs of the saved.
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Upon the fundamental error of natural immortal-
ity rests the doctrine of consciousness in death—a doc-
trine, like eternal torment, opposed to the teachings of the
Scriptures, to the dictates of reason, and to our feelings of
humanity. According to the popular belief, the re-
deemed in Heaven are acquainted with all that takes
place on the earth, and especialy with the lives of the
friends whom they have left behind. But how could it be a
source of happinessto the dead to know the troubles of the
living, to witness the sins committed by their own loved
ones, and to see them enduring all the sorrows, disappoint-
ments, and anguish of life? How much of Heaven's bliss
would be enjoyed by those who were hovering over their
friends on earth? And how utterly revolting is the belief
that, as soon as the breath leaves the body, the soul of the
impenitent isconsigned to theflames of hell! To what depths
of anguish must those be plunged who see their friends
passing to the grave unprepared, to enter upon an eternity
of woe and sinl Many have been driven to insanity by this
harrowing thought.

What say the Scriptures concerning these things?
David declares that man is not conscious in death. “His
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very
day his thoughts perish.” Ps. 146:4. Solomon bears the
same testimony: “The living know that they shall die;
but the dead know not anything.” “Their love, and their
hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they
any more a portion forever in anything that is done under
the sun.” “There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Eccl. 9:5-
6, 10.

When, in answer to his prayer, Hezekiah's life was
prolonged fifteen years, the grateful king rendered to God
atribute of praise for Hisgreat mercy. In this song hetells
the reason why he thus rejoices; “ The grave cannot praise
Thee, death cannot celebrate Thee; they that go down into
the pit cannot hope for Thy truth. Theliving, theliving, he
shall praise Thee, as | do this day.” Isa. 38:18-19. Popu-
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lar theology represents the righteous dead as in Heaven,
entered into bliss, and praising God with animmortal tongue;
but Hezekiah could see no such glorious prospect in death.
With his words agrees the testimony of the psalmist: “In
death there is no remembrance of Theeg; in the grave
who shall give Thee thanks?” “The dead praise not
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.” Ps.
6:5; 115:17.

And said Paul: “If the dead rise not, then isnot Christ
raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faithisvain; yeare
yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep
in Christ are perished.” 1 Corinthians 15:16-18. If for
four thousand years the righteous had gone directly to
Heaven at death, how could Paul have said that if thereis
no resurrection, “they which arefallen adeepin Christ are
perished?” No resurrection would be necessary.

It is an undeniable fact that the hope of immortal
blessedness at death has led to widespread neglect
of the Bible doctrine of the resurrection. But, when
about to leave His disciples, Jesus did not tell them that
they would soon come to Him. “I go to prepare aplace for
you,” He said. “And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again, and receive you unto Myself.”
John 14:3. And Paul tellsus, further, that “the L ord Him-
self shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
cloudsto meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” And he adds, “Comfort one another with
these words.” 1 Thess. 4:16-18.

Paul points his brethren to the future coming of the
Lord, when the fetters of the tomb shall be broken and the
“dead in Christ” shall beraised to eternal life.

Before any can enter the mansions of the
blessed, their cases must be investigated, and their
characters and their deeds must pass in review be-
foreGod. All areto bejudged according to the thingswrit-
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ten in the books, and to be rewarded as their works have
been. This Judgment does not take place at death. Mark
the words of Paul: “He hath appointed a day, in the which
Hewill judgetheworldin righteousness by that man whom
He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto
al men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead.” Acts
17:31. Here the apostle plainly stated that a specified
time, then future, had been fixed upon for the Judg-
ment of the world. Jude refers to the same period (Jude
14-15), and so does John in the Revelation (Rev. 20:12).
But if the dead are already enjoying the bliss of
Heaven or writhing in the flames of hell, what need
of a future Judgment? The teachings of God’'s Word on
these important points are neither obscure nor contradic-
tory; they may be understood by common minds. But what
candid mind can see either wisdom or justicein the current
theory?

The Bible clearly teaches that the dead do not
go immediately to Heaven. They are represented as
sleeping until the resurrection (1 Thess. 4:14; Job 14:10-
12). In the very day when the silver cord isloosed and the
golden bow! broken (Eccl. 12:6), man’s thoughts per-
ish. They that go down to the grave are in silence.
They know no more of anything that is done under the sun
(Job 14:21).

Blessed rest for the weary righteous! Time, beit long
or short, is but a moment to them. They sleep; they are
awakened by the trump of God to a glorious immor-
tality. “For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible . . So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is
written, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 1 Cor. 15:52,
54. As they are called forth from their deep slumber,
they begin to think just where they ceased. The last
sensation was the pang of death, the last thought that they
were faling beneath the power of the grave. When they
arise from the tomb, their first glad thought will be
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echoed in the triumphal shout, “O death, where is
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?’ 1 Cor. 15:55.

The doctrine of man’s consciousness in death,
especially the belief that the spirits of the dead re-
turn to minister to the living, has prepared the way
for modern Spiritualism. Here is a channel regarded as
sacred, through which Satan works for the accomplish-
ment of his purposes. The fallen angels who do his bid-
ding appear asmessenger sfrom thespirit world. While
professing to bring the living into communication with the
dead, the prince of evil exercises his bewitching in-
fluence upon their minds.

He has power to bring before men the appear-
ance of their departed friends. The counterfeit is per-
fect; the familiar look, the words, the tone are reproduced
with marvelous distinctness. Many are comforted with the
assurance that their loved ones are enjoying the bliss of
Heaven; and without suspicion of danger, they give ear to
“seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

When they have been led to believe that the dead
actually return to communicate with them, Satan causes
those to appear who went into the grave unprepared.
They claim to be happy in Heaven, and even to occupy
exalted positions there; and thus the error is widely
taught, that no difference is made between the righ-
teous and the wicked. The pretended visitants from the
world of spirits sometimes utter cautions and warnings
which prove to be correct. Then, as confidenceisgained,
they present doctrines that directly undermine faith
in the Scriptures.

Many will be ensnared through the belief that
Spiritualism is a merely human imposture; when
brought face to face with manifestations which they can-
not but regard as supernatural, they will be deceived, and
will be led to accept them as the great power of God.

These persons overlook the testimony of the
Scriptures concerning the wonder s wrought by Satan
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and his agents. It was by satanic aid that Pharaoh’s ma-
gicians were enabled to counterfeit the work of God. Paul
testifiesthat, before the second advent of Christ, there will
be similar manifestations of satanic power. The coming of
the Lord is to be preceded by “the working of Satan with
all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness.” 2 Thess. 2:9-10. No
mere impostures are here foretold. Men are deceived by
the miracles which Satan’s agents have power to do, not
which they pretend to do.

The prince of darkness, who has so long bent the
powers of his mastermind to the work of deception, skill-
fully adapts histemptationsto men of al classesand condi-
tions. To persons of culture and refinement he presents
Spiritualisminitsmorerefined and intellectual aspects, and
thus succeeds in drawing many into his snare.

Satan beguiles men now as he beguiled Eve in
Eden, by flattery, by kindling a desire to obtain for-
bidden knowledge, by exciting ambition for self-ex-
altation. It was cherishing these evils that caused hisfall,
and through them he aimsto compass the ruin of men. “Ye
shall be as gods,” he declares, “knowing good and evil.”
Gen. 3:5. Thus, in place of the righteousness and perfec-
tion of the infinite God, the true object of adoration—in
place of the perfect righteousness of Hislaw, the true stan-
dard of human attainment—Satan has substituted the sin-
ful, erring nature of man himself asthe only object of ado-
ration, the only rule of judgment or standard of character.
Thisis progress, not upward, but downward.

Tothe self-indulgent, the pleasure loving, the sensual,
Spiritualism presentsitself under aless subtledisguisethan
to the more refined and intellectual; in its grosser forms
they find that which isin harmony with their inclinations.
When the people are thus led to believe that desire is the
highest law, that liberty islicense, and that man is account-
able only to himself, who can wonder that corruption and
depravity teem on every hand? Multitudes eagerly accept
teachingsthat |eave them at liberty to obey the promptings
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of the carnal heart.

But none need be deceived by the lying claims
of Spiritualism. God has given the world sufficient
light to enable them to discover the snare. As aready
shown, thetheory which formsthe very foundation of Spiri-
tualism is at war with the plainest statements of Scripture.
The Bible declares that the dead know not anything, that
their thoughts have perished; they have no part in anything
that isdone under the sun; they know nothing of thejoysor
sorrows of those who were dearest to them on earth.

Furthermore, God hasexpressly forbidden all pre-
tended communication with departed spirits. In the
days of the Hebrews there was a class of people who
claimed—as do the Spiritualists of today—to hold commu-
nication with the dead. But the “familiar spirits’ (as these
visitants from other worlds were called), are declared by
the Bibleto bethe“ spiritsof devils.” (Compare Num. 25:1-
3; Ps. 106:28; 1 Cor. 10:20; Rev. 16:14.) The work of
dealingwith familiar spiritswaspronounced an abomi-
nation to the Lord, and was solemnly forbidden un-
der penalty of death (Lev. 19:31; 20:27).

Thevery name of witchcraft isnow held in contempt.
The claim that men can make contact with evil spirits is
regarded as a fable of the Dark Ages. But Spiritualism,
which numbersits converts by hundreds of thousands, yea,
by millions—which hasmadeitsway into scientific circles,
which has invaded churches, and has found favor in legis-
lative bodies, and even in the courts of kings—this mam-
moth deception is but arevival, in a new guise, of the
witchcraft condemned and prohibited of old. If there
were no other evidence of the rea character of Spiritual-
ism, it should be enough for the Christian that the spirits
make no difference between righteousness and sin,
between the noblest and purest of the apostles of Christ
and the most corrupt of the servants of Satan.

There are few who have any just conception of
the deceptive power of Spiritualism and the danger
of coming under its influence. Many tamper with it
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merely to gratify their curiosity. They have no real faith
init, and would befilled with horror at the thought of yield-
ing themselves to the spirits' control. But they venture
upon the forbidden ground, and the mighty destroyer
exercises his power upon them against their will. Let
them once beinduced to submit their mindsto hisdirection,
and he holds them captive. It is impossible in their own
strength to break away from the bewitching, alluring spell.
Nothing but the power of God, granted in answer to the
earnest prayer of faith, can deliver these ensnared souls.

Saysthe prophet Isaiah: “When they shall say unto
you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and
unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a
people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?
To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this Word, it is because there is no light
in them.” lIsa. 8:19-20. If men had been willing to re-
ceive the truth so plainly stated in the Scriptures concern-
ing the nature of man and the state of the dead, they would
see in the claims and manifestations of Spiritualism the
working of Satan with power and signsand lying wonders.
But rather than yield the liberty so agreeable to the carnal
heart and renounce the sins which they love, multitudes
close their eyes to the light and walk straight on, re-
gardless of warnings—while Satan weaves his snares
about them and they become his prey. “Because they
received not thelove of thetruth, that they might he saved”;
therefore “God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe alie.” 2 Thess. 2:10-11. Those who would
stand in this time of peril must understand for themselves
the testimony of the Scriptures.

Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils
personating beloved relatives or friends, and declar-
ing the most dangerous heresies. These visitants will
appeal to our tenderest sympathies, and will work miraclesto
sustain their pretensions. We must be prepared to withstand
them with the Bible truth that the dead know not anything,
and that they who thus appear are the spirits of devils.
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Just before usisthe “hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth.” Rev. 3:10. All whose faith is not firmly estab-
lished upon the Word of God will be deceived and
overcome. Satan “works with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness’ to gain control of the children of men;
and his deceptions will continually increase. But he
can gain hisobject only asmen voluntarily yield to histemp-
tations. Those who are earnestly seeking a knowledge of
the truth and are striving to purify their souls through obe-
dience, thus doing what they can to preparefor the conflict
will find, inthe God of truth, asure defense. “ Because thou
hast kept the word of My patience, | aso will keep thee”
(Rev. 3:10) is the Saviour’s promise. He would sooner
send every angel out of Heaven to protect His people, than
leave one soul that trustsin Him to be overcome by Satan.

The prophet Isaiah brings to view the fearful
deception which will come upon the wicked, causing
them to count themselves secure from the judgments of
God: “We have made a covenant with death, and with
hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, it shall not come unto us; for we have
made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid
ourselves.” Isa. 28:15.

Satan haslong been preparing for hisfinal effort
to deceive the world. The foundation of his work was
laid by the assurance given to Eve in Eden, “Ye shall not
surely die.” “In the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil.” Gen. 3:4-5. Little by little he has prepared
the way for his masterpiece of deception in the de-
velopment of Spiritualism. He has not yet reached the
full accomplishment of hisdesigns; but it will bereachedin
the last remnant of time. Says the prophet: “I saw three
unclean spirits like frogs, . . they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty.” Rev. 16:13-14. Except those
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who are kept by the power of God through faith in HisWord,
the whole world will be swept into the ranks of this
delusion. The people are fast being lulled to afatal security,
to be awakened only by the outpouring of the wrath of God.

Saith the Lord God: “Judgment also will | lay to the
line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail shall
sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall over-
flow the hiding place. And your covenant with death
shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell
shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall
pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.”
Isa. 28:17-18.

Chapter 16
Entering

the Final Crisis

From the very beginning of the great contro-
versy in Heaven it has been Satan’s purpose to over-
throw the law of God. It was to accomplish this that
he entered upon his rebellion against the Creator;
and though he was cast out of Heaven, he has contin-
ued the same warfare upon the earth. To deceive men,
and thus lead them to transgress God'’s law, is the object
which he has steadfastly pursued. Whether this be accom-
plished by casting aside the law altogether or by rejecting
one of its precepts, the result will be ultimately the same.
He that offends “in one point,” manifests contempt for the
whole law; his influence and example are on the side of
transgression; he becomes “guilty of all.” James 2:10.

In seeking to cast contempt upon the divine stat-
utes, Satan has perverted the doctrines of the Bible,
and errors have thus become incorporated into the faith of
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thousands who profess to believe the Scriptures. The last
great conflict between truth and error is but the final
struggle of the long-standing controversy concern-
ing the law of God. Upon this battle we are now en-
tering,—a battle between the laws of men and the pre-
cepts of God, between the religion of the Bible and the
religion of fableand tradition.

No error accepted by the Christian world strikesmore
boldly against the authority of Heaven, none is more di-
rectly opposed to the dictates of reason, none is more
pernicious in its results than the modern doctrine so
rapidly gaining ground, that God’s law is no longer
binding upon men. Every nation has its laws, which
command respect and obedience; no gover nment
could exist without them; and can it be conceived that
the Creator of the heavens and the earth has no law to
govern the beings He has made? Suppose that prominent
ministers were publicly to teach that the statutes which
govern their land and protect the rights of its citizens were
not obligatory,—that they restricted the liberties of the
people, and therefore ought not to be obeyed; how long
would such men be tolerated in the pulpit? But is it a
graver offense to disregard the laws of States and
nations than to trample upon those divine precepts
which are the foundation of all government?

It would be far more consistent for nations to
abolish their statutes, and permit the people to do as
they please, than for the Ruler of the universe to an-
nul Hislaw, and leave the world without a standard to
condemn the guilty or justify the obedient. Would we
know the result of making void the law of God? The ex-
periment has been tried. Terrible were the scenes enacted
in France when atheism became the controlling power. It
was then demonstrated to the world that to throw off the
restraints which God has imposed is to accept the rule of
the cruelest of tyrants. When the standard of righteous-
ness is set aside, the way is open for the prince of
evil to establish his power in the earth.
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Wherever the divine precepts are rejected, sin
ceases to appear sinful or righteousness desirable.
Those who refuse to submit to the government of God are
wholly unfitted to govern themselves. Through their perni-
ciousteachings, the spirit of insubordinationisimplantedin
the hearts of children and youth, who are naturaly impa-
tient of control; and a lawless, licentious state of society
results. While scoffing at the credulity of those who
obey the requirements of God, the multitudes eagerly
accept the delusions of Satan. They givetherein to lust,
and practice the sins which have called down judgments
upon the heathen.

Thosewho teach the peopleto lightly regard the com-
mandments of God sow disobedience, to reap disobedi-
ence. Let the restraint imposed by the divine law be
wholly cast aside, and human laws would soon be dis-
regar ded. Because God forbids dishonest practices—cov-
eting, lying, and defrauding—men areready to trampleupon
His statutes as a hindrance to their worldly prosperity; but
the results of banishing these precepts would be such as
they do not anticipate. If the law were not binding, why
should any fear to transgress? Property would no longer
be safe. Men would obtain their neighbor’s possessions by
violence; and the strongest would become richest. Life it-
self would not be respected. The marriage vow would no
longer stand as a sacred bulwark to protect the family. He
who had the power would, if hedesired, take hisneighbor’s
wife by violence. The fifth commandment would be set
aside with the fourth. Children would not shrink from tak-
ing thelifeof their parents, if by so doing they could obtain
the desire of their corrupt hearts. Thecivilized world would
become a horde of robbers and assassins; and peace, rest,
and happiness would be banished from the earth.

Already the doctrine, that men arereleased from
obedience to God’s requirements, has weakened the
force of moral obligation and opened the floodgates
of iniquity upon theworld. Lawlessness, dissipation, and
corruption are sweeping in upon us like an overwhelming
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tide. In the family Satan is at work. His banner waves,
even in professedly Christian households. There is envy,
evil surmising, hypocrisy, estrangement, emulation, strife,
betrayal of sacred trusts, indulgence of lust. The whole
system of religious principles and doctrines which
should form the foundation and framework of social
life seemsto be a tottering mass, ready to fall to ruin.

“To the law and to the testimony: If they speak
not according to this Word, it is because there is no
light in them.” Isa. 8:20. The people of God are directed
to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence
of false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of dark-
ness. Satan employs every possible device to pre-
vent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible;
for its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At ev-
ery revival of God’'swork, the prince of evil isaroused to
more intense activity; he is now putting forth his utmost
efforts for afinal struggle against Christ and His follow-
ers. Thelast great delusion is soon to open before us. An-
tichrist isto perform his marvelous worksin our sight. So
closely will the counterfeit resemble the true, that it
will be impossible to distinguish between them ex-
cept by the Holy Scriptures. By their testimony every
statement and every miracle must be tested.

Those who endeavor to obey all the command-
ments of God will be opposed and derided. They can
stand only in God. In order to endure the trial before
them, they must understand the will of God asrevealed in
His Word. They can honor Him only as they have aright
conception of His character, government, and purposes,
and act in accordance with them. None but those who
have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible
will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul
will come the searching test, Shall | obey God rather than
men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet
planted on the rock of God's immutable Word? Are we
prepared to stand firm in defense of the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus?
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Before the final visitation of God’s judgments
upon the earth, there will be, among the people of
the Lord, such arevival of primitive godliness as has
not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit
and power of God will be poured out upon Hischildren. At
that time many will separate themselves from those
churches in which the love of this world has sup-
planted lovefor God and HisWord. Many, both of min-
istersand people, will gladly accept those great truthswhich
God has caused to be proclaimed at thistime, to prepare a
peoplefor the Lord's second coming. The enemy of souls
desires to hinder this work; and, before the time for
such a movement shall come, he will endeavor to
prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those
churches which he can bring under his deceptive
power, he will make it appear that God’s special bless-
ing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought
tobegreat religiousinterest. Multitudeswill exult that God
isworking marvelously for them, when the work is that of
another spirit. Under areligious guise, Satan will seek to
extend hisinfluence over the Christian world.

In many of the revivals which have occurred
during the last half century, the same influences have
been at work, to a greater or less degree, that will be
manifest in the more extensive movements of the
future. Thereisan emotiona excitement, amingling of the
true with the false, that is well adapted to mislead. Yet
none need be deceived. In the light of God’sWord it is not
difficult to determinethe nature of these movements. Wher-
ever men neglect the testimony of the Bible, turning away
from those plain, soul-testing truths which require self-de-
nial and renunciation of the world, there we may be sure
that God'sblessing is not bestowed. And by the rulewhich
Christ Himself has given, “Ye shall know them by their
fruits” (Matt. 7:16), it is evidence that these movements
are not the work of the Spirit of God.

In the truths of His Word, God has given to men a
revelation of Himself; and to all who accept them they are
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a shield against the deceptions of Satan. It is a neglect of
these truths that has opened the door to the evilswhich are
now becoming so widespread in the religious world. The
nature and the importance of the law of God have
been, to a great extent, lost sight of. A wrong concep-
tion of the character, the perpetuity, and obligation of the
divinelaw hasledto errorsin relation to conversion and sanc-
tification, and hasresulted in lowering the standard of piety in
the church. Here is to be found the secret of the lack of
the Spirit and power of God in therevivals of our time.

And then the great deceiver will persuade men
that those who serve God are causing these evils.
The class that have provoked the displeasure of Heaven
will charge al their troubles upon those whose obedience
to God's commandments is a perpetual reproof to trans-
gressors. It will be declared that men are offending God by
theviolation of the Sunday-sabbath, that thissin has brought
calamitieswhich will not cease until Sunday observanceshall
be strictly enforced, and that those who present the claims of
thefourth commandment—thus destroying reverencefor Sun-
day—aretroublers of the people, preventing their restoration
to divinefavor and tempora prosperity.

Satan’spolicy inthisfinal conflict with God’s people
is the same that he employed in the opening of the great
controversy in Heaven. He professed to be seeking to
promote the stability of the divine government, while
secretly bending every effort to secure its overthrow.
And the very work which he was thus endeavoring to ac-
complish he charged upon theloyal angels. The samepolicy
of deception has marked the history of the Roman Church.
It has professed to act as the vicegerent of Heaven
while seeking to exalt itself above God and to change
His law. While Satan seeks to destroy those who honor
God's law, he will cause them to be accused as lawbreak-
ers, as men who are dishonoring God and bringing judg-
ments upon the world.

God never forces the will or the conscience; but
Satan’s constant resort—to gain control of those whom
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he cannot otherwise seduce—is compulsion by cru-
elty. Through fear or force he endeavors to rule the con-
science and to secure homage to himself. To accomplish
this, he works through both religious and secular authori-
ties, moving them to the enforcement of human laws in
defiance of the law of God.

Those who honor the Bible Sabbath will be de-
nounced as enemies of law and order, as breaking
down the moral restraints of society, causing anarchy
and corruption, and calling down the judgments of God upon
the earth. Their conscientious scrupleswill be pronounced
obstinacy, stubbornness, and contempt of authority. They
will be accused of disaffection toward the government.
Ministers who deny the obligation of the divine law will
present from the pul pit the duty of yielding obedience to the
civil authorities as ordained of God. In legidative halls and
courts of justice, commandment keepers will be misrepre-
sented and condemned. A false coloring will begiventotheir
words; thewaorst construction will be put upon their motives.

As the Protestant churches reject the clear, scrip-
tural argumentsin defense of God’slaw, they will long
to silence those whose faith they cannot overthrow by
the Bible. Though they blind their own eyesto thefact, they
are now adopting a course which will lead to the persecu-
tion of those who conscientiously refuse to do what the
rest of the Christian world are doing, and acknowledge the
claims of the papal sabbath. The dignitaries of church
and state will unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all
classes to honor the Sunday. The lack of divine au-
thority will be supplied by oppressive enactments.
Political corruption isdestroying love of justice and regard
for truth; and even, in free America, rulers and legis-
lators, in order to secure public favor, will yield to
the popular demand for a law enforcing Sunday ob-
servance. Liberty of conscience, which has cost so great
asacrifice, will no longer be respected. In the soon-coming
conflict we shall seeexemplified the prophet’swords: “ The
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war
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with the remnant of her seed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Rev. 12:17.

The Roman Church, with all its ramifications
throughout the world, forms one vast organization
under the control, and designed to serve the inter-
ests of, the papal see. Its millions of communicants, in
every country on the globe, are instructed to hold them-
selves as bound in allegiance to the pope. Whatever their
nationality or their government, they are to regard
the authority of the church as above all other. Though
they may take the oath pledging their loyalty to the state,
yet back of thisliesthe vow of obedienceto Rome, absolv-
ing them from every pledge inimical to her interests.

The religious organizations of the day have re-
fused to listen to unpopular truths plainly brought to
view in the Scriptur es; and, in combating them, they have
adopted interpretations and taken positionswhich have sown
broadcast the seeds of skepticism. Clinging to the papal
error of natural immortality and man’s consciousness
in death, they have rejected the only defense against
the delusions of Spiritualism. The doctrine of eternal
torment has led many to disbelieve the Bible. And as the
claims of the fourth commandment are urged upon the
people, it isfound that the observance of the seventh-day
Sabbath is enjoined; and as the only way to free them-
selves from a duty which they are unwilling to per-
form, popular teachers declare that the law of God is
no longer binding. Thus they cast away the law and
the Sabbath together. Asthe work of Sabbath reform
extends, this rejection of the divine law to avoid the
claims of the fourth commandment will become al-
most universal. The teachings of religious leaders have
opened thedoor to infidelity, to Spiritualism, and to contempt
for God's holy law; and upon these leaders rests a fearful
responsbility for theiniquity that existsin the Christian world.

Through the two great errors, the immortality
of the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring
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the people under his deceptions. While the former
lays the foundation of Spiritualism, the latter creates
a bond of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the
United Stateswill beforemost in stretching their hands across
the gulf to grasp thehand of Spiritualism; they will reach over
the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under
theinfluenceof thisthreefold union, thiscountry will follow in
the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.

Many religious teachers assert that Christ by His
death abolished the law, and men are henceforth free
from its reguirements. There are some who represent it as
agrievous yoke; and, in contrast to the bondage of the law,
they present the liberty to be enjoyed under the gospel.

But not so did prophets and apostles regard the
holy law of God. Said David, “1 will walk at liberty; for |
seek Thy precepts.” Ps. 119:45. The apostle James, who
wrote after the death of Christ, refers to the decalogue as
the “royal law,” and the “perfect law of liberty.” James
2:8; 1:25. And the Revelator, half a century after the
crucifixion, pronounces ablessing upon those “ that do His
commandments, that they may haveright to thetree of life,
and may enter inthrough the gatesintothecity.” Rev. 22:14.

The claim that Christ by His death abolished His
Father’s law is without foundation. Had it been possible
for the law to be changed or set aside, then Christ
need not have died to save man from the penalty of
sin. The death of Christ, so far from abolishing the
law, proves that it isimmutable. The Son of God came
to “magnify the law, and make it honorable.” Isa. 42:21.
He said, “Think not that | am come to destroy the law”;
“till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in
nowise pass from the law.” Matt. 5:17-18. And concern-
ing Himself He declares, “1 delight to do Thy will, O my
God; yea, Thy law iswithin My heart.” Ps. 40:8.

The first step in reconciliation to God is the con-
viction of sin. “Sin is the transgression of the law.”
“By the law is the knowledge of sin.” 1 John 3:4;
Rom. 3:20. In order to see hisguilt, the sinner must test his
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character by God's great standard of righteousness. Itisa
mirror which shows the perfection of a righteous charac-
ter and enables him to discern the defectsin his own.

The law reveals to man his sins, but it provides
no remedy. While it promises life to the obedient, it de-
clares that death is the portion of the transgressor. The
gospel of Christ alone can free him from the con-
demnation or the defilement of sin. He must exer-
cise repentance toward God, whose law has been
transgressed and faith in Christ, his atoning sacri-
fice. Thus he abtains “remission of sinsthat are past” and
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. He is a child of
God, having received the spirit of adoption, whereby he
cries, “Abba, Father!”

Is he now free to transgress God’s law? Says
Paul: “Do we then make void the law through faith? God
forbid; yea, we establish the law.” “How shall we, that
are dead to sin live any longer therein?” And John
declares, “This is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments. and His commandments are not griev-
ous.” Romans 3:31; 6:2; 1 John 5:3. In the new birth the
heart isbrought into harmony with God, asitisbrought into
accord with His law.

As Spiritualism more closely imitates the nomi-
nal Christianity of the day, it has greater power to
deceive and ensnare. Satan himself is converted after
the modern order of things. He will appear in the character
of an angel of light. Through the agency of Spiritual-
ism, miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed,
and many undeniable wonderswill be performed. And
as the spirits will profess faith in the Bible and manifest
respect for theinstitutions of the church, their work will be
accepted as a manifestation of divine power.

Through Spiritualism, Satan appears as a bene-
factor of therace, healing the diseases of the people, and
professing to present a new and more exalted system of
religious faith; but at the same time he works as a de-
stroyer. Histemptations are leading multitudesto ruin. In-
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temperance dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife,
and bloodshed follow.

The prophecy of Revelation 13 declaresthat the power
represented by the beast with lamb-like horns shall cause
“the earth and them which dwell therein” to worship the
papacy—there symbolized by the beast “like unto a leop-
ard.” The beast with two hornsis also to say “to them that
dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the
beast”; and furthermore, it isto command all, “both small
and great, rich and poor, free and bond,” to receive “the
mark of the beast.” Rev. 13:12, 2, 14, 16-17.

And prophecy foretells arestoration of her power. “|
saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death;
and his deadly wound was healed; and all the world
wondered after the beast.” Rev. 13:3. The infliction of
the deadly wound points to the abolition of the pa-
pacy in 1798. After this, says the prophet, “His deadly
wound was healed; and all the world wondered after the
beast.” Paul states plainly that the man of sin will con-
tinue until the second advent (2 Thess. 2:8). To the
very close of time he will carry forward his work of
deception. And the Revelator declares, aso referring to the
papacy, “ All that dwell upontheearth shdl worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life.” Rev. 13:8. In both
the Old and the New World, the papacy will receive
homage in the honor paid to the Sunday ingtitution, that
rests solely upon the authority of the Roman Church.

“l saw another angel come down from Heaven,
having great power; and the earth was lightened with
his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylonthegreat isfallen, isfalen, and isbecome
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” “And | heard
another voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, My
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.” Rev. 18:1, 2, 4.

This Scripture points forward to atime when the an-
nouncement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second



158 Planet in Rebellion

angel of Revelation 14:8, is to be repeated, with the addi-
tional mention of the corruptionswhich have been entering
the various organizationsthat constitute Babylon, since that
message was first given, in the summer of 1844. A ter-
rible condition of the religious world is here de-
scribed. With every reection of truth, the minds of
the people will become darker, their hearts more stub-
born, until they are entrenched in an infidel hardihood.
In defiance of the warnings which God has given, they will
continueto trample upon one of the precepts of the decal ogue,
until they are led to persecute those who hold it sacred.
Christ is set at naught in the contempt placed upon
His Word and His people. Asthe teachings of Spiritual-
ism are accepted by the churches, the restraint im-
posed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the profes-
sion of religion will become a cloak to concea the basest
iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens the
door to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and
thustheinfluence of evil angelswill befelt in the churches.
Of Babylon, at thetime brought to view in this proph-
ecy, itis declared, “Her sins have reached unto heaven,
and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Rev. 18:5.
She hasfilled up the measure of her guilt, and destruction
is about to fall upon her. But God still has a people in
Babylon; and, before the visitation of His judgments,
these faithful ones must be called out, that they “par-
take not of her sins, and receive not of her plagues.” Hence
the movement symbolized by the angel coming down from
Heaven, lightening the earth with hisglory, and crying might-
ily with astrong voice, announcing the sins of Babylon. In
connection with his message the call is heard, “Come out
of her, My people.” These announcements, uniting with
the third angel’s message, constitute the final warn-
ing to be given to the inhabitants of the earth.
Fearful istheissueto which theworld isto be brought.
The powers of earth, uniting to war against the com-
mandments of God, will decree that all, “both small
and great, rich and poor, free and bond” (Rev. 13:16),
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shall conform to the customs of the church by the
observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse com-
pliancewill bevisited with civil penalties. And it will finally
be declared that they are deserving of death. On the other
hand, the law of God enjoining the Creator’s rest day de-
mands obedience and threatenswrath against all who trans-
gress its precepts.

With the issue thus clearly brought before him,
whoever shall trample upon God’s law, to obey a hu-
man enactment, receives the mark of the beast; he
accepts the sign of allegiance to the power which he
choosesto obey instead of God. Thewarning from Heaven
is, “If any man worship the beast and hisimage, and receive
hismark in hisforehead, or in hishand, the same shall drink of
the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of Hisindignation.” Rev. 14:9-10.

The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty; for it is
the point of truth especially controverted. When thefinal
test shall be brought to bear upon men, then the line
of distinction will be drawn between those who serve
God and those who serve Him not. While the obser-
vance of the false sabbath in compliance with the law of
the State, contrary to the fourth commandment, will be an
avowa of alegiance to a power that is in opposition to
God; the keeping of thetrue Sabbath, in obedienceto God's
law, is an evidence of loyalty to the Creator. While one
class, by accepting the sign of submission to earthly
powers receive the mark of the beast, the other,
choosing the token of allegiance to divine authority,
receive the seal of God.
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